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A N 

E S SAY 

ON THE 

ROSARY and SODALITY 

Of the Moft Holy NAME of 

JESUS. 

WHEREIN 

The profound Refpeft due to this Adorable Name 
is ascertained : the execrable Vices of Blafphe- 
my, Curfmg, and profane Swearing, are in- 
veighed againft $ and efficacious Remedies arc 
prefcribed. 

TOGETHER WITH 

An Account of the Rife and Progrefs of the faid 
Rosary and Sodality : their Excellency, Pri- 
vileges, Indulgences, &c. 

To which are fubjoiaed. 

The ROSARIES of the NAME of JESUS and of the 
Staffed VIRGIN : with their refpe£Uve Myfterie®, 

Meditations and Collet, corredly fet forth. 

By the Rev. J — n O C— nn — r, 

O. P. P. ,G. P. A. 

*Theft are written , that you may believe^ that JESUS is the Chris t 
the Son of God; and that believing yon may lave Life in l is 
Name. John xx. 31. 
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TO 

The R. R. Dr. R—rke. 



Mv L— d, 

B Y infcribing to your L p the fol- 

lowing Sheets, I mean not to enu- 
merate your Merits, to celebrate your 
Praifes, or to harangue you with pompous 
Pages, the ordinary Subject of Dedications : 
It would not only exceed the Bounds I in- 
tend prefcribi'ng to myfelf, but appear un- 
neceffary, as that profound and extenfive 
Knowledge difplayed in the many excellent 
and. ufeful Works, fo defervedly efteemed 

abroad 
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DEDICATION. 

abroad as well as at home, of which you are 
the worthy Parent, clearly evinces. Thefe 
Productions * proclaim a Fund of Erudition 
and Talents, not concealed under a Bujbel, 
but fliining forth* with great Luftre, for the 
Good of Mankinds And while we view this 
eminent Knowledge united to the admirable 
Character of a faithful and vigilant Paftor, 
enforcing InftruCtion by good Example, 
it muft indeed be confeffed they form the 
moil exalted Character, defenredly cano- 
nized by God himfelf, in the fubfequent 
Words : He that Jball Perform and Tt racb, 
be Jball be great in tbe Kingdom of Hea- 
ven +. 

I might, with great Juftice, expatiate 
upon thefq, and other intcrefting Particur 

Jan, 

* Pnomptvarium Dogmatico-Canenico-Morale.— 
Officia Propria . Sanflorum Hibernia, &c. — Hiflo- 
rical Collections out of Jeveral Protejiant Hi/forians , 
lie. to which is affixed an Appendix, Setting 
forth, the Abbies, Priories, and other Religions 
Houfes diffblved in Ireland, & c.— Hibernia Domi- 
ni carta . "This excellent apd extenlive Work is re- 
markable for reftoring to 'Light, many important 
Informations relative to onr file, heretofore almoft 
unknown, and which otherwife would, in all 
Probability, have been Ihortly buried in Oblivion. 

+ Matth. v. 19. 
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lars, which (b eminently characterize You, 
and which (hall endear and immortalize yonr 
Name, did I not perceive your Humility 
and Piety forbidding me to fpeak your 
Praifes, whilft the Merits and Glory of the 
mod (acred Name of JESUS our GOD, are 
evidently the Subject of the following Sheets: 
For as this moft auguft Name is infinitely 
fuperior to thofe of the moft perfect Crea- 
tures, fo the Tongue ought to be filent, the 
Pen lie (till, but to celebrate the Dignity 
and SanCtity of that moft adorable Name, * 
which indifputably claims every Effort* 
however feeble, to promote its Honour and 
revive the Veneration fo juftly due to it. 

I mean therefore, only to exprefs briefly 
my grateful Thanks for your indulgent' 
Perufal of this Work, (though actually en- 
gaged in preparing, no doubt, a moft ufe- 
ful Work . for the Prefs) and deigning to 
declare repeatedly your Approbation of it : 
as al(o for the many ufeful Hints you have 
been pleaied to fugged. All which juftly 
claim this public Acknowledgment with 
Thankfgiving, as well as the Tribute of a 
Dedication of this EJfay , which is humbly 

offered 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 




DEDICATION. i 

I 

offered to you, as a fmall Proof of my 
Refpedt and Gratitude. 

That God may long preferve your Life, 
fo Neceffary to the Public Good, Honoura- 
ble to your Country, and Ornamental to 
:Us: fo conducive. to the Advancement of 
ufeful Knowledge and folid Piety, efpecially t 

of the one thing neceflary — The Love of 
God and the Glory of his mod facred 
Name — fhall he the conftant Prayer of, 

Mv L d, 

Tonr L p's 1 

m oft Obliged 

and 

moft Obedient 



bumble Seruanty 



J— n O C-nn-r. 
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P R E F A C E. 

A T a Time, when the infinite Majefty of the 
great God is impioufly attacked by his 
Creatures, and his moft holy Name fhamefully 
profaned by their vile Oaths , Imprecations , and 
Blafphemifis. At a Time, when the profound 
Refpe&and Veneration fo juftly due to the all- 
facred Name of God, appear banifhed the Hearts 
of the Faithful, and the deteftable Vices of Blaf- 
phemy, Curfing or profane Swearing, are fo uni- 
verfally fubftituted in their place. Nay, at a Time, 
when fome Members of the Chriftian Republic 
are become fo abandoned, as to form themfelves 
into Clubs or Societies* y for the more effectual Pro- 
pagation of thofe heilifli Vices : it becomes the 
indifpeniible Duty of every Chriftian, to ufe their 
utmoft endeavours to ftem the dangerous Torrent, 
and to try every Prefervative to guard againft the 
Ipreading Impiety. 

As this Duty more immediately concerns Ec~ 
clefiaftics, *tis, no doubt, their Obligation, to 
ufe every lawful Effort to effect a Reformation, 
and flop the dreadful Contagion. A Defire of 
forwarding fo laudable a Work, will, as the Au- 
thor hopes, plead a fufficient Apology for his un- 
dertaking to compile the following Sheets ; who, 
though unequal to the Talk, yet, as if unmind* 
ful of his Inabilities, chearfuliy offers his Mite % 
B from 

* Inftituted in the Year’ 1770, to be mentioned in 
the Sequel of this Effuy. 
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PREFACE. 



from a Defire of co-operating with the Public Good, 
as well as of gratifying Tome pious Chriftians, 
who are of Opinion, that fomething of this Kind, 
might prove the Means of eradicating thofe Vices 
from fome, and of promoting a greater Refpeft to 
the moil venerable Name of the Lord, in others. 

For thefe Reafons, the Author attempts to 
{hew the profound Veneration and Love due to 
God’s moft facred Name : asalfo, the Danger and 
Heinoufnefs of thofe epidemic Vices, Blafphemy, 
Curling and profane Swearing, fo contrary to tne 
Sanftity of his awful Name. As all Oaths are 
not foroidden, the Conditions neceflary to render 
an Oath lawful* are fet forth and explained. 
Laftly, for fo dangerous and univerfal a Malady, 
Remedies are prefcribed, efpecially a moft power- 
ful, yet mild Specific, viz. An Entrance into 
the Sociality, infcribed to the moft holy Name of 
Jefus, together with a drift Obfervance of its 
Rules ; and a frequent Recital of the Ref ary, alfo 
furred to the moft holy Name of Jefus. 

Thefe, fo holy in themfelves, mall appear moft 
acceptable to Heaven and advantageous to us : 
highly extolled by the Church, and ftrenuoufiy 
recommended to the Faithful, not only as an 
efficacious Remedy for the profane Swearer, but as 
a fure Prefervative for the devout Chriftian. 

A Devotion of this Kind, could not fail to at- 
traft the Attention and Veneration of fuch Per- 
fons, as have their Salvation at Heart : many of 
whom have warmly exprefled a Defire of knowing 
the Origin and Progrefs of the Sodality and Rofary, 
facred to the moft holy Name of %fus, which, 
the Author, though deftitute of fuch Helps as 
would facilitate the Performance, and enable him 
to do more Juftice to the Caufe, endeavours to 
gratify, in a plain and concife Manner, as his Inten- 
tion 
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PREFACE. 



iii 

tion is not to tread the flowery Paths of Rhetoric, 
but to inculcate folid Truths, and promote as far 
as his weak Abilities will permit, a true, folid, 
and lafting Devotion to the moft holy Name of 
Jefus : Becaufe it is a Name which is above every 
Name + : Neither is there any other Name under 
Heaven given to Men ,* whereby we muji be faved J. 

This E£ay y though calculated for fo glorious 
an End, like every other Produ&ion of the Kind, 
muft expert to meet its Enemies, and undergo 
fuch Criticifms §, as perhaps Impiety or Igno- 
rance may fuggeft : Some by barefacedly in- 

veighing againft all fuch Works of Piety, with 
their baneful Tongues, which even the moft fa- 
cred Truths of Religion do not efcape. Whilft 
others, a little more modcft, endeavour, by Innu- s 
endos , and fuch like conclufive Arguments, to 
bring them into difrepute and difule. 

But, Chriftian Reader, do not permit yourfelf 
to be toffed to and fro, by every Wind of Doc- 
trine : for all and every Chriftian, whether Learn- 
ed or Ignorant, whether Rich or Poor, whether 
Noble or Ignoble, whether Young or Old, are in- 
difpenfibly bound to decline the damnable Prac- 
tice of Curling, Swearing and Blafpheming; and 
are equally obligated to, praife the Name of the 
Lord. How far the celebrated Rofary and Sodality 
will contribute to forward the important Work, 

(hall appear in the Sequel of this EJfay. 

B 2 ' The 

f Ph»lip. ii. 9. % A6ls ir. 12. 

§ Pope, in his Eflay on Criticifm, fpecifies thofe 
who may a flume the Olhce of a Critic, in the follow^ 
ing Lines : 

Let fuch teach others who thenifelves excel, 

44 And ceniuie fieely who have written well.” 
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PREFACE. 



The Author only fays, in his own Behalf, that 
he would not attempt to commit his Endeavours to 
th6 Prefs, without being hrft fully approved : and, 
as it is the firft of the Kind publifhed in any Lan- 
guage, as far as the Author can learn, (except by 
way of a brief Appendix confined to a fingle 
Sheet) he humbly hopes for the kind Indulgence 
of his Readers. 

In fhort, the Importance of the Subjed calls 
for the Ferufal of this fnmll Work : not its Merits . 
Receive it then, Chriftian Reader, fuch as it is ; 
and if fortunately it fhall prove the happy Means 
of banrfhing the execrable Vices of Blafphemy, 
Curling, and profane Swearing from your Mouths ; 
and of conveying a lading Love and Veneration 
for the moft amiable and auguft Name of Jefus to 
your Hearts; were the Author’s Labours abun- 
dantly more, he fhall think them infinitely com- 
penfated by fo defirable a Change, and his Wifhes 
fully gratified. 



Our Help is in the Name of the Lord , who made 
Heaven and Earth. Pfalm cxxiii. 8. 



A N 
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ESSAY 

O N THE 

ROSARY and SODALITY; 



CitAP. I. 

Of tht Nanus of GOD . 

A S the great Creator and Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, Almighty God, is, in himfelf^ 
a Being infinitely pure and perfect : He cannot 
be conceived by our weak minds as he really is, 
neither can we give him a Name expreflive of 
his infinite Perfections^ or adequate to his great 
and glorious Being*. Yet this great Being is, 
and has been known, fhrved, and adored under 
fundry Names, as Emanuel (God with us) ; Ado* 
nai (Lord); the Wonderful Qne\ the Prince of 
Peace , &c. The Names, however, that more 
properly denote the Divine Nature , fays the 
Angelic DoCtor St. Tbcmas , are firft, the Name 
GoDf, as it conveys to our minds an idea of 
44 a Being that is univerfally provident ; for the 
44 Deity is that Being, who fees all things with 
44 a perfeCt Providence and Goodnefs fo that 
B 3 the 

* S. Tho. l. p.q 13. a, 1. + Ibid. a. 8. 
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the Name God fignifies a Being infinitely good 
and provident, fuperior to all other Beings, and 
their firft Caufe. 4< This js what all men under- 
ftand by the Name God'*.” The other Name 
is that which God gave to Himfelf, when thus 
afked by Mofes (who was fent by the Lord to 
fpeak to the Children of Israel ) : If they Jhali fay 
to me, fays Mofes, what ts his Name? what Jhali 
I fay to them ? God faid to Mofes, thus Jhalt thou 
fay to the Children of Ifrael: He who is hath fent 
me to you f. This Name of God, He who is, 
c< is the moil proper Name of God J,” fays the 
Angel of Schools, St. Thomas ; as it fignifies an 
unbounded and fathomlefs Ocean of Perfections. 
It fpeaks a Being felf-exiftent and eternal, that 
knows not Beginning or End, and whofe inex- 
preffible Perfections are rather to be admired and 
adored, than exprefled. In fhort, the Name 
He who is, denotes a Supreme Being, infinitely 
Great in every degree of Perfection, and the 
Source of every other Being. 

This incomprehenfible Being, God, or He 
who is, has alfo been revered under feveral other 
Names, as the Effects of his Power, Juftice, 
Love, and other Attributes, have been experi- 
enced by His people. At one time. He is ftiled 
the Jlrong God, when fighting the battles and 
conquering the enemies of His chofen people. 
At another, He is called the jujl God , when pu- 
nifliing the wicked, or regarding the righteous \ 
and is frequently named the patient God , the mer- 
ciful God , &c. from a wonderful forbearance, in 
not inflicting an immediate and exemplary pu- 
nifhment on Tinners. Thefe, and every other 

Name 

* S. Tho. i. p. q. 13. a. 8. ad 3. + Excd. iii. 

t Ibid. a. 1 1. 
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Name, under which the Deity has been known, 
revered, and worfhipped, tend to one and the 
fame end : either to acknowledge Almighty God 
to be infinitely perfect and independent in Him- 
felf, or to confefs him to be the Firft Caufe 2nd 
inexhauftible Source of every Blefiing, whether 
fpi ritual or temporal, with regard to his crea- 
tures. 

Among the various bleffings conferred on man- 
kind by Almighty God, the promife of fending 
the Mejfiah *, to redeem the world, defervcdly 
obtains the firft place. Our firft parent had fcarce- 
lv tranfgrefled, and entailed the guilt of original 
fin on his defendants, when the Lord refolved to 
fend his only Son to cleanfe Adam's infe&ed pos- 
terity ; to fatisfy for otur lint, and cancel the 
hand-writing that flood againft us. Hence, when 
the fulnefs of time approached ; when the mea- 
fure of the earth’s iniquity had been filled up ; 
when the critical moment arrived, which was to 
determine the fate of mankind-; it was then, 
God’s infinite mercy and truth moved him to ful- 
fil his promife : and accordingly refolves to fend 
the MeJJiab , the long defired of Nations , who, by 
the infinite Dignity of his Perfon, fhould fuper,- 
abundantly fatisfy for the fins of the whole world. 

This Mejjiah is no lefs than the fecond 
Perfon of the moft adorable Trinity, and only 
begotten Son of the living God ! It is he that 
chearfully accepts of the important commiffion, 
and refolves to aflume human nature, that he 
might be fufceptible of fufferings, and death it- 
felf for our fakes. He is to be born into the 
world, and Mary , a Virgin, whofe humility and 
purity excelled that of Angels, is chofen to be 
B 4 Mother 

* Gen. ii. 
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Mother of the Man God; and accordingly, Ga- 
briel the Archangel is difpatched from the Court 
of Heaven to her, with the glad tidings, that by 
the overjhadowing of the Roly Ghojly Jhe Jhould con- 
ceive and bring forth the Son of the Mojl High *. 
The humble Virgin, truly fenfible of this extra- 
ordinary mark of the Divine favour, afcribes it to 
the goodnefs of his holy Name : becaufe He that is 
the mighty ; fays ihe, hath done great things to me 
and Holy is his Namef. 

Mary being thus appointed to bring forth the 
Redeemer of the World, continued in the prac- 
tice of every Virtue ; and at the expiration of the 
ninth month after the Annunciation, She brought 
forth the Saviour of Mankind in a Stable, at 
Bethlehem ; where the Son of the eternal God, 
made Man, appears in a poor and abje& flair, 
trembling with cold, and abandoned by the un- 
grateful World He came to redeem. What a 
reception for the Infant, God ! Or rather, what 
an amazing Condefcenfion in him, whofe Majefty 
the vaft expanfe of the Univerfe cannot contain ; 
that He (hall fhiver with cold, and fcarcely find a 
place wherein to recline his facred Head ! Yet fo 
it was, that the Redeemer of the world, at his 
firft appearance, was willing, by his example, to 
extinguifh early in us, the fire of worldly vanity, 
to kindle in our hearts that of divine love. Not- 
withftanding his Humiliation upon earth, his 
Birth is celebrated by the whole Court of Heaven, 
amidft the greateft acclamations of Jov. Angels 
are difpatched from the throne of God, to an- 
nounce his Nativity to the world ; whilft the ce- 
leftial Chorifters moil harmonioufly fing. Glory be 
to God on high 9 and loudly proclaim the bleflings 

of 

* Luke i. 35. t Ibid. 49. 
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of Peace upon earth to men of good will* The 
earth alfo joins in the general jubilee $ the fhep~ 
herds quit their flocks* to acknowledge the fu- 
preme Paftor of fouls, Jefus Chrift \ and fhortly 
after, the Eaftern Kings, led by a ftar, haften to 
adore the Divine Infant : by their homage and 
gifts they acknowledge his fupreme Majefty, and 
confefc him to be the anointed Saviour of the 
world. 

As Abraham had received from the Lord *, at 
one time, his Name , and the Law of Circumcifion^ 
it became cuftomary with the fieivs to receive 
their Names at the time of Circumcifion, u as 

children do now at Baptifm f the divine In- 
fant conforms to the general cuftom, warranted 
by God’s law, and refolves his adorable Name 
(hall be proclaimed the eighth day after his birth i 
nay, though entirely free from the leaft tinfture of 
fin, he fubjefts himfelf to Circumcifion, as if he 
had been a finner. The angelic Do&or afligns 
various reafons, why Chrift permitted himfelf to 
be circumcifed J : it was (fays he) to confound 
the perfidy of future heretics, who would deny 
him to be true Man ; as Manicheus x who im~ 
pioufly aflerted the body of Chrift to be only 
phantaftic or imaginary : Appolinarius x who fuf- 
tained the body of Chrift was confubftantial with 
the Divinity ; and Valentinus who faid, that Chrift 
defeended from Heaven incarnate, or with a body, 
and did not aflume it from a Virgin. All which 
he confuted 'by his Circumcifion $ whereby he 
manifeftly (hewed himfelf the fon of Abraham , 
and efFe&ually proved the verity of his human 
nature. Secondly, as the law of Circumcifion 
B 5 was 

* Gen. xvii. 

+ S. Tho. 3. p. q. 37, art. 2. ad 3. % lb. art. 1. 



Digitized by CiOOQlC 




( 6 ) 



was in for^c at his coming, he (hewed his humi- 
lity and obedience in fubmitting to it : and alfo 
that by bearing the yoke of the law himfelf, we 
(houla, in future, be exempt from it. The Di- 
vine Infant, therefore, only waits till he receives 
his adorable Name, to give us an early fample of 
his unfpeakable clemency. Oh Heavens ! what 
Name mail be given to the Divine Infant, to the 
Son of the living God made man ! (hall his Name 
be called Emanuel ? or (hall he be called J Vender- 
ful , Counfellor , God^ the Mighty , the Father of 
the World to come , the Prince of Peace * ? No, 
but he fhall be called by one Name, “ which (hall 
comprife or fignify all thofe foretold by the Pro- 
phets A Name which has been from eternity 
appointed by his Almighty Father, it was an- 
nounced to his Virgin Mother, by Gabriel the 
Archangel ; and on the Day of his Circumcifion 
it was proclaimed by the High Prieft to the fons 
of Adam , to the inexpreflible Joy of all Heaven 
and Earth : His Name is called Jefus § ; becaufe 
he Jhall fave his people from their fins ||. Oh adora- 
ble and moft merciful Name ! which implies no- 
thing lefs than that our God is become our Re- 
deemer, Mediator, and Saviour ! 

-His facred Name was fcarcely proclaimed in 
the Temple, when he (hewed himfelf fenfible of 
our miferies, and ardently defires to begin the 
great work of our Redemption : though an In- 
fant but eight days old, he gives an aftoni(hing 
proof of his love. He who could have com- 
manded legions of Angels to attend and adore 
him, fubmits to the law of Circumcifion, nor 
does he wait for corporeal ftrength to bear the 

pain- 

* Tfainh vii. ix. + S. Tbo. 3. p. q. 37. a. 2. ad 1. 

$ Luke ii. 21. jj Mntth. i. 21. 
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painful operation ; for he is no fooner called Jefus^ 
than he refolves his precious blood fhall begin to 
flow to expiate the fins of the world. Thus, 
when the eternal God refolved to extend his Mer- 
cies to the whole earth ; when he determined to 
deliver mankind from the flavery of the Devil, 
under which it groaned for fome thoufands of 
years ; when, in fine, he refolved to make us his 
adopted children, and heirs of Heaven ; it was 
then he fent his only begotten Son, Jefas, upon 
earth; the Almighty Father refolving thereby to 
give the moft fignal and unheard-of proofs of. his 
Mercy to us, by the miniftry of his only begotten 
Son ! 

Admire, O Chriftian foul, the infinite Goodnefs 
of the Divine Infant ! who though but eight days 
old, chearfully expofed his tender body to the 
circumcifing knife ; and filed his precious blood 
in drops, as an earneft of thofe ftreams, which 
afterwards fo plentifully flowed on Mount Calva- 
ry, to expiate our fins, to reconcile us to his once 
difpleafed Father, to make us his adopted bre- 
thren, and heirs of his blefled kingdom. What 
inexpreffible bleflings have we not received ; what 
may we not, in future, hope to enjoy, through 
the goodnefs of his all-gracious Name ! 

Yes, Chriftian reader, fuch are our unfpeaka- 
ble obligations to his adorable Name, that we 
can only filently admire the multitude of his ten- 
der mercies, ana humbly confefs, that we have 
rcafon abundantly to rejoice in the Salvation 
which he has fo plentifully brought to us, in vir- 
tue of his all-faving Name ; as was clearly fore- 
told by the Royal Prophet, in the fubfequent 
words : We will (O Lord) rejoice in thy Salvation , 
and in the Name of our God Jhall we be exalt- 
ed*. 
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ed*. Or rather more exprefly in the words of 
the Prophet Habacue , who, contemplating the fu- 
ture bleilings mankind fhould enjoy, through the 
means of the moft facred Name Jefus, thus, in 
tranfports of joy, exprefles himfelf : I will rejoice 
in the Lord , and I will exult in God my Jefus f. 

CHAP. II. 

The Meaning and Excellency of the Name of JESUS* 

T H E Name Jefus, when confidered in 
a confined lenfe, fignifies, a Deliverer 
or Saviour from any Evil or impending Dan- 
ger i or from having obtained any particular 
or temporary fafety for the people. Thus the 
fon of Nun, who fucceeded Mofes, was ca^ed 
Jofue or Jefus, becaufe he led the Ifraelites, deli- 
vered by Mofes from Egyptian bondage, into the 
Land of Promife. The fon of Jofedecb the Prieft, 
and the fon of Sirach , bore alfo the fame name, 
and were types of Chrijl our Saviour %, 

But the Name Jefus , in its moft enlarged fenfc, 
is new, and peculiar alone to the Son of the living 
God made man ; becaufe Jefus alone has brought 
to us a Jpiritual and univerfal Salvation §. The 
Name Chrijl is frequently added to that of Jefus > 
which declares him to be the anointed Saviour of 
mankind. Yes, Chriftian foul, it is Jefus Chrijl 
that has truly brought to us a fpiritual and uni- 
verfal Salvation, by freeing us from the heavieft 
of all bondages, fin ; and from the moft formi- 
dable of all enemies, the devil. When wander- , 

ing 

* Pfal. xix. 6. + Habac. iii. 18. 

J Gravefon de myft. & annis Chrifti, DiiTert. 

J S. Tho. 3. p. q. 37. art 2. 
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ing in the lhadows of darkriefs, he called us into 
his admirable light; and when linking into the 
jaws of perdition, he raifed and gave us a title to 
the inheritance of his blefled kingdom. He 
ftrengthened our weaknefs by his power ; and 
vanquilhed every enemy here, that could obftruft 
our entrance into the heavenly Canaan hereafter. 
It was this JefuSy that wafhed away the ftain and 
guilt of fin, with his blood : He releafed us from 
the punilhment due to it, by becoming our facrificc, 
and fuffering in our ftead. The anger of God 
he appeafed, and reconciled us to his once offend- 
ed rather: the power of fin he has fubdued by 
his grace : by the do&rines of his Gofpel, he en- 
lightens; and by the alfiftance of his Spirit, 
ftrengthens our minds. In ihort, he has ufed all 
wife methods to fave us from our fmsy and all in 
virtue of his adorable Name : * but you are 
wajhedy but you are fanRtfiedy but you are jujlified in 
the Name of our Lord jfus Chrtfl . So, that the 
Name of jefus imports, that the fecond Perfon 
of the molt Holy Trinity and Son of the eternal 
God, has deigned to defcend from Heaven, to 
alTume our mortality, to fuffer in our ftead ; there- 
by to become our Mediator, our Saviour, and 
effe&ually bring afpiritual and univerfal Salvation 
to mankind. 

Howjuftly then, does the Prince of Apoftles, 
St. Peter , proclaim aloud, that there is rto other 
Name under Heaven given to men whereby we mujl 
be faved\ . And how highly does St. Paul admire 
its wonderful fanftity, when he affirms, % that no 
one can fay Lord JefuSy but in the Holy Ghofl. 
No one can worthily pronounce that all-facred 

Name 

* i Cor. vi. ii. t Atts iv. ia. 

% i Cor. xii. 5. 
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Name, unlefs with an heart cleanfed from fin, 
and lips fan&ified by the Divine Spirit. And 
does not the fame Apoftle of Nations as clearly 
aflert its fuperior excellency, in the following 
words ? * Chriji bumbled himfelf becoming obedient 
to death , even to the death of the crofs\ for which 
catifey God alfo exalted him , and hath given him a 
Name which is above every Name : that in the Name 
of JESUS every knee Jhould bend \ of thofe who are in 
Heaven , on Earthy or in Hell . And every tongue 
Jhould corfefsy that the Lord Jefus Chriji is in the 
Glory of God the Father . That every tongue 
fliould confefc our Lord Jefus to be now, and to 
have been always in the glory of his Father, 
equal to him in lubftance and in all perfections. 
The bleffed Angels of Paradife, who attend at 
the Throne of God, and fee him face to face, mod 
humbly proftrate and adore his auguft Name ; the 
Saints alfo mod gratefully concclttrate its praifes 
with the other heavenly Hofts; whereby they have 
obtained admittance into the kingdom of God, 
and glorioufly fill the vacated manfions of the 
apoftate Angels. The Earth is called upon, by 
the Apoftle, to adore the all-faving Name of 
Jefus ; for when its inhabitants were drowned in 
impiety, and obje&s of God’s wrath, Jefus came 
to relieve and fave them. Nay, Hell itfelf is not 
exempt, but mud revere the Name of the Lord, 
with fear and trembling : its accurfed inhabitants 
mud bend the knee to acknowledge Jefus Chriji 
to be fupreme Lord and Monarch of tne univerle, 
whom they impioufly blafphemed whilft upon 
earth. 

It may not be improper to remark here, that 
from Chrt/Fs having brought to us a plentiful 
Redemption, in virtue of his adorable Name, 

fome 

• Philip, ii. 
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fome weak minds would fain conclude from 
thence, that they need not attend to the work 
of Salvation ; it being, fay they, already effected 
by the Son of God ; and fo yield themfelves over 
to a fatal careleflhefs, which, in the end, muft 
fruftrate all our blefled Redeemer has done for 
them. * 

To remove this dangerous error, they fhould 
attentively refleft, that though Jefus has indeed 
brought us a plentiful Redemption, yet this great 
work is fo tempered, as that the execution of it 
requires our concurrence, as free and rational 
creatures : for inftance, though Ifraef s temporal 
deliverance was effefted by the conduft cf Jojhua 
(an eminent type of Chrift our Saviour) and the 
wonderful blefling of God on his undertakings ; 
yet the People were not indolent, they were to aft 
their part alfo : that, by obeying his orders and 
fighting their own battles, they lhould be inftru- 
mental in their own deliverance. 

In like manner, Jefus our Saviour, leads us out 
to war againft our inveterate enemies, the World, 
the Devil, and the Flelh. He iflues out to us his 
orders, and affigns to us our refpeftive pofts, or 
ftations in life $ and it is our duty to follow, to 
obey, to fight under him, to guard againft our 
common foes : to arm ourfelves with thole invin- 
cible weapons, the holy facraments, which he has 
mercifully provided for our defence and viftory. 
In fhoi t, Jefus has done all that for us, which we 
could not do for ourfelves : nay, it is God that 
worketh in you , both to have a will , and to fulfil it 
through his good will*. But what we can do, is 
ftill left upon our hands ; yet fo left, that pro- 
vided we ufe our endeavours, he will make us 

able 

* Philip ii. 13. 
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able to do it. In a word, it is Jefus that faves 
his People from their fins ; but mil they are his 
People whom he faves : them that believe his facred 
word : obey his precepts ; devote themfelves to his 
fervice : that worthily frequent the Sacraments, and 
praife his holy Name. In fine, he faves thofe, 
who endeavour to fave themfelvdfc. Had Jefus 
done lefs than this. He would not have fulfilled 
the importance of his glorious Name ; and more, 
would, have defeated the defign of it : for, to fave 
thofe from punifhment, who are ftill fond of 
guilt, would rather tend to encourage fin than to 
forbid it. A defign highly unworthy of God, 
unprofitable to man, and by no means agreeable to 
the tenor of the Gofpel. . 

x It is not thfen, to the (inner that perfeveres in 
fin, or negle&s to work his Salvation by the per- 
formance of good works, that Jefus will be a 
Saviour : but it is to the penitent finner, the de- 
vout worfliipper •> to the juft and honeft dealer y 
the bountiful alms-giver ; to the meek and morti- 
fied Chriftian, who not only works his own, but 
becomes a zealous promoter of other men’s Salva- 
tion, as far as in him lies : it is to thefe and fuch 
like, that Jefus will become a Saviour ; to them 
his moft excellent Name will adminifter unfpeak- 
able comfort , both here and hereafter ; for, how 
can crofles really afflift the good Chriftian in this 
Life, whilft Jefus promifes to comfort him? or 
how can advenity opprefs, where he fuftains ? 
Temptation cannot overcome, where Chrift de- 
fends ; nor fin condemn, where he pardons. The 
Name of Jefus can fweeten the bittereft affliftion, 
and remit more fin than we are able to commit. 
Neither fhall the pangs of death or the horror of 
the Grave affright in the laft moments of life $ nor 
fhall the terrors of Judgment drive the good Chrif- 
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tian to defpair, whilft Jefus, who came to favc the 
penitent Sinner, and is the RefurreCtion itfelf, has 
given his faithful Servants fuch ineftimable pledges 
of his love, and earnefts of everlafting life ! 

It is our duty then, to aflc that we may receive j 
to labour and pray with all our might, tnat it may 
never be our unhappy lot to*perifh amid ft fucn 
fuccours, or to refufe and neglect a Salvation that 
courts us to accept of it. In virtue of ChriJ?% 
moft excellent Name, we now have it in our 
power to work our Salvation, which before we 
had not. Wherefore, whilft we have time , let us 
da good * : for Faith without good Works is 
dead f . 

We fhould not then, permit a day to pafs with- 
out celebrating the praifes of the molt excellent 
Name, Jefus ; we wall happily find it to be an 
impregnable Tower, under whofe protection, we 
lhall be fecured from every evil : we (hall find it a 
firm fheet Anchor in the tempeftuous fea of this 
world, and a fecure Haven of eternal repofe in the 
next. The Name of Jefus, is a fhrong Armory, 
wherein we fhall find invincible weapons to com- 
bat our moft formidable Enemies, and fubdue 
them. We fhall find it an inexhauftible Treafury 
of comfort and relief, in time of affliction j of 

S race and mercy, for the penitent Sinner. In 
lort, the moft excellent Name of Jefus , is the 
divine fource of every bleffing, whether fpiritual 
or temporal, conferred on us. 

We may then, in truth affirm, that the Name, 
Jefus, is moft holy and excellent, in virtue whereof, 
Chrift has brought to us a fpiritual and univerfal 
Salvation . O admirable Love ! O unfpeakable 
Clemency ! O glorious and all-faving Name of 

Jtfus f 

* Gal. vi. 10. f James ii. 26. 



Digitized by Google 




( 14 ) 

Jefus ! A forefight of the extraordinary bleflings 
that were to be conferred on Mankind? in virtue 
of God’s moft holy Name, induced the Royal 
Pfalmift to exprefs himfelf in the following Words ;. 
All the Nations thou haji made Jhall come and adore 
before thee , O Lord: and they JhaU glorify thyr 
Name. For thou arf great and doji wonderful things. 
I will praife thee O Lord my God \ with my whole 
hearty and I will glorify thy Name for ever: for thy 
mercy is great towards me : and thou haji delivered 
my Soul out of the lower Hell*. This fliould be 
the language of every faithful heart : Thus fhould 
they exprefs their grateful acknowledgments to 
their merciful Deliverer. 

CHAP. Ill, 

The Efficacy of the Name of JESUS. 

W E may readily infer from the preceding 
chapter, that the Name of Jefus y which 
is above every Name, and through which we are 
to be faved, muft be, in itfelf efficacious beyond 
conception ; nay even when duly and worthily 
invoked by Men. The many wonders wrought 
in confequence of that extennve Power, where- 
with our blefled Redeemer was pleafed to inveft his 
Apoftles and Difciples, are a glaring proof thereof. 
St. Mark informs us f, that Chrijl granted them a 
Power to perform Prodigies and Miracles in his 
Name : In my Name y fays Jefus Chrift, they Jhall 
call out Devils, they JhaU fpeak with new tongues , 
they JhaU take up ferpents ; and if they drink any 
thing mortiferouSy it Jhall not hurt them : they Jhall 
lay their hands upon the Sick , and they JhaU be healed. 

In 

* Pfahn lxxxv. + Mark xvi. 17, 18. 
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In virtue of thefe ample powers, the Apoftles 
wrought many ftupendous works in the Name of 
%/«/ : witnefs that recorded in the third chapter 
of the Afts ; that as Peter and John went up to the 
Temple to pray, a Man, who had been lame from 
his Mother’s womb, lay at the Gate, begging an 
Alms from thofe who entered the Temple. Among 
others, he applied to the Apoftles for relief : 
whereupon St. Peter looking ftedfaftly on him, 
anfvvered : Silver and gold I have none : but what I 
have , this I give thee . In the Name of Jefus Chrijl 
of Nazareth , rife up , and walk * And having taken 
him by the right bandy He lifted him up , and pre- 
fently the plants and foies of hts feet became firm. And 
leafing up, hejlood and walked: and entered with 
them into the Temple, walking and leaping, and proof- 
ing God. The People, amazed, flock to tne 
Temple to know the caufe of this extraordinary 
cure ! which St. Peter readily afligns : that hts 
Name ( Jefus), through Faith in his Name , fays the 
Apoftle, hath made this Man found. The mira- 
culous cure foon reached the ears of the Princes 
and Elders of Jerufalem , and as many as were of 
the prieftly race, who aflcmbled the next Day, 
cited the Apoftles to appear before them : they 
were afked, by what Power or in what Name they 
had wrought that Work ? Peter , filled with the 
Holy Ghojl, faid to them: You Princes of the People, 

and Elders , hear : Be it known to you all, and to 

all the People of Ifrael ; that in the Name ofourLord 
Jefus Chrijl of Nazareth, whom you crucified, and 
whom God raifed from the Dead, even by him this 

Man Jlands found before you : neither is there any 

other Name under Heaven given to Men , whereby 
we mujl be faved *. 

* AdlsiV. 
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The Council perceiving the Conftancy of Pe- 
ter, and unable to deny the Miracle, were amazed -, 
and alarmed : they commanded the ApofHes to 
withdraw, till they had rcfblved upon what was to 
be done : when unable to prove any thing crimi- 
nal againflr the Apoftles, and dreading the fury of 
the People, were they to perfecute them without- 
caufe, the refult of their conference was $ that 
the Name ol Jefus jhould be m further divulged 
among fit he People: and accordingly, charged the 
Apojues not to /peak at all, nor teach in the Name of 
Jefus . To which the faithful and fteady Minifters 
replied; fudge you whether it he juft in the fight of 
God, to hear you rather than God. The Apoftks 
being difmiflcd with threats, returned to their 
Brethren, when after relating what hadpaffed, 
they jointly addreffed the following prayer to 
Heaven. Nozu, O Lord, look down on their threats 
stings, and grant to thy Servants with all confidence to 
preach thy word, in this, that thou Jlretch forth thy. 
hand to cures and to wonders, and miracles to be done, 
by rite Name of thy holy Son Jefus . And, far from 
being difmayed by the menaces of the Council, 
they continued to preach Jefus crucified, and re- 
joiced exceedingly, becaufe they were thought worthy 
to fuffer reproach for the Name of Jefus. 

Though the Scriptures are replete with proofs 
of the Efficacy of God’s moft powerful Name, 
yet the inftance now quoted may fuffice to clearly 
fhew its efficacy in the Infancy of Chriftianity. 
And if we have not as frequent Proofs of its 
power now, as in the firft Ages of the Church, 
the reafon is obvious : firft, becaufe they are not 
now fo neceflary, as the Chriftian Religion is 
fully eftablifhed : and fecondly, becaufe God’s 
facred Name is not fo frequently invoked in thcfe 

later 
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later Ages, nor with the like fpirit of piety and 
devotion, as formerly. Yet has Almighty God 
been gracioufly pleafed to give us repeated In- 
ftances of it’s efficacy, from time to time, to 
ftrengthen our faith ana confidence in his Adora- 
ble Name, and convince os, thqtHe is ever willing 
to impart bleffings, to perform wonders in favour 
of thofe who devoutly and conftantly invoke it. 

I (hall feleft one furprizing proof thereof, 
out of many, recorded m the life of the glorious 
Patriarch St. Dominick , Founder of the holy Order 
of Preachers, attefted by Hiftorians of undoubted 
veracity *. The Faft was this : Whilft the Pa- 
triarch Si. Dominick refided in our Convent of St. 
Sixtus at Romo, he was frequently vifited by the 
moft refpeftable Prelates of that great Metropolis, 
who conceiving the higheft opinion of his San&ity 
and Learning, fought every opportunity to con- 
verfe with him. Cardinal Stephen , who was among 
the Number of his Admirers, accompanied by two 
other Cardinals, went, one Morning, to viiit the 
Saint ; and whilft engaged in the moft edifying 
converfations, they received an account, that a 
young Nobleman nad been thrown from his horfe, 
by its taking fright : that his head and limbs were 
moft fhockingly fra&ured, by his foot remaining 
in the ftirrup j and when difengaged, was found 
ftone dead. The Meflenger alfo informed them, 
that the Corpfe then lay ftretched in the Oratory, 
an object of pity to all that beheld it. 

Who is it that would not be affe&ed at 
fuch a moving fight ? But imagine to yourfelf, 
Chriftian Reader, the inexpreflible grief of Car- 
dinal Stephen , when advancing with the Saint and 

two 

* S. Antonin, part. 3. tit. 23.— Theodoric. in vita, 
&c.— Fleury, Hill. Eccl. lib. 78. n. 32. 
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two Cardinals, to view the Corpfe of the deceafed 
Prince, he difcovered it to be the fhattered remains 
of his dearly beloved Nephew Napoleon Urftni *. 
The Cardinal, in a flood of tears, proftrates him- 
felf at the Saint’s feet, befeeching him to petition 
Heaven for the revival of his Nephew, which the 
Saint, at firft, through humility declined : But 
at length, moved, on the one hand, by the Car- 
dinal’s tears and intreaties ; on the other, bv the 
faithful promife of Jefus Cbrifl : If you ajk the 
Father any thing in my Name , he will give it you f. 

Ani- 

• Dr. Burke , in his Hibernia Dominicana , pag. 38$, 
informs us, that Napoleon Urftni was one of the An- 
ceftors, in a diredt line* of Pope Benedid XIII. of 
happy Memory, who was aflunied, out of the Order 
of Preachers, to govern the Univerfal Church in the 
Year 1724. The Sovereign Pontiff was heard, by 
Dr. Burke and other credible Wicneffes, to declare ; 
that Napoleon Urftni , who had been railed from the 
dead by the Patriatch St. Dominick , in the Oratory of 
St. Sixtus, was, under God, the caufe of his Exiftence. 
Hence, in grateful memory of the extraordinary fa- 
vour, he refolves upon and actually executed a tho^ 
rough repair of the Church and Convent of St. 
Sixtus 9 which then was, and now is inhabited by 
the Children of St. Dominick , Natives of Ireland . 
The pious Pontiff frequently vifired this Sandhiary, 
which he held in high Veneration ; and for fome 
time refided therein, performing a fpiriiual retreat, 
to the unfpeakable comfort of the Religious, con- 
ftantly exhibiting the ftrongefl Proofs of profound 
Humility and folid Piety. This memorable fadt is 
engraved on Lapules eredted in the Oratory where 
the 'Miracle was wrought, (which the Author of this 
Effay had often the comfort of reading) as a perpe- 
tual Monument to the lateft Pofteri'y, of the fprprifing 
Miracle. 

+ John xvi. 23. 
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Animated then, with a ftrong and lively faith, he 
defires the Altar might be prepared for him to cele- 
brate Mafs. Whilft he offered the mod holy facrifice, 
with his accuftomed devotion, at the Elevation of 
the Hojl and Chalice, he is raifed a few Cubits 
from the Ground, in the prefence of a numerous 
Congregation ; a fure Prefage of the defired Mi^ 
racle. The Sacrifice being offered, full of Con- 
fidence in God, he approaches the Bier, on which 
the deceafed Noble Youth lay ftretched : he com- 
pofes the fraftured limbs, then raifing his eyes and 
heart to Heayen, fervently implores the Father of 
Mercy, through the Merits of his only begotten 
Son, Jefus, to reftore Life to the young Prince, 
Having linifhed his mental Prayer, He then with 
an audible Voice utters the following Words : 
Napoleon , in the Name of Jefus, I command you to 
arije . No fooner were the powerful words ex- 
prefled, than Death obeys the command, and flies 
from the Corpfe of the young Nobleman ! His 
broken limbs knit and become ftronger than be- 
fore : He immediately rifes, walks, and lives to 
have a numerous Progeny, to the unfpeakable Joy 
of his afHi&ed Uncle, and admiration of the other 
Cardinals and Multitude prefent. This ftupen- 
dous Miracle could not fail to increafe the efteem 
and veneration of all that were prefent to the 
great St. Dominick : they fought occaflons to teftify 
their fenfe of his great merit and power, which he 
with humility declines, confeffing himfelf no 
more than an unworthy Inftrument ; afTuring 
them in the words of St. Peter , That the Name of 
Jefus, through faith in his Name , hath made this 
Man found *. He then intreats them to join him 
in returning their moft grateful thanks to Hea- 
ven 



•Aflsiii. 16. 
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ven for the fignal favour, in the words of the 
royal prophet * : Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but 
to thy Name be glory given . This furprizing Mi- 
racle was wrought by St. Dominick , that great 
favourite of Heaven, at the hour of nine o’clock, 
on the 24th of February, in the year 1220 f. 
Thus, does -the Efficacy of the Name of Jefus 
appear beyond contradi&ion, when duly and 
worthily invoked ! Thus does the Son of the li- 
ving God fulfil his Promife, to his faithful Ser- 
vants, not only of the Apoftolic, but alfo of 
fucceedtng Ages ; that whatfoever is afked of the 
Father in his Name , Jhall be granted \ Or, if 

you cfk me any thing in my Name, fays Jefus Chrift, 
I will do it ||. Every Supplicant then, who hopes 
to meet a favourable hearing, by invoking the 
Name of the Lord, fhould be mindful of the im- 
portant Advice of St. Paul §, Let every one , fays 
he, depart from iniquity , who nameth the Name of 
the Lord. To mention or invoke the moft holy 
Name of the Lord with polluted Lips, defiled 
Hearts, or diftra&ed Minds, is what renders our 
fupplications ineffectual and abortive. Whilft, 
on the contrary, when the Soul is cleanfed from 
Sin, and the petition made with the proper Condi- 
tions, it is then whatever we afk, through the me- 
rits of his gracious Name, we {hall amtredly ob- 
tain, in due time : nay, to comprize all in a few 
words, the moft important of all bleflings, your 
Eternal Salvation, {hall prove the fure reward of 
a devout Invocation of it : for, whofoever pall in- 
voke the Name of the Lord, Jhall be faved §||. “ That 
is,” fays the bright Luminary of the Church, St. 

Thomas , 

* Pfal exfii. 9. 

Bremond, Annot. 1. in Bull. tom. i. pag. 9. 

[I John xiv. 14. i 2 Tim. ii. 19. 511 R&ni- * 13* 
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Thomas^ u Invoke the Name of the Lord worthily, 
4C invoke it perfeverantly, and your Salvation 
44 will be fecure 

O wonderful Efficacy of the Name of Jefus / 
whilft we view a plentiful Salvation brought to the 
whole Earth, in virtue of it, how can we poffibly 
refrain from crying out, in tranfports of Joy and 
Admiration, with the*Pfalmill : O Lord , our Lord , 
how wonderful is thy Name in the whole Earth f f 
The whole Earth abounds with the moll diftin- 
guifhed marks of its efficacy, which, like unto a 
perpetual font, is ever pouring forth the Water* 
of Grace on the Sons of Men, unlefs we by our 
Impieties ftem the facred Torrent. Let all the 
Earth then adore thee (O God) and fing to thee: let 
it fay a pfalm to thy Name J. 

CHAP. IV. 

We jare bound to praife the Name of JESUS . 

I F we examine the infpired Writers on thi* 
head, we fhall find them jointly and feverally 
proclaiming the praifes due to the moll holy and 
auguft Name of God. They conceived a proper 
fenfe of its greatnefs : their writings -are replete 
with encomiums on it, and the moll perfuafive 
arguments to engage us to praife it. The venera- 
ble Patriarchs and rrophets of the old Law, con- 
felled themfelves totally indebted to God’s holy 
Name for every bleffing they received : they clearly 
forefaw and foretold, that they, and future Gene- 
rations, Ihould be delivered from the Haver y of the 
Devil, and faved from their fins, in virtue of the 
C moll 

* In Epifi. ad Rom. Pla.1. viii, i. 

% Pfa!. lxv. 4. 
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tnoft holy Name of Jefus. And hence it was, that 
they frequently addreifed him in the following 
words : * Arife, 'O Lord , help us and redeem us for thy 
Name's fake . 

So confcious was the Royal Prophet of this 
truth, that he fcarccly addreffed a pfalm to the 
Lord, wherein he did not cxprefsly mention and 
glorify his holy Name , particularly in his 148th 
.pfalm, where he warmly invites all creatures to 
praife God’s moft facred Name. He calls on the 
Heavens, the Angels, and all the heavenly Hofts 5 
the Sun, Moon, and Stars, to praife the Nairn of 
the Lord . “The fublunary Bodies are alfo called 
upon to celebrate the praifes of his Name : Even, 
inanimate Creatures are not omitted ; nor the 
Beafts of the field, nor the feathered Inhabitants 
of the Air ! All are fummoned to praife the Name 
of the Lord, but more efpecially the Kings of the 
Earth and all People ; Princes and all Judges of 
the Earth : Young Alen and Maidens: let the Old 

with the Younger , praife the Name of the Lord : for 
his Name alone is exalted. 

If then, the Patriarchs and Prophets could riot 
refrain from proclaiming the greatnefs of God’s moft 
adorable Name, and inviting all Nations to glorify 
it -y with infinitely morereafon we, Chriftians,fhould 
inceflantly praife it : becaufe, what they hoped 
for, we enjoy : in virtue of it, a plentiful Re- 
demption has been brought to us ; the Gates of 
Heaven are opened to us, nor can anything exclude 
us from the - perpetual Inheritance of its glorious 
Manfions, but to wilfully reject or negle& the 
grace and mercy, which the Name of jefus' has 
abundantly procured for us. 

Hence, 

* Pfalm xliii. 26. > 
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Hence, when we confider how. much we are 
Indebted to his All -gracious Name, it muft 
appear evident beyond contradiction, that we 
can never fufflciently admire and praife it ! It 
was . from a . knowledge of the favours already be- 
llowed on Mankind, and a fore-knowledge of the 
unfpeakable bleflings which were to be conferred 
on the Chriftian World, that caufed the Royal 
Prophet to- call on all Creatures, to join him in ce- 
lebrating the praifes of God’s moll adorable Name : 
v He invites the King, the Peafant ; the Rich, the 
Poor ; the Healthy, the Sick ; the Young and the 
Old, to praife the Name of the Lord : for, as 
Mankind of all ranks and degrees, of every age 
and condition, have or may experience the efficacy 
of his moll powerful Name ; fo all Mankind are 
indifputably bound by Duty , Gratitude , Interefi, 
and Necejfity , to praife his ever glorious Name. 

Duty , becaufe it is the Tribute jultly due to 
God’s infinite Majelly, Gratitude , in thankf- 

giving for the favours already received, laying with 
David : IVhat Jhall I render to the Lord, for all the 
things he hath rendered to me ? I will take the Chalice 
of Salvation , and I will call on, the Name of the 
Lord*. Then gratefully thank him with the fame 
Prophet, in the following words :.Blefs, O my Soul ! 
the Lord , and all that is within , me, blefs his holy 
Name , .... and never forget all his benefits f. Inter efi, 
that you may merit a continuance of them : be- 
caufe, ’tis from {;he Lord every real blelfing mull 
defeend^: for inftance, if Afflictions or Crofles 
prefs heavily upon you, and that you expert relief, 
your recourfe muft be to the Name of the Lord, 
faying with holy David% : / have met with trouble 
C 2 and 

* Pfahn cxv. 3, 4. f Pfaltn cii 2 • 

X Pfalm cxiv. 4. 
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and forrow : and I called upon the Name of the Lord. 
Invoke the moft holy Name of God worthily, and 
you fhall derive the utmoft comfort and confolation 
from that fweeteft Name : like David , you fhall 
obtain the defircd relief. You fhall plainly difco- 
ver, that your moft earneft endeavours to praife the 
amiable Name of the Lord, are totally inadequate 
to its goodnefs $ and in raptures fhall warmly invite 
all Creatures to celebrate jointly the moft holy 
Name of God, in the words of the royal Pfalmift* : 
Join with me to magnify our Lord , and let us all 
together celebrate his holy Nafne : I fought the Lord , 
and he heard me \ and he deUvered me from all my 
troubles. 

Hence appears the neceffity of Affli&ions, from 
time to time, that we may know our own ineffici- 
ency and be compelled to feek the Lord, agreeable 
to what David fays : Fill their fkces with Jhame ; 
and they Jhall feek tby Name , O Lordf . If you 
.defire the remiffion of your Sins, with an humble 
and contrite heart fay, with the royal Penitent % : 
For thy Name's fake, OLord , thou wilt pardon my fin; 
for it is great : and you fhall obtain the forgivenefs 
of them. Or with die ten Lepers , raife your voices, 
crying out, Jesus Master, have mercy on us ; 
and you fhall be made clean §. For I write unto you, 
fays the Evangelift St. John , that through his Name 
your Sins are forgiven you ||. If you are in want of 
any temporal Good, you muft nrft, be refigned to 
the wife difpenfations of Providence : Then, like 
patient Job , proclaim the Name of the Lord blejfed, 
and you fhall afliiredly obtain, in due time, a gra- 
cious 

* Pfalm xxxii*. 4, 5. f Pfalm lxxxii. 17. 

J Pfalm xxiv* 11. $ Luke xvii. 13. 

| 1 Ep. ii. 12. 
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cious return : your wants {hall be fupplied ; and 
whatever you requeft, fhall be granted : provided, 
what you afk tends to God’s honour and your own 
welfare, agreeable to what the Pfalmift fays* : 
Thou my God haft heard my prayer j Thou haft given 
an Inheritance to them that fear thy Name. 

In fhort a worthy Invocation of God’s holy 
Name will intitle you effeChially to the divine Pro- 
tection, as he declares by his prophet David : 
Becaufe he hath hoped in me , I will deliver him: 
I will protect him, becaufe he hath known my 
Name\i What evils can affeCl the Soul, whillt 
under the Protection of its God ? What Vice can 
ftain the Soul, whilft under the Protection of 
Sanctity itfelf ! The Noon-day Devil, with all his 
Emiffaries, fhall fly from the Man who praifes the 
Name of his Goa : becaufe, protected by Omni- 
potence itfelf. There fhall noEvil come to him, for, 
I will protest him, (ays the Lord, and why? Becaufe 
he hath known my Name . Ah, what an happinefs 
to be under the Jhadow of his Wings, under the pro- 
tection of the God of Heaven ! What an unfpeak- 
able Comfort to a Chriftian Soul ! 

Laftly, NeceJJity ; becaufe we are not to be faved, 
but by praifing the mofl holy Name of Jtfus : For, 
there is no other Name under Heaven given to Men 9 
whereby we muft be faved J. Hence, if you have 
your Salvation at heart, you cannot accomplifh 
the great Work foonpr, or with greater cer- 
tainty, than by praifing the Name of the Lord : as 
he tells us by his Prophet Ifaiah §, Every one that 
calleth upon my Name, fays the Lord, I have created 
him for my glory. What powerful Inducements to 
praife the ineffable Name of the Lord ! 

C 3 If 

* Pfalm lx. 6. Pfalm xc. 

t Arts iv. i2. $ xliii. 7. 
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If thefe, fo many and fuch facred ties, fhall not 
bind us to render rraife and Thankfgiving to the r 
moft holy Name of God, I know not what will ! 
Perhaps, where love or gratitude Cannot prevail. 
Fear may terrify us into our Duty. How fre- 
quently have Kingdoms, Provinces, Cities', Towns 
and Villages, been vifited by the moft dreadful 
Calamities of Famine* Plagues, War, Earth- 
quakes, and a thoufand other feourges, for the 
criminal neglexft of not p railing God’s moft facred 
Name ? How often has that fhamefal omiflion 
been productive of vexatious di (appointments and 
failures in Trade, to te2ch Worldlings at their 
coft (ft nee nothing elfe will convince them) that 
what they are inceflanriy labouring for, is uncer- 
tain and tranfitory ; and that, without a foithfi.il 
difeharge of their Duty to God, they cannor ex- 
pert any folid or lulling good in this life. 

In Ihort, thole various misfortunes and difap-* 
pointments that happen* fo frequently in the 
world, may, with the greateft juftice, be afcri&ed 
to the omiflion of prailing God^s moft: venerable 
Name, or to a profanation of it. Nay, the royal 
Prophet prays, that fuch feourges and heavy judg- 
ments may. befal thbfc carelefs Turners that neglec? 
to praife the Name of the Moft High, and the 
impious mifereants th*at profane it. * Pour out 
thy wrath , fays he to the Lord, upon Nations that 
have riot known thee \ and upon kingdoms that havt 
not called upon thy Name . 

Wherefore, if you mean to efcape exemplary 
punifhments on the one handy or to reap unfpeak-* 
able bleflings, prom i fed to thofe that glorify the 
Name of Jefus, on the other, you muft be indew 
fatigable in your addrefles to his all-faving Name ; 
and ever remember, that to love your God and 

glo- 



* PfaL, Ixxviii. 6. 
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glorify his Name (notwithftanding the importance 
of your worldly avocations), muft indifpcnfibly 
be the principal object of your thoughts, the foie 
delire of your hearts, and the end of all your 
actions. By him therefore let us offer the fa- 
crifice of praife always to God , that is , the fruit of 
Lips conf effing his Name 

There are various ways of giving Praife t$ 
God’s molt facred Name. Firft, by the perform- 
ance of good works : fuch as worthily frequent- 
ing the facraments of Penance and the Eucharijl ; 
by alms-deeds ; by farting, praying, and thank- 
fully receiving whatever the Divine Wifdom ftiall 
think proper to appoint for you, whether profpe- 
rous or adverfe. In Ihort, the Name of the Lord 
is glorified by every good work ordained to his 
Honour and Glory. Hence, St. Paul gives this 
falutary advice, f Whatsoever you do in word or 
deed, do all things in the Name of our Lord Telus 
Chrift. 

Secondly, You glorify his Name, when you 
defend his Honour againft Blafphemers, .Curlers, 
or profane Swearers ; when with a Chrirthm 
courage, you check their infolence by a feafonable 
advice, or a prudent correction : for, by thus vin- 
dicating the caufe of God upon earth, and pub- 
licly arterting the Honour due to his holy Name, 
you proclaim his Name hallowed, and will aflured- 
jy meet that blefied return, which Chr/Jl has faith- 
fully promifed, that he will. own you before his 
ther who is in Heaven %, 

Thirdly, We honour his Name by taking a 
good and lawfuf Oath. But it muft be carefully 
remarked, that to conftitute a lawful Oath, three 
C 4 Con- 

Heb. xili. i$. \ ColoiT. iii. 17. 

J Mitth. x. 32. 
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Conditions are exprefsly required by God himlelf : 
viz, jujiice , truths and judgment , as he declares 
by his Prophet "Jeremy * : And thou jhalt Jwear : as 
the Lord liveth , in truth , and in jujiice , in judg- 

ment. An Oath, when accompanied by thele 
three conditions, will not be attended with any 
difrefpedt or irreverence to the moft holy Name 
of God : on the contrary, it fhall prove merito- 
rious, and an a of Religion. 

And laftly, Glory is given to the Name of the 
Lord, in a fingular manner, by the Rofary and 
Sodality inscribed to the moft holy Name of Je- 
sus, wherein the praifes of that all-gracious 
Name are diftinflly fet forth ; and what he has 
done for us, in confcquence of it, exprefsly com- 
memorated, as we (hall fee more fully hereafter ; 
only remarking at prclent, that there are fome 
perfons whofe circumftances are fo low, as not to 
be able to give praife to God by relieving their 
dill reded fellow creature. Others perhaps, have 
neither power to correct, nor abilities to advife 
the profane fwearer. But all and every Chrifti- 
an, whether Learned or Ignorant, whether Rich 
or Poor, may give Glory to the moft holy Name 
of God, by learning and repeating that eafy but 
powerful form of prayer, the Rosary of. Jesus : 
it will inform them briefly of the ineftimable 
blcftings they have received through it : it will 
remind them of what it coft Jefus 9 Son of the 
living God, to purchafe thofe bleffings for them ; 
whilft a devout recital of the Rofary of the Name 
of Jcfus, will prove a moft acceptable return for 
the immenfe favours conferred, and merit a con- 
tinuance of them to us. 

In fhort, it will infpire you with the love of 
Jtf*s 9 and a delire of co-operating with his Good- 
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nefs ; it will animate you with an humble hope 
of fully enjoying one day or other, that happy 
eternity, which has been purchafed for us, in vir- 
tue of the moil holy Name of Jefus. Let us then 
offer the facrifce of praife always to God, that is, 
the fruit of Lips confefjing his Name *, by an hum- 
ble, fervent, and conftant recital of the Rofary of 
Jefus. 



CHAP. V. 

Of Swearing . 

A S we are indifpenfibly bound to praife the 
Name of the Lord, we are equally obli- 
gated to avoid a Profanation of it, by declining 
unlawful, rajh, or falfe Oaths , Imprecations, and 
Blafphemies. An Oath, as defined by Divines, is 
to call God to witnefs the truth of any thing we 
fay or do :* fo that by an Oath, God is called up- 
on as the firft and infallible Truth, to ratify or 
vouch the truth of what we affirm. 

An Oath is principally of three kinds : The 
firft is an offertory Oath, whereby a man inter- 
pofes the authority of God’s Name, to aflert a 
paft or prefent truth ; for inftance, when a man 
iwears that a matter is fo, or has been fo. The 
fecond is a promiffory Oath, whereby the fame 
Authority of God’s moft facred Name is given as 
a pledge or furety for the performance of what- 
ever you promife to do; for example, when you 
fwear to give an alms, you pledge God’s holy 
Name for the execution thereof. An execratory 
Oath is fworn, when a man not only calls upon 
God, as a Witnefs, but alfo as an Avenger of 
lies ; for inftance, when the fwearer fays,, if what 
C 9 I afTert 

• Heb. xiii. 15. 



Digitized by njOOQIC 




( i° ') 



I arflert be not true, or that what I promifc, I will 
not perform* that God may not be propitious to mb, 
at the hour of death ; that he may A jinn mc\ that the 
Earth may open and fivallozu me, & c. which is the 
fame as to fay, If I fweaf a falfhood, may God, 
the Author of truth, and Punilhtr of lies, reveal 
my perfidy to the whole world, by inflicting the 
heavieft and mod exemplary puniftiments upon 
me, that his infinite Wil'dom can devife, or his 
avenging Juftice execute. 

It is a matter of doubt among moral Divines, 
whether thcfe exprcfiions, upon the word of an he - 
nejl Man , on my Confcience , on the word of a Chrif- 
tiun , on my Faith , and fuch like, are to be ac- 
counted Oaths, fome affirming, others denying. 
I {hall only obferve with a Celebrated Author *, 
that if an Intention of fwearing accompanies thefe 
words, they amount to the force of an Oath ; but 
if they are uttered as mere Affirmations, alluding 
Only to that truth or veracity of which every man 
may be fuppofed poffeflcd, they are not to be 
deemed Oaths : yet fuch expreffiorts ought to be 
induftrioufly avoided, as they border upon an 
Oath ; and a repetition of them, may readily lead 
to a frequency of fwearing, in which there are 
many dangers. 

To conftitute an Oath, it is not neceflary that 
the Name of God (hall be exprefsly mentioned ; 
as when you Twear by God , by Jefus , by the Holy 
Ghojly by Chrijl, or his facred fVounds , and fuch 
like : For a tacit and indirect invocation of God’s 
holy Name is fufficient to form an Oath ; as when 
you fwear by any created being, calling upon it 
to witnefs the truth of what you affirm ; for in- 
ftance, when you fwear by the Bible, the Crcfs, 

our 

* Billuart, tom. xii. differ t. 5. art. 2. 
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cur Lady , &c. for, though thefe creatures, of 
themfelves, give no ftrength or authority to an 
Oath, yet as the Majefty and Goodnefs of God 
really are, and appear in them, they have the 
fame weight and authority. Hence, he that fwears 
by the Crofs , is understood to (wear by the Son 
of God, who was crucified : He who fwears by , 
the Bible, fwears by God, whofe truth is con- 
tained and delivered therein : And he who fwears 
by the Mother of God (our Lady) fwears by him* 
whofe Mother me is. 

In (hort, as all created beings appertain to God, 
their Creator, and have a neceflary relation to 
him, “ and as the divine Truth fliines forth in 
** them,” fays the Angelic Doctor j fo they 
who fwear by God’s creatures, aFe always deemed 
to Iwear by God himfelf. Hence, our bleffed 
Redeemer gives us the following important in- 
fir u<ftion : * I fay unto you , fays Jefus Chrifty 

do not fwear at all, neither by Heaven , becaufe it is 
the throne of God, nor by the Earth , becaufe it is 
the footftool of his feet \ nor by Hicrufalem , becaufe 
it is the City of the great King ; neither Jbalt thow- 
fwear by thy head , becaufe thou can ft not make one 
hair white or black ; but let your talk be. Tea , Tea, 
and No,. No , (md that which is. over and. above thefe, 
is of evil . 

By thefe words our divine Mafter teaches, that 
, we are not to fwear by any created being ; be- 
caufe, as the Majefty and Power of God lhine 
forth in them, of courfe, to fwear by his crea- 
tures, is indireftly to fwear by God himfelf. 7*o 
prevent therefore, the cuftom of {wearing by 
Himfelf or his creatures, he gives this general 
Command, Do not fwear at all ; whereby he 
means not to condemn all. Oaths .indifervninately, 

as 

•Matth.v. 
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as fome heterodox Believers would fain perfuadc 
us, but he intends only to forbid fwearing by 
himfelf or his creatures, on trifling occafions, or 
to fupport and uphold falfhoods ; for Neceflity 
and Truth alone, fliould impel us to fwear. 
Thus, when Neceffity obliges you to take an Oath, 
and that you fwear the Truth , with Prudence and 
mature Deliberation, your Oaths are not to be 
condemned as unlawful ; nay, they are meritori- 
ous, and an Aft of Religion ; for as the Angelic 
Doftor * teaches, an Oath in itfelf, when ac- 
companied with the Conditions of Jujlice , Truth , 
and Judgment , is lawful and an Aft of Religion, 
both as to its Origin and the End propofed by 
taking an Oath ; for it originally proceeded from 
that faith or belief which men have, of God’s 
being the firft and infallible Truth, to whofe in- 
finite Knowledge the moil hidden fecrets are 
clearly revealed ; and, as fuch, God is called up- 
on as a Witnefs to the Truth of what we fwear. 
An Oath is alfo lawful as to the End propofed by 
fwearing, which is, to gain credit for the honeft 
man, and to put an end to ftrifes and contenti- 
ons, as St. Paul fays : for men fwear by one great- 
er than them f elves \ and the end of every Controverfy 
among them , for confirmation , is an Oath +. 

But, though we confefs God to be the firft and 
infallible Truth, by means of a lawful Oath* 
and that our difputes become happily terminated 
thereby, yet an Oath is by no means a defirable 
good ; becaufe of the many dangers attending a 
frequency of fwearing s for, when we confider, 
as St. Thomas % remarks, that the cuftom of law- 
ful fwearing was introduced only as a Remedy to 

gain 

* 2. 2. q. 89. art. 4. f Heb. vi. 16. 

$ Ibid. art. 5. 
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S ain Credit for man, whofe Veracity is often 
oubted of, even when he affirms a Truth ; we 
mult conclude, that as a Drug ox Medicine is 
only to be taken when Neceffity requires, left it 
fhould lofe its efficacy and become hurtful, fo an 
Oath is to be taken only when Neceffity obliges 
in Defence of -Truth; left by a frequency of 
fwearing, even the truth, we fhould expofe our- 
felves to profane the all-facred Name of God, 
and thereby convert that falutary remedy into a 
mortal poifon. Do not , fays the Holy Ghoft, 
g ccuflom yourfebues to j wearing , becaufe there are 
many dangers in it * : Hence, even a lawful Oath 
fhould be taken but very feldom, with great cau- 
tion, and only when neceffity requires it. 

Such is the goodnefs of God, that left we 
fhould err in fo delicate a matter, the divine Wif- 
dom has thought it meet to point out diftin&ly 
to us, by the prophet Jeremy , thole conditions 
that mult indifoenfibly accompany every Oath, to 
render it lawful : And thou fhalt Jwear : as the Lord 
livetb, fays he, in Truths and in Judgment , and 
in JuJlice +. There can be no doubt of an Oath 
fo taken, being lawful ; it is warranted by the 
Example of God himfelf, who has* frequently 
fworn, as the facred Scripture informs us; for 
God making a promife to Abraham^ fays St. Paul, 
becaufe he had no one greater , by whom he might 
fwear , fwore by himfelf J. 

The Chriftian world do, and always did look 
upon Oaths, as the moft facred and binding Obli- 
gations upon Earth, between man and man ; and 
it has ever been the cuftom, when man would 
give the belt and moft warrantable aflurance for 
* the 

* Eccl. xxiii. 9. f 2 * 

J Heb. vi. 16, 
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the truth of what he faid, he called upon God, 
in a folemn manner, as a witncfs of the truth of 
what he affirmed or promifed. 

It fhould be ever moft carefully remarked, that 
though the Lor4 is pleafcd to empower you to 
call upon his moft holy and auguft Name, ’tis 
upon certain conditions, and under certain re-* 
{trillions. He permits you to call upon him as a 
Wknefs, only when Neccffity requires you to 
affirm a Truth, or as a Surety for the Perform- 
ance of any lawful Action, which you promife to 
do. 

In the taking of an Oath, you fhould have the 
fear of the Lord before your eyes : You jhall fear 
the Lord your God , fays he, and you jhall Jerve 
him alone \ and you Jhall fwear hy his Name *. 
Not upon every occafion, but thou Jhalt fwear , 
fays he, in Judgment, and in jit/ lice , and in Truth f. 
As if he had faid. Though I permit you to fwear 
by my awful Name, you imift be extremely care- 
ful, under the penalty of incurring my higheft 
difpleafure, not to fwear by my Name, rafhly, or 
on trifling occafions, but only when Neceffity im- 
pels you to it. You muft be alfo careful, not to 
call upon me, as a Surety or Witnefs, for the Per- 
formance of what is unlawful, or the Omiflion of 
what is lawful, to be done. Nor, in fine, ftiall 
you fwear by my holy Name, to enforce an Un- 
truth, or uphold a Falfhood. 

Biit, as a fuller knowledge of thefe Conditions 
feems neceflary to the generality of Chriftians, 
who, when they approach the Tribunal of Con- 
feflion, make no diftin&ion between Oaths ; nay, 
often comprehend Imprecations and Elafphemics , 
.under the general appellation of an Oath , though. 

widely 

* Dent, vi. 13. f Jeremy iv. 
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widely different; one exceeding the other in Ma- 
lice and Impiety : it, therefore, appears highly 
neceffary to explain them more fully, in the fol- 
lowing Chapters. But, it is proper firft to remark 
with the Catechifm of the Council of Trent * : 
44 That the Name of God, that the Letters and 
44 Syllables of it, or the naked Word alone, of 
44 itfelf, is not here altogether to be regarded ; but 
44 that we muft ferioufly conlider what that word, 
> 4 which fignifies the Almighty and Eternal Mi- 
44 jefty of the Tri-une Godhead, means. From 
44 hence it is eafily gathered, that the Superftition 
44 of fome Jews was vain, who durft not pro- 
44 nounce the Name of God, though they durfl 
44 write it ; as though the Divine Power were in 
44 thofe Letters, and not in the Thing.” And 
though the Commandment be put in the Angular 
number. Thou Jbalt not take the Name of the Lord 
thy God in vain , 44 this is not to be underflood,” 
fays the fame Catechifm, 44 of any one Name, 
44 but all the Names which are ufed to be attri- 
44 buted to God ; for there are many Names 
44 aferibed to God, as. Lord , Almighty , Lord of 
44 Hojls , King of Kings , Strongs and others cf 
44 the like fort, which we read in Scripture, all 
44 of which have the like and the fame Venera- 
44 tion.” 

It is alfo to be remarked, that if an Oath be 
tendered by a Judge, Magiilrate, or any other 
perfon legally qualified to tender an Oath : if the 
perfon to whom the Oath is thus tendered, for- 
fwcars himfelf, his crime is much ' aggravated ; 
becaufe the formality and folemnity generally ufed 
upon fuch occafions, leave room for reflexion and 
deliberation. And confequently, the perfon fo 

fwearing 

* In 2. Decalog, Precept. 
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fwearing a Falfhood, becomes wilfully and pre- 
meditately guilty of Perjury, which is an heinous 
crime. 



CHAP. VI. 

The firjl Condition nece£ary to render an Oath law- 
ful, viz. Judgment. 

<c A Ralh Oath wants Judgment," fays St. 

Thomas *. By this Condition Almighty 
God requires, that we fhall not fwear rafhly or 
inconfiderately, but difcreetly, and only when 
Neceffity impels us to it; maturely coniidering 
the matter we are about to fwear, whether it be 
of that moment as to require an Oath. We are 
forbid to fwear on trifling occafions, or even in 
weighty matters, when they can be proved with- 
out an Oath. In a word, the condition Judg- 
ment, forbids all rafh, idle, and indifcreet Oaths, 
though in the Truth . 

Great Caution and Circumfpeftion then, fhould 
be ufed before you take an Oath, or fwear at alL 
You fhould attentively confider the matter, with 
all its circumftances, whether it be of .that im- 
portance as to require an Oath : you fhould alft> 
be cautious not to fwear out of love, hatred, an- 
ger, fear, or any other diforderly paflion ; for 
thefe fi> biafs and cloud the Judgment, that men 
but too often, on that account, take very indif- 
creet and imprudent Oaths fo much prudence 
and discretion is required in taking an Oath, that 
the Canon law will not allow Children, until ar- 
rived at the fourteenth year of their age, to take an 

Oath* ; 

* a. 2. q. 89. a. 3. 
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Oath * ; prefuming, that before they have attain- 
ed that age, they have not fufficient Judgment to 
fwear with that refpeft and reverence fo juftly 
due to God’s moft venerable Name. 

The primitive Chriftians were fo averfe to the 
taking of Oaths, that they fhunned them like 
Perjury: if called upon to fwear to-day, they 
put it off till to-morrow; when called upon to- 
morrow, they deferred it, if poffible, till next 
day, Thus did they endeavour to guard againft 
the Cuftom of Swearing, left they fliould offer 
any Irreverence to God’s moft facred Name. But, 
when Neceffity obliged them to fwear, upon any 
interefting occafion, they firft retired into the 
Church, where, on benaed knees, they craved 
the Afliftance of Heaven, left they fliould offer 
the fmalleft Irreverence to the moft holy Name of 
God. Nay, St. Comeliusy Pope, required they 
fhould be rafting, when an Oath was to be taken, 
left the Vapours that arife from a full ftomach, 
fliould obfeure the rational Faculties, and expofe 
them to fwear without due Refpeft to the moft 
awful Name of the Lord. The Jews + held 
the Name of God in fuch high Veneration, that 
the Priefts alone were empowered to mention it, 
and that only, when they folemnly blefled the 
people in the Temple : and except upon that oc- 
cafion, whenever they met with the Name God, 
even in reading the Scriptures, they called him 
Lord ; fo awful and venerable did the adorable 
Name God, appear to them, that they thought 
themfelves unworthy to mention it, even when 
reading the Prophets; and much more fo, to call 

upon 

* Cat. Con. Triden. fn 2. Decal. Precep. 

•f- Segneri, Chrift. IftruitO Rag. 10. 
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upon him to witnefs every trivial occurrence ill 
their common difeourfes. 

Can Chriflians, unlefs bereaved of all fenfe of 
Religion, hear thefe Truths, and not blufh with 
Shame and Confufion ? when they recoiled, that 
the adorable Names God, Jefus, Holy Father % 
Holy Ghojly &c. have been numberlefs times 
abul'ed by them in their common Converfations r 
which are often low, trivial, and unlawful ! Arc 
Chriflians: lefs indebted to God’s niofl gracious 
Name, than the Jews ? they, indeed, received 
temporal BlelTings from God, but you have re- 
ceived both temporal and fpiritual Bleffi-ngs of 
the utmofi Importance, in virtue of the inoft 
holy Name of God , or of Jefus. The gates 
of Heaven, which were fhut againfl the c Jnvs> 
are now opened to you, at no lefs an Expence 
than the Blood of jefus , Son of the living God ! 
Are you not bound then, by the flri&eft ties of 
Duty and Gratitude* not only to praife his ado- 
rable Name, but alfo to refrain, in future* from 
offering it the leaft Irreverence ? You fhould 
carefully decline all Oaths whatever, though in 
the Truth and what is lawful, unlefs when Ne- 
ceflity impels you to it* There is, indeed, a 
ftrange Perverfenefs in human Nature \ fome per- 
fons are extremely alarmed when they are obliged 
to fwear a lawful Oath before a Magiflrate, 
though God’s Honour, their own or their neigh- 
bour’s Good: requires it; and yet thefe very per- 
fons will not hefitate to take the Name of God 
in vain* and profane it a thoufand times, wherq 
there is no Neeefffty at all ! 

How abominable then, the Cuflom that prevails 
now-a-days, among Chriflians of all Ranks, and 
Degrees ; of every Age and Sex ; They can 

fiercely* 
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fcarcely open their Mouths, without making the* 
Name of the Deity , the fubjedf of their fenfelefs 
exclamations, by crying out O Jefus ! O Lord ! 
O God ! at every Sentence they (peak 5 thus prc- 
fumptuoufly taking unwarrantable freedoms with 
the moft holy Name of the Lord, without the Ieaft 
appearance of meaning or nccefiity. Whilft others, 
irreverently call upon God to witnefs their Fool- 
eries, at every trifling Occurrence. Nay, as St* 
Auguftin complains, in his time, “ they often fwear 
as many Oaths, as they exprefs words.” 

If they relate any fa£f, though of a trivial 
nature, they muft feal it with an Oath. If they 
buy or fell the moft trifliiig article, the bargain is 
felaom clofed without an Oath or Execration . How 
frequently do we find this to be the cafe in the 
public Markets, and other public Places of this 
p City. Such abominable Oaths, Imprecations and 

Blafphemies are to' be heard in the Fife and* Meat 
Markets ; at the Markethoufe, Smithfidd, public 
Stnnd6, &c. as are fuflicient to ftrike the Hearer 
with Horror on the one hand, and Amazement on 
the other, that the Vengeance of God does not 
inftantly fall upon their guilty Souls, and plunge 
them into endlefs mifery ! If they follow Bufinels, 
every Sentence they utter, every Aflurance they 
give, muft be upheld and enforced by an Oath* ; 
as if they could not vend their Wares, or Cranfadt 
their Bufinefs, without profaning God's, holy 
Name, and felling their Souls to the Devil ! 

If we afcend a ftep higher, and take a view of 
of what is called the petite World, wefeall hear 
God’s facred Name vil lifted and atoufed by thofe 
who, from the advantages of Education, feould 
tremble at the Impiety. Some Brave 9 s think they 
cannot manifeft their courage and clevernefs better, 

than 
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than by fending forth a Volley of Oaths, or Im- 
precations ! And think they cannot difplay a fertile 
Invention more, than in the coinage of new ones : 
Nay, fome of thefe refined Geniufes have lately 
formed themfelves into Clubs or Societies * for the 
Infernal Purpofe ! Others are of Opinion, they 
cannot fhew to Advantage in Company ; that their 
Converfations are languid and infipid, unlefs fea- 
foned and enlivened with fome vile Oath or Impre- 
cation ! Though in fa&, every good Man muft 
fhudder at their Impieties, and is bound, at lead, 
to fly their Company, to avoid the Infe&ion, 
which fuch malignryit Tongues fpread to the fcan- 
dal of every good or fenfible Man that hears them. 
What they aim at, as a Commendation, is in fail, 
what Ihould render them odious to Society, and 
contemptible in the eyes of every good 2nd rational 
Man. 

There are but few Perfons however, fo aban- 
doned, who in their cooler moments will not 
allow the Cuftom of profane fwearing, to be 
highly criminal and injurious to God : Yet, are 
they ready to affign various Excufes which 
they would fain perfuade themfelves, will effici- 
ently exculpate them, and apologize for the hate- 
ful practice. One will fay, He was in a Paflion. 
Another, that he fwore without Thought, or 
through Cuftom. A third, that he would not be 
believed unlefs he fwore. Though thefe appear to 
be the moft feafible Excufes that can be alledged, 
they are however, inefficient to excufe or palliate 
the criminal Praftice. As to the firft, it is cer- 
tainly the Duty of every Chriftian, to curb his 
diforderly Paffions ; and a Negleft thereof, fub- 
je&s him to the finful Confequences attending his 
uhcontrouled Paffions. 

To 

* In the Year 1770. 
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To fwear without Thought, is alfo criminal, 
unlefs it be fo fudden, as not to leave room for 
Reflexion : But where there is time for Reflexion, 
’tis their duty to think ferioufly before they fwear, 
or mention God’s moft venerable Name. Every 
momentous affair fhould be accompanied witn 
Reflexion: for inftance, fuppofe you had any 
Matter of Importance to tranfadt, and that a ram 
or inconfiderate Exprefiion would fruftrate your 
Defigns, and render them abortive ; would you 
not be extreamly cautious, left an unguarded 
Word fliould give offence, and prevent the in- 
tended tranfa&ion taking place ? Every rational 
Being would certainly a£t upon that cautious prin- 
ciple. If human prudence dictates fo great cir- 
cumfpe&ion in wordly affairs, how much more 
powerfully do the Laws of Reafon and Grace 
require, that God’s moft awful Name (hall not be 
mentioned impertinently, idly, or irreverently ; 
that we (hall not fwear raftily, tho’ in the truth : 
nor take his facred Name (through which, we are 
to tranfa& the important bufinefs of Salvation) 
in vain : As he declares : * Thou Jhalt not take the 
Name of the Lord thy God in vain : for he Jhall not 
be unpunijhed that taketh his Name upon a vain 
thing . 

As to the other Excufe, that People will not be- 
lieve you unlefs you fwear , it is both frivolous and 
wicked : for, can yoti poflibly imagine, that to 
gain the Aflent of thofe to whom you fpeak, ’tis 
lawful to profane the Name of God, by rafhly 
pledging his Honour, to fecure your own? Be- 
lides, by a conftant cuftom of fwearing, you by 
no means gain the end propofed : You fay, you 
will not be believed unlefs you fwear. But furcly. 
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it cannot be thought, that any rational Chriftian 
will believe a rafh Swearer : for, what fhould give 
credit to our Aflertions with every ienfible Man, 
is a good life, and a conftant Cuftom of telling 
T ruth ; and not the criminal Pra&ice of frequent 
Swearing : And it may be looked upon as a cer- 
tain Truth, that <a Man who attempts to ftrip 
God of his Honour, by pledging his holy Name, 
upon every trifling occauon, will not be backward, 
if in his power, to impofe upon his Neighbour, and 
rob him of his Property. It would therefore, 
highly tend to the difcouragement of this Vice, 
if you would decline dealing or treating with fuch 
Perfons, as are prone to take fuch unwarrantable 
freedoms ivith the moft holy Name of God. 

It would alfo prove highly meritorious, to decline 
a Cuftom, which too much prevails among Heads 
of Families and others, who force their Servants 
or Dependants, upon the leaft doubt arifing of 
their Honefty, to fwear to their Innocency ; though 
they know full well, that Servants are weak enough 
to fwear upon fuch trivial occafions, and will 
fooner forfwear, than criminate thcmfelves. St, 
Cbryfojiom exclaims againft fuch uncharitable Mon- 
fters, in the following words : * 44 If thouknoweft, 
44 that he, from whom thou exa&eft an Oath, is a 
44 good Man, why then art thou not contented 
44 with • his Word ? But if he is not, why doft 
44 thouforcehim ta forfwear himfelf ?” If you have 
reafon to fufpeft their Integrity, fome other expe- 
dient fhould. be. though tof, without calling on the 
moft: awful N ame of the Lord ; you fhould advife, 
corredf, or difeharge them : for God’s moft holy 
'Name fhould not be invoked or pledged as a furety, 

except 
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except when Necejjity and the vindication of Truth 
indifpenfibly require it. 

In fhort, the rafh and profane Swearer’s Vera- 
city is not at all afeertained by a frequency of 
Swearing : for it is universally believed, by every 
Man of found Underftanding, that he who fwears 
upon all Occafions, would as foon fwear a Falfe- 
hood as a Truth : for Cuftom begets, in time, 
fuch a facility and indifference, that Men care not 
what they fwear, provided it be attended with a 
profpeft of profit or pleafure. 

Attend then, to the wholefome Advice which 
‘ the Apoftle St. James gives : * Above all things , my 
Brethren , fwear not, neither by Heaven, nor by 
Earth , nor by any other Oath wkatfoever . But let 
your Speech be It is. It is. It is not , It is not, that 
you may not fall under Judgment . 

CHAP. VII. 

The feeond Condition necejfary to render an Oath 
lawful, viz. Juftice. 

c< A N unlawful or wicked Oath wants 
“ Juftice,” fays the Angelic Do&orf. 

An Oath becomes unlawful two ways: firft, by 
fwearing to do what is unlawful to be done: for in- 
ftance, if you fwear you will be revenged of your 
Enemies; that you will commit Robbery or 
Murder, &V. Such Oaths are unlawful and finful, 
and die Swearer treats the holy Name of God 
with the higheft Indignity, by calling upon him, 
as a Witnefs or Surety, for the Performance of 
what is improper or criminal to be done : for 
thereby the profligate Swearer endeavours, as far 

as 
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as in him lies, to engage God, the Source of all 
San&ity, in his wickednefs, by calling upon him 
as a Voucher for the Performance of what he is 
fure mult offend him. 

The heinoufnefs of fuch Oaths will appear 
more glaring when you confider, that in the one 
fin, viz . of Swearing to do a criminal A&ion, 
the Malice of two is comprifed : for inftance, you 
fwear you will do an Injury to your Neighbour : 
in this one, the Malice of two is included ; firft, 
the Defire of Revenge, contrary to God’s exprefs 
command, requiring we fhall forgive our Ene- 
mies, and do good to thofe that hate and perfecute 
us. The other is yet worfe, which is to call God 
as a Witnefs or Surety for the Execution of what 
he has ftri£tly forbidden. Imagine to yourfelf, 
a reputable Man, and fond Parent, forbids his 
Daughter to marry a certain Man of infamous 
Chara&er : if (he not only refolves to difobey the 
Paternal Command, but even invites her Parent 
to attend her wedding, does fhe not compleat the 
a & of difobedience to the higheft degree ? In like 
manner, the promife of doing a bad Aftion, is 
doubtlefs fmful in itfelf, becaufe forbidden by 
Almighty God ; but to call upon the Father of all 
San&ity and Goodnefs to witnefs it, and to give 
his holy Name, as a Surety for the performance 
of what he has forbidden, is treating the God of 
Heaven with the moft glaring indignity and 
difobedience.* 

An Oath alfo becomes unlawful or wicked, 
when you fwear not to do what is lawful or proper 
to be done : for example, that you will not give an 
Alms to the Poor ; that you will not fay your 
Prayers, frequent the Sacraments, forgive your 
Eneipies, &V. This manner of Swearing is alfo 

highly 
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highly offenfive to Almighty God : becaufe you 
pledge his holy Name for the Non-performance 
of what he either counfels, or commands you to 
do : And as the performance of good works is 
pleafing to God, of courfe, it muft be wicked and 
injurious to him, to attempt binding yourfelves, 
under Oath,, to the Omiflion of them. Belides, 
the Swearer makes ufe of God's holy Name, as a 
Bar againft the Infpirations of the Holy Ghoft $ 
which is, in faft, attempting to fet the Divine 
Perfons of the moft Adorable Trinity at variance. 
Shocking Blafphemv ! 

There are many rerfons who think, that if they 
have fworn to do a bad Aftion, they are, in con- 
fequence of their Oath, bound to commit it. But 
it is quite the reverfe : for, 44 as they commit a 
44 Sin, by fwearing to do a finful A&ion,” fays the 
Angelic Do&or, 44 fo they redouble the Sin by 
44 keeping it*.” Hence, the wicked Herod is 
juftly blamed and condemned, not only for the 
rafh Oath he had taken, of granting to his 
Daughter whatever fhe fhould afkf, but he finned 
much more in gratifying her Cruelty, with the 
Head of the glorious Precurfor, St. John Baptift. 
The Jews alfo finned by fwearing, they would 
neither eat nor drink , till they had killed Paul J. 

This rafh and criminal refolution of the Jews y 
reminds me of fome Charges, as frightful as they 
are unjuft, that are made againft us, Roman 
Catholics, by fome of our uncharitable Adverfa- 
ries, which ought not to pafs unnoticed or unan- 
fwered. But as the refutation of them will extend 
this Chapter beyond the intended bounds, it fhall 

be 

* 2 2. q. 89. a. 7 ad 2. + Mark vi. 23. 

t Adis xxiii. 1 2. 
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be divided into the following Sections, which may 
not be unfeafonabk at this Time. 

SECT. I. 

The Principles of Roman Catholics grofsfy mijrepre~ 
fented by their Aduerfaries. 

T H E feveral Publications that appear, from 
time to time, moft unjuftly branding Ro- 
man Catholics with fuch bale ana criminal Prin- 
ciples, as they, in fad, utterly abhor and deteft ; 
with a view, no doubt, of exafperating thofe who 
feem inclined to liften to the didates of humanity, 
or are willing to give proofs of Companion towards 
their Catholic Fellow Subjeds. To render fiich 
Chriftian Sentiments and Feelings fruitless and 
abortive, is manifeftly the defign of thefe uncha- 
ritable Produdions : inflead of applying Oil to 
our Sores, they would fain enlarge the wound : and 
when every argument feems to have deferted them, 

- they are forced to adopt that anti-chriftian Maxim : 
Calumniare fortiter , aliquid adharebit y (fling dirt, 
fome of it will flick.) In this their main force 
confifts. 

The Roman Catholics are ftigmatized in thefe 
anonymous Papers, 44 as mortal Enemies to thofe 
44 of a different Periuafion : as Perfons who be- 
44 Jieve it meritorious to murder thofe of a differ- 
* 4 ent Religion : that thofe principles are inftilled 
44 into their minds and ftrongly inculcated by their 
44 Priefts; nay, that we imbibe thofe principles 
44 at the brealts of our Nurfes,” &c. An heavy 
Charge indeed ! had it the leaft glimmerings 
of Truth. Sure, no Perfon, acquainted with 
the better fort of Roman Catholics, can credit 

fuch 
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fuch vile infinuations ? They muft be totally un- 
acquainted with Catholics, and their Principles, 
whofe Charadterfftic is Hofpitality blended with 
Charity and Friendfliip : and are they not found 
to be, in proportion tq their Circumftances, as 
friendly, charitable and hofpitable, as any other 
People whatfoever ? Such notorious Slanderers 
then, muft be actuated by low and uncharitable 
Sentiments ; who, unwilling to think favourably 
of others, are determined to criminate at any rate. 
However, left fome weak or uninformed minds 
fhould be led aftray, and poifoned by their falfe 
and malicious Infinuations, it may not be improper 
here, to give a brief Anfwer to this uncharitable 
and falfe charge ; left a patient Silence be oon- 
ftrued into confcious Guilt. 

No People upon Earth can enforce the neceflity 
pf Chriftian Charity in ftronger terms, than We 
Catholics do : The words of St. Paul * are 
echoed by the Priefts, in the ears of their hearers : 
If I fpeak with the Tongues of Men and Angels , and 
have not Charity , I am become as a founding Brafs 9 
and a tinkling Cymbal. And if I had the gift of 
Prophecy , and knew all the Myjleries, and every 
Science : And if I had all Faith , fo as to move 
Mountains , and have not Charity , / am nothing. 
And if / Jhall dijiribute all my Sub/lance to feed the 
Poor, and if I deliver up my Body fo as to be burnt y 
and have not Charity , it avails me nothing. We are 
not unmindful, that this Virtue of Charity obliges 
us to do good" to all Men\. And that % Charity is 
patient , is kind ; (let our Adverfaries alfo remember 
it) Charity envieth not y dealeth not perverfely . 

D 2 Thefe 
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Thefe are briefly our Principles relative to Cha- 
rity, which oblige us to love aU Mankind. When 
thefe principles come to be reduced into pra&ice, 
they appear more ftriking ; for inftance : A Peni- 
tent appears at the Priefrs knee, accufing himfelf 
of having offended his Neighbour, of having had 
a defire of revenge, of having defrauded or 
wronged any Perfon whatever. The Confeflor 
feverely rebukes him for the want of Charity, and 
will impofe a Penance upon him, in proportion to 
the evil done, or intended to Be done to his Fellow 
Creatures. He muft alfo fincerely repent, firmly 
purpofe amendment, he muft reftore, as foon as 
poffible, what he has unjuftly acquired, and repair, 
to the utmoft of his Power, any evil he has occa- 
fioned, before the Prieft can (in God’s Name) 
impart the benefit of Abfolution, or the Penitent 
receive it. Are thefe not ftrong prefervatives to 
Chriftian Charity ? Are they to be found except 
among Catholics? 

Nor can Jthey, confequently, he admitted to 
the Altar to receive the moft Adorable Sacrament 
of the Eucharijl^ until they firft forgive every injury 
from their Hearts ; and, as foon as poffible, feek a 
reconciliation with their offended Brother : ’tis 
then, and only then, they are permitted to ap- 
proach the Altar, and offer their Gift*. Animo- 
fities and Enmities which reign, at times, even 
among Catholic Princes, Private Families or In- 
dividuals, could never be imputed to the Princi- 
ples of their Religion, which teaoii quite the 
reverfe \ but to the frailty arid perverfenefs of 
human Nature, to which all Mankind appear 
more or lefs fubjeft. 

No Perfons whatever can deteft the atrocious 
Sin of Murder more than Roman Catholics do, 

from 
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from Principles of Religion , Reafon , and Hu- 
manity. Are they ignorant of what our blefled 
Redeemer declared when ailced by a certain Man, 
what good he (hould do to obtain everlajling Life ? 
Jefus replied: * keep the Commandments, He faith 
to him : JVhich ? And Jefus faid: Thou J halt not 
Murder: Thou jhalt not commit Adultery : Thou Jhalt 
not Steal : Thou Jhalt not bear falfe TVitnefs : Honour 
thy Father and Mother : and , thou Jhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thyfelf No Catholic I prefume, can 
think it a tenet of his Religion,* to commit fuch 
an atrocious Crime* as would not only exclude him 
from eternal Life, but alfo evidently expofe him to 
a fudden and ignominious temporal Death ! 

Do not Children learn from their Catechifm, fo 
foon as they are capable of Inftrudtion, that God 
exprefslv commands : Thou Jhalt not kill : Thou Jhalt 
not Steal: ? Is not this enforced to them in their 
riper Years, from the Altar or Pulpit ? Thefe are 
fa&s notorious even to Children, as well as the 
Adult, and upon examination it will be found 
to be truly the cafe. If any (hall unhappily, 
fwerve from the Inftrudtions they have re- 
ceived, they are Catholics only by Name; they 
are abandoned and reprobate Wretches, whom no 
laws can govern. And, I am apt to think, other 
Seds and Perfuafions do not want their (bare of 
fuch Profligates. 

Rtafon and Humanity alfo forbid the crime of 
Murder, both, which require, that we behave to 
others, as we would expedt and hope to be treated 
ourfelves. But it feems, as if neither our Decla- 
rations, our Principles, or our Adtions are fufRci- 
ent to filence their Tongues, or ftem the Torrent 
of their grqfe Calumnies and Detradfcion. They 
• . D3 carry, 

* Matth. xix. 1 7, i8, 19. 
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carry, however,, with them, their own confu- 
tation : for, how conies it, if Roman Catholics, 
44 from their Nurfes Arms, from Inclination, 
44 from the Principles of their Religion, from the 
44 Maxims inculcated by their Priefts, believe it 
44 meritorious to murder thofe of a different Per- 
44 fuafion,” as is bafely and falSely ailerted, haw 
comes it, I fay, that they have continued (even 
by Acknowledgment of their Adverfaries) to de-* 
mean themfelves as good Subje&s to the King, 
amenable to the Laws, refpe&ful to Magistrates* 
(sV. for upwards of Seventy Years, in dire£t Op- 
position, to the di&ates fucked in with their Nurie’s 
Milk : regard left of the Principles of their Re- 
ligion ; refractory to the 1 nSir ti&ions of their 
Teachers ? 



This charge, big with Abfurdity and False- 
hood, proves, if any thing, that the Catholic 
Religion has long fince cealed to exift ; for in- 
stance, in the City of Dublin ! for, if it had any 
Members, they piuit, from the Principles impu- 
ted to them, 44 be feditious. Murderers of thofe of 
44 a different Perfuafion, obferviog no Faith with 
44 thofe of another Religion,” &c. whereas it 
muft be confefled, by every man who has an atom 
of Sincerity and Truth, that there are many thou-, 
fands in this City, who proiefs the Catholic Re- 
ligion, and that there are no People more peace- 
able > none more charitable, in proportion to 
their Abilities ; none more averfe.to the Shedding 
of Blood ; none more obfervant of moral Honefty 
than thoSe who are the moft ftedfaft Catholics, 
and are beft acquainted with the Principles of 
their Religion. If any, who profefs Catholicity, 
aCt a difhoneft part in their dealings, which may 
happen to a few, especially when Poverty and 

Diftrefe 
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Diftxefs flare them in the face* and where thou- 
lands are engaged in bufinefs, not only thofe of a 
different Perfuafion, but their own mold fenfibly 
feel the fmart and fuffer by their failures; which 
amounts to a proof, that the Catholic Religion,, 
or the Religious Principles of its Members, have 
-no concern in their MifconduCt, as is obvious to 
the meanefl capacity. 

In fhort, toccmprife all that has been faid in 
*a few words, from the Charge made againft us 
on the one hand, and from the Demeanour of the 
Roman Catholics on the other, it will appear, 
that our Adverfaries have flipped infenfibly into a* 
Dilemma, which mud unavoidably involve them 
in a manifefl Contradiction, from which even the 
moft fubtle Argumentation cannot extricate them, 
viz. That we are Roman Catholics, and, That 
we are not Roman Catholics, at the fame time. 
That we are Roman Catholics (or Papifls) our 
Adverfaries themfelves afTert ; that we are not 
Roman Catholics, or Papifls, is equally evident 
from the Principles which they impute to Roman 
Catholics or Papifls, which we neither profefs nor 
pra&ife. On the contrary, we difavow, abhor 
and detefl them ; and, consequently, we are no 
longer, in fad, Papifls or Roman Catholics, ac- 
cording to our Adverfaries, as we abfolutely re- 
nounce thofe fiditious Principles, with which 
Roman Catholics are moft unjuftly and undeferv- 
edly charged. 

Hence, our Adverfaries muft allow, either that 
we, who are called Roman Catholics, muft have 
deferted and renounced the Catholic Religion dur- 
ing the period > of Eighty Years paft, and do now 
adually renounce it, wnilft we have # aCted, and 
continue to alt, in direct oppofition to its Tenets 
1) 4 and 
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end Principles, as ftated by our Adverfaries ; and, 
confequently, according to them, we are not 
Roman Catholics ; or, if we are , it evidently fol- 
lows, that the Roman Catholic Religion, which 
we profefs, upholds no fuch damnable Do&rine. 
The firft is glaringly falfe and abfurd ; the latter 
is the Truth: for the Catholic Religion, in the 
moft folemn manner, cenfures and condemns fuch 
vile and (hocking Tenets * ; and agreeable to its 
real and genuine Principles, we, its profeflors or 
members, have demeaned ourfelves humbly, peace- 
ably, and friendly ; and as fuch, we have and do 
piove ourfelves (lanch Roman Catholics. 

I conjure you then, O Catholic Reader, to 
continue the fame laudable Conduit : you may, 
indeed, be afperfed or ridiculed by fome, for ad- 
hering ftri&ly to your Religious tenets; but re- 
member the words which our Redeemer addrefles 
to you : You JhaU be odious to all men on account of 
my Name ; but he that Jhall perfevere to the End 
Jhall be faved f. Let no Invectives, Mifreprefen- 
tations, or Calumnies whatever, caufe you to 
fwerve from the Duties of Religion, or induce 
you to infringe, in the leaft, upon peace and good 
order; carefully (hun die leaft encroachment on 
the darling Virtue of Charity, which requires, 
that we (hall love, even our persecutors, and pray 
for them, as Jefus did for his, when expiring upi** 
on the Crofs. 

Remember alfo, fince it is the Will of God, 
that others enjoy temporal Bleflings which you 
do not, that you muft, under pain of forfeit- 
ing the perpetual Enjoyment of heavenly Goods, 
infinitely preferable to thofe of a fleeting, incon- 
. ftant 

* To be feen more fully in chap. VIII. 

-{* Match, x. 2a. 
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ftant World, fubmit to the Will of Heaven, and 
co ib fort yourfelves in the words of the Royal 
Pfalmift : Some truft in Chariots , and fome in 

Horfes ; but we will call upon the Name of the Lord 
our God *. — Our help is in the Name of the Lord y 
who made Heaven and Earth f . — Many are the 
Jffliftiohs of the JuJl ; but out of them all will the 
Lord deliver them J. Since, therefore, our Incli- 
nation , our Religion , our Declarations , and our 
Conduit , loudly proclaim the uncharitable Charge 
to be falfe and groundlefs ; its Authors will not, 
*tis hoped, in future, be fo barefaced as to ad- 
vance fuch notorious Fal (hoods, which, the 
fmalleft Child, who knows any thing of his Ca- 
techifm, can in Truth contradift. 

If all this will not fatisfy them, let them coti- 
fult even thofe who have renounced the Catholic 
Religion, from whom they may learn (if there be 
any Veracity left) that it is by no means a Princi- 
ple of the Catholic Do&rine, 44 that it is lawful 
44 or meritorious to murder thofe of a different 
44 Religion;” and that fuch (hocking Doftrine 
is neither publicly nor privately inculcated by 
their Priefts* but quite the reverfe ; for, ab- 
ftra&ing from the Laws of God, the laws of the 
Land, the laws of Reafon and Humanity, to 
which they are fubjeft, and* which ftri&ly forbid 
the heinous Crime, the Canon Law fo feverely 
cenfures any Ecclefiaftics who are fo unhappy 
as to be guilty of Murder, that they incur an 
Irregularity , Whereby they are debarred from 
ever exercifing any Eccleuaftical Function ; nor 
can they, notwithstanding a fincere Repentance, 
be again reftored but by a Papal Difpenfation, 
D 5 which 

• Pfal. aix. 8. + Pfal. xxiii 8. 

X Pfal. xxxiii. 20. 
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which is very feldom granted *. Thus to deter 
Ecclefiaftics from being guilty themfelves, or* 
advifing others to commit the atrocious Crime of 
Murder f. 

Thefe Calumnies are not only unjuft and anti- 
chriftian, but ungenerous alfo, by endeavouring 
to blacken an harmlefs People, with a view to 
render them ftill more odious, who are already 
galled to the quick by penal Laws. Their bate 
and falfe infmuations tend (and perhaps are in- 
tended) to inflame the minds of thofe who are 
inclined to commiferation and lenity towards their 
fellow creatures $ who are fond of making it our 
lnterejl as well as our Inclination and Duty, to 
love our Rulers ; and, in fhort, render the Roman 
Catholics ufefu] Members to Society. 

• Wigant. Tradk XIV. Ex. i. de Cenfuris. 

f The pretended Mifcondudfc of the Roman Cathfr* 
lie Clergy, during the troubles of Ireland , which be- 
gan in the Year 1641, is the principal Calumny in- 
vented and urged by their Enemies to criminate them. 
The Charge, however, will appear fake from the fol- 
lowing Extract : 

“ That the Popijb Ecclefaftics, far from encou- 
44 raging, did endeavour to prevent, early in this Re- 
44 hellion, all Adis of Cruelty and Injuftice, by ftridtly 
14 forbidding them under the fevered Penalties that 

they could inflidt, is manifell from the Adis of the 
44 Oeneral Congregation of their Prelates at Kilkenny , 
44 in May 1642, extant in B^riaje (a Proteftant Hif- 
torian, in his Appendix to the Hiftory of the Irijb Re- 
bellion) “ wherein, among many other Orders for that 
44 humane and chriftian Purpofe, may be found the 
44 following: 

We will and declare all tiofe that murder, difmem • 
her, or griovoujly frtke j all thieves, unlawful Spoilers, 

Kohlers 
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It is then humbly hoped, that they who are 
animated with the Godlike virtues of Compaffion 
and Tendernefs For the Diftreffed, and are actu- 
ated with a real Love for their Country, will not 
permit themfelves to be deceived, or unduly in- 
fluenced, by the falfe and groundlefs Suggestions 
of Calumny and Malice, laying to our Charge ma- 
ny and weighty Accusations , which they cannot 
prove * ; as die Jews < 3 ud againft St. Paul, 

I fay, laying to our Charge what cannot be 
proved; for, is not the good behaviour of Ro- 
man Catholics notorious to the whole Kingdom ? 
If a few have mifbehaved, it is equally notorious, 
they are mean and ignorant, little acquainted with 
the Principles of their Religion, and much lefs 
obfervant of them ; and, confequently, ‘ ’tis not 

furprifing 

Robbers of any Goods , Extortioners , together with all 
Jitcb as favour , receive , or ary ways ajjtfi them , to be 
excommunicated ; and fo to remain , until they com~ 
pletely amend , and fatisfy, no lefs than if they were 
namely proclaimed excommunicated \ 

it was alfo ordained by that Congregation, That 
all and every fucb as , from the Beginning of the fVar, 
bad invaded the PoJJejjlion of Goods, as well moveable 
as immoveable , fpiritual or temporal , of any Irifh Pro- 
teftant, not being an Adverfary of this Caufe , and did 
detain them , Jbould be excommunicated. 

Ai Here is an authentic and unanfwerabfe Proof of 
“ thefe Ecdeiiaftics juft and humane Regards to the 
** Proteftants of Ireland, in that diftra&ed and mifera- 
u ble Conjuncture.” Hiforical Memoirs of the Irijb 
Rebellion in the Tear 1641, extracted from Parlia- 
mentary Journals , State- Ads, and the mfl Emi- 
nent Protcftant Hijlorians , p. 1 56. Printed in the 
Year 1758. 

* A6ts xxv. 7. 
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furpriflng they fliould, at times, prove refra&ory 
to the Laws of God and Man. It is not from 
the low bred ignorant Members of any Religion 
or Se&, we are to learn their refpe&ive Principles, 
but from their Teachers, and fuch as have had 
the Advantages of a liberal Education and Chrif- 
tian Inftru&ion. 

All thofe of the Catholic Religion who have 
had thefe Advantages, will unanimoufly declare, 
in all parts of the World, that they fmcerely ab- 
hor and heartily deteft the bale and wicked Prin- 
ciples, with which they are as bafely charged, by 
thofe, who are as uncharitable as tney are igno- 
rant. For, if our approved Authors are confut- 
ed *, they will be found to inveigh, in the ftrong- 
eft terms againft thofe damnable Principles, with 
which they are fo unjuftly and cruelly branded. 



* The prefent Sovereign Pontiff, Pope Clement XIV. 
who happily governs the Catholic Church, difpenfine 
the bleflings pf Peace and Reconciliation to the more 
diftant parts of the Earth, in his circular Letter , which 
begins. Cum Summi Apeflolatus, addrefled, on the 1 2th 
Day of December , in the Year 1769, to all the Catho- 
lic Bifhops of the Univerfal Church, in all parts of the 
World, on Occafion of the late Jubilee, wherein he 
informs them, that “ Scripture and Tradition are 
“ thofe Sources of Divine Wifdom, from which ^nly 
44 we can draw every neceflary Guidance either for 
44 our Belief or Conduft. 

44 For thefe are the two moil valuable Inftruments, 
* wherein is comprifed every Thing relating to reli- 
44 gious Worfhip, moral Difcipline, and a virtuous 
44 Condudl of Life. From them we acquire' a Know- 
44 le.'ge of the profound Myfteries of Rtligion, and 
44 of the Offices of Piety, Equity, Juftice and Hu- 

“ inanity. 
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If Individuals, who may be fuppofed to know 
any thing of their Belief or Tenets, are queftion- 
ed concerning the abfurd Dodrines of which 
they are accused, they will loudly proclaim their 
Abnorrence to them, and that fuch Principles 
never were inculcated to them by their Priefts, 
either in public or private. If fo, with what face 
can they be charged with profeffing and efpoufing 
fuch principles of Religion as they never before 
heard of ! Is it not ftrange and unjuft, that our 
Adverfaries fhall attempt to forge what Principles 
they pleafe for us, and force us to adopt them, 
though we never fo much as heard of them be- 
fore, fave from their uncharitable Mifreprefenta- 
tions ! 

It 

“ inanity. From them we learn the Duties we owe 
to God, to the Church, to our Country, to our 
gt Fellow Citizens, and t6 the reft of Mankind. By 
49 them we clearly underftand, that the Laws of true 
“ Religion, are the moft folid and firm Support of 
“ our civil and focial Rights $ this is the Reafon that 
“ there has fcarce been ever a Perfon, who oppugned 
“ the facred Inftitutions of ChriA, who at the fame 
“ time did not to the utmoA of his Power difturb the 
“ Public Tranquility, renounce Allegiance to his So- 
“ vereign, and reduce every thing to a pernicious 
“ State of Anarchy and Confufion. For there is fo 
“ dole a Connexion between the Rights of Divine 
“ and Human Power, that all, who are confcious of 
“ the Power and Authority of Kings, being confirm- 
“ ed by a Sandtion of the Chriftian Law, with chear- 
•• ful Minds pay Obedience to their Sovereigns, re- 
“ vere their Power, reverence and refpedt their Dig- 
“ niry. 

“ And really confidering the Divine InfttiUtions in 
u this Point, to be equally interefting to the Prefer- 

“ vation 
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It has been ever allowed, that the ProfeJytes or 
Profeflors of any Se£t or Religion whatever, ought 
to be beft acquainted with their own Tenets, 
whatever they may be. If imaginary Tenets only 
are framed and coniidered, at the Option of every 
Writer, how can the real Principles of the -he- 
terodox Believer be in fa& confuted ? To, pro- 
ceed regularly, their Principles fhould be known 
from the general Voice of the moft Intelligent 
and Knowing of that Profeffion; .which, when 
once properly avowed, they are then brought to 
the Touchftone of the Gofpel, and thence muft 
appear true or falfe. This finall Indulgence is 
denied to Roman Catholics, who, though incon- 
teftably the greateft and moft illuftrious Society 
upon Earth, yet truly their Principles muft not 
be, as they really are, and have been for feven- 
teen hundred years and more; but fuch as an 
handful of Slanderers think proper to report them 
at an hour’s warning ! A fhameful Abfurdity \ 
A bale ungenerous proceeding ! 



When 

44 vation of the Public Tranquility, as to the Salva~ 
** tion of Souls, we are thereby induced earneftly to 
44 exhort you, venerable Brethren, that next after 
44 God and the facred Rires of the Divine Worlhip 
44 eftablifhed in the Church, you will turn all your 
“ Thoughts and Care to infpire the Minds of the 
“ People v/ith a Spirit of Submillion and Obedience 
44 to their Sovereign Princes. For they are placed in 
*• a more eminent Station above the reft of Mankind, 
44 as Guardians of the Public Weal, and to maintain 
44 the Laws of Equity among their Subje&s They 
“ are the Minijlers of God unto goad. It is not in vain 
44 they carry the Sword, being Avengers to execute 
44 IVratb u*{on him that doth Evil” 
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When Catholic Writers attempt to confute the. 
Novelties of Se&aries, their opinions are fairly 
and candidly fet forth, and quoted from the 
Learned of tnat Se&; but they never yet attempt- 
ed to forge Principles for thole they would mean 
to confute ; and if fuch an unjuft Attempt fhould 
be made, they would foon meet a proper Reply 
from thofe even of their stun Perfuafion, for their 
ungenerous and uncandid behaviour ; who, as it 
is notorious, are as violent againft each other, as 
againft the declared Enemies of the Catholic 
Church, if they appear to fwerve from the Truth, 
or at all mifreprefent it. *Tis to be hoped then, 
that our Adverfaries will allow us the liberty of 
declaring our own Principles, and that they are 
fuch as we believe and profefs them to be, and 
not what they think proper to invent and forge for 
us. 

In fad, what man in his fenfes fhall pretend to 
know the Principles of the Catholic Religion bet- 
ter than thofe learned Fathers and holy Doc- 
tors of the Church ? Thofe brilliant Lights, thofe 
eminent Divines, thofe celebrated Writers, who 
appear fo frequently in the Catholic Church, to 
the Admiration of the moft learned of our Adver- 
faries, throughout the whole Globe of the Earth ! 
Thefe bright Luminaries have taught, and do 
teach, in tneir Writings, from the Pulpit, and 
occafionally in Conversation, that it is highly 
criminal to confent, even by Thought, to fuch 
atrocious Aftions as we are charged with, much 
more to reduce them into Pra&ice. But to what 
refources muft they not have necourfe, who are 
determined to criminate and revile at any rate ! 

I know fome perfons will fay, If Catholics 
were fo peaceable as they are reprefcnted, how 

come 
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come fo many Mobs, of which the Papifts form, 
at leaft, a great part ? As to the Northern Mobs, 
*tis to be hoped the Papifts (as they are pleafed 
to call us) will not be charged as rrincipals, or 
perhaps at all. Accomplices. Mobs indeed have 
arifen in the Southern parts of the Kingdom, and 
I doubt not but fome, nominally Catholics, have 
been feduced to join the Outrageous Aflemblies, 
from Ignorance, or the Want of Employment, 
but by no means from the Principles of their Re- 
ligion : Idlenefs is the Parent of Folly and Vice. 

Not many years ago, there have been dan- 
gerous Mobs, computed at twenty or thirty 
thoufand men, at a time, in the very City of Na- 
flesy the Seat of Government, who, from a want 
of Employment or Induftry, could not, or would 
not, fuffer any Additional Tax to be laid on the 
Neceffaries of Life ; and, therefore, to rid them- 
felves of any threatened burthen, had recourfe to 
the unlawful methods of illegal Aftociations and 
dangerous Infurre&ions, which they afterwards 
had reafon forely to repent. Yet their outrageous 
mifconduft was never imputed to the Principles 
of their Religion. The King, Nobles, Clergy, 
&c. who all profefled the Catholic Religion, per- 
fectly well knew it taught quite the reverfe. They 
clearly faw, that the want of Employment and 
Industry was the fource of thofe Lazar oni’s 
MifconduCt ; and, therefore, rifely refolved to 
employ them in Works profitable to themfelves, 
and uleful to their Country ; by which means, 
the well-difpofed became fatisfied in them- 
felves, and ufeful members to Society ; whiift the 
turbulent and rebellious were defervedly kept in 
Awe by the Sword of Juftice. 

* ' In 
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Infhort, ourAdverfaries in general, by their Con- 
duct, manifeftly counteract the Charge made againft 
us ; for if our Principles be fuch as they are re- 
prefented, viz. 44 that we think it meritorious to 
44 murder Proteftants, or thofe of a different per- 
44 fuafion ; and that Faith is not to be kept with 
44 them $” how comes it that Proteftants fupport 
a Neighbourhood, and feek Alliances with Ca- 
tholics ? that they have any dealings with them, 
or that they venture to dwell under one roof with 
them ? It is evident, they keep a friendly cor- 
refpondence with Roman Catholics both in City 
and Country ; that their dealings together are ve- 
ry extenlive; and that they frequently refide in 
one houfe with Catholics, as lodgers or guefts. 
Hence it is plain, that Proteftants apprehend no 
danger, either from the Inclination of Catholics 
or the Principles of their Religion. 

Nay, do they not frequently make choice of 
Catholic fervants, preferable to thofe of any other 
Perfuafion, upon this principle : that if they 
cheat or rob their mafters, to which fervants in 
general are too much prone, they ftand a better 
chance of having the injury repaired by them 
than by any others ; 44 becauie,” fey they , 44 their 
44 Priefts will oblige them to Reftitution.” 

In a word, do not Proteftants of diftinguifhed 
Characters frequently travel into Catholic Coun- 
tries, and vifit Rome itfelf, where they are con- 
vinced, from experience, that the Pope, Catholic 
Princes, Clergy, &c. treat Proteftants with the 
feme Charity and Politenefs as they do thofe of 
.their' own Communion. Hence, many noble 
Perfonages have been happily difebufed abroad of 
thofe Prejudices contracted at home ; as they no- 
bly and candidly confefs. Thus do ftuoborn 

Fads, 
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Fa&s, and the pofidve declarations, even of Pro* 
ieftants, evidently contradid the uncharitable 
Charge. 

It muft appear glaring then, to every man, if 
his mind be not feared to conviction and truth, 
that the mifconduCt of a Catholic is not to be im- 
puted to the Principles of his Religion, but to 
feme other caufe, viz. the frailty of human Na- 
ture, the want of employment, encouragement, 
or induftry. 

Thefe brief Remarks may fuffice to remove 
from the minds of feme, thofe unjuft fparks 
of prejudice, which have been attempted to be 
fanned into a flame, bv the envenomed, un- 
charitable and falfe productions of others, even 
in common News-papers ; which formerly were 
intended for Amufement and Inftru&ion, but arc 
now become the vehicles of Calumny, Slander, 
and Falfhood. And certain it is, letourAdver- 
faries think as (bey may, that any Catholic who 
wounds the. Reputation of his Neighbour, let his 
Religion be what it may, cannot be admitted to 
the Sacraments, till he has flrft <made^ or faith- 
fully promifes to make, a proper Reparation as 
feon as in his power ; and alfo folemnly promifes, 
in the prefence of God, never more to be guihy 
of the like. If others were to make ufe of feme 
fuch precautions, our ears would not be daily de- 
filed with fo many breaches of Chriftian Charity, 
nor fhould the Reader’s mind be infeCted with 
fuch bafe and uncharitable Infinuatioos. 



SECT, 
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SECT. n. 

Oaths of Monopoly , Combination , and fuch like y 
unlawful . 

I T has been already obferved, that they who 
have unhappily fworn to do a bad adtion, fin 
grievoufly by taking fuch an Oath, and redouble 
the fin by keeping it. Hence, how wicked the 
Combination Oaths fo frequently fworn by Jour- 
neymen, in the feveral branches of trade, to the 
mamfeft prejudice of their matters, and more 
efpecially the Public in general, though their 

3 s are fettled either by Law or Cuftom ? How 
aritable alfo the Oaths of Monopoly , whereby 
feme Tradefmen would fain engrofs a Manufac- 
ture to themfelves, whilft they view their fellow- 
tradettnen and their families, though able and wil- 
ling to labour, deftitute of the common necefla- 
ries of life ! Nay, fome go fo far as to aflume 
the Authority of a Juftice of the Peace, to tender 
Oaths to each other, whereby they mean to bind 
themfelves mutually, not to work under fuch 
prices, as they think proper to appoint ; threat- 
nil^ Death and Deftruftion, not unlike the me- 
naces of the Jews to St. Pauly to fuch as will 
not coincide with them, and join in their unlaw-, 
ful Combinations ; though , the induftrious honeft 
man, fatisfied with a fmall and fiber pittance, 
is willing to tat his breads in the fweat of his 
face . Such proceedings are unlawful, their Oaths 
are iniquitous, they are null and void. 

But what lball we thirtk of thofe deluded peo- 
ple, who, under the fpecious pretence of an 
Oath perhaps taken over their cups, feduced in- 
advertently, 

Mi- 
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advertently, through malice, or no matter how, 
think themfelves obliged to commit the moft hor- 
rid crimes ! deftroying their Neighbour’s goods, 
maiming their cattle, burning their houfes, nay, 
fometimes burying the proprietors alive, or per- 
haps putting a more fpeedy period to their lives, 
and this under the pretence, either of having taken 
an Oath to that purpofe, or as a remedy perhaps 
againft pretended oppreflion. As to the firft, the 
facred Obligation of an Oath neither (hould nor 
can be the bond of iniquity, or an encourage- 
ment to crimes fubverfive of Laws divine and 
human, and perpetrated at the hazard of their 
lives; it is highly criminal to take fuch Oaths, 
and much more linful to keep them. 

As to the other, that fuch Outrages are a Re- 
medy againft Oppreflion : What more abfurd 
than that every Individual (hall arrogate to him- 
felf a Right to judge in fuch cafes ! Such a fyf- 
tem would be evidently productive of Anarchy 
and Confufion ; it would be fubverfive of all Law, 
Order, and Subordination ; it would be, at once, 
to eftablifh a Legiflature of their own, and to ad 
the part of Judge and Executioner ! whereas 
they (hould be fubjeft, as St. Paul fays, * to 
higher Powers ; for there is no Power but from God ; 
and the Powers that are , are ordained of God . 
Therefore be that rejtfteth Power, rdtfteth the ordi- 
nance of God . And they who rejift bring Damna- 
tion to themfehes Wherefore be you fiebjeft of 

Necejjtty\ not only bfreafon of Wrath , but alfo for 
. Conscience fake . fiefides, fuch unwarrantable Pro-* 
ceedings exafperate Government, and juftiy draw 
its frowns and puni(hments upon the Guilty. If 
they apprehend they are in any (hape aggrieved, 

let 

J * Rom. xiii. i, 2, 5. 



Digitized by vjOOQlC 




( 65 ) 

let them patiently fubmit to the wife difpenfations 
of Providence : The trial is for their good, and 
the Tribulation only a juft punifhment due for 
their daily Offences. Let them pray to God, who 
can change the hearts of the great Ones of the 
Earth, for a Redrefs of their Complaints and 
Grievances, and in due time the Lord will gra- 
cioufly hear and relieve them. Becaufe he hath 
hoped in me i fays the Lord, I will deliver him ; 
I will protect him, becaufe he hath known my Name . 
He Jhall cry to me and I will hear him: I am with 
him in his trouble: I will deliver him and I zvill 
glorify him*. What an unfpeakable Comfort to a 
Chriftian, who bears his troubles and affli&ions 
with refignation and patience ! 

‘ Bilt, to fly in the face of God’s Law and that 
of the Land, for a redrefs of grievances or fuffer- 
ings, is highly finful, and by no means the tnethod 
to obtain the defired Relief j and to attempt bind- 
ing themfelves by the (acred bond of an Oath to 
com v mit fuch Outrages and atrocious Crimes, is, 
to aggravate their Crimes beyond meafure, and 
barring up every fair Avenue to Relief or Re- 
drefs. They fcould devoutly call upon God’s 
moft facred Name, that through its infinite Good- 
nefs, they may obtain grace to bear their trials 
with patience and refignation, faying with S. Paul, 
For my part I am ready , not only to be bound, but 
edfo to die at Jerufalem for the Name of the Lord 
Jefus f. 

At the fame time that the Poor are exhorted to 
bear their Crofles with Chriftian Patience, it is 
equally neceflary to remind the Ridi, to beware 
of grinding the face of the Poor, who plead they 
are often forced to unwarrantable fteps by the 

hardnefs 

* P(al. xc. 14, 15. f A6ls xxi. 13. 
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hardnels of heart, inhumanity and infenflbility of 
the Rich : it is often remarked, that the Humane 
and Charitable feldom or never experience the 
leaft ingratitude from their .indigent Neighbours ; 
on the contrary, was it neceflary, they feem ready 
to fhed their blood for their generous and charita- 
ble Benefactor. 

This Reflection mult infpire a noble mind with 
fentiments of charity and benevolence towards 
their diftrefled Brethren : But where they are in- 
fenfible to fuch feelings, let them remember, that 
the fupreme Lord of Heaven and Earth, is, the 
Father, the ProteClor of the Poor, he will not 
prove deaf to their Cries and Wants ; on the con- 
trary, he is ever fteady to their caufe ; he who 
gave a Redundancy to the Rich, whereby they 
might have the merit of relieving their diftrefled 
fellow creature, may at once totally deprive 
them of their Riches, by calling them into 
another World, or perhaps may fpare their lives 
to feel the fmarts of Poverty, Hunger, and Indi- 
gence, in permitting them to Squander their for- 
tunes in idlenefs and debauchery; whereas had 
they been attended with God’s blefling, they ne- 
ver would have known* what diftrefs was, nor 
would they have denied to the Poor what was real- 
ly their Due. The moft powerful means, there- 
fore, to preferve life and the enjoyment of the 
goods of fortune, are, to feel the diftrefles of the 
Poor, to comfort and relieve them in their afflic- 
tions and wants. 



SECT. 
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SECT. III. 

Oaths /worn by Roman Catholics to thole of a different 
Perfuafion , equally binding as if fwom to thofe of 
their own Commmwtion. 

W HEN it is carefully remarked, that an 
Oath derives its Force and Obligation, 
not from the Swearer, nor from the Perfon to 
whom he fwears, but from God’s moft facred 
Name, which is invoked and given as a Surety for 
the Truth of what is afierted or promifed ; it muft 
appear evident, that a lawful Oath becomes obli- 
gatory, though given to a Turk, Jew, Heretic , 
or Schijmatit . I fay, a lawful Oath : for if the 
Oath be unlawful, it is not only meritorious but 
neceflary to decline the Obfervance or Execution 
of it : as appears from the condu& of Davids who 
though juft ly blamed for the wicked Oath he had 
(worn, to murder Nabal, yet he is celebrated in 
Holy Writ, for not keeping that rafh and criminal 
Oatn : for at the requeft of Abigail, Nabafs Wife, 
he happily declined execitfing his ra(h and wicked 
Defign*. 

It is evident then, that when you fwear to do a 
bad adion, or to omit a good one, you fin by 
r taking fuch unlawful Oaths, and redouble the fin 
by keeping them. When therefore, Neceffity im- 
pels you to fwear, you fhould be extremely cautious 
to fwear doing only, what is good and lawful ta 
be done; and in that cafe, an Oath impofes a 
ft ri& Obligation. And, if Circumftances do not 
change ( for inftance, you have promifed upon Oath 
to give an Hundred Pounds to an Hofpital, if by 
an unforefeen accident you lofe the Money, the 

1 Obli- 
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Obligation of the Oath ceafcs, unlefs it be after- 
wards recovered) .you are in, Confcience bound to 
fulfil your Oath, and that within the limited time, 
efpecially when the immediate Compliance tends 
to yourNeighbour’sWelfare, and the delay hurtful. 
Hence, if you promife upon Oath to do a Service 
to any Perfon, you are bound to keep it, and no 
diverfity of Religion can excufe you from it. 
Though your Oath be given to a Turk, few, 
Athcift , or Heretic , it becomes obligatory, and 
you are equally bound to keep it, as if made to 
one of your own Communion. 

Hence it appears, how unjuftly the Roman 
Catholic Church is accufed of fupporting a Doc- 
trine, which She in fa£t, detefts. Viz. That Faith 
is not to be kept with Heretics : That a lawful Oath 
fworn to thofe of a different Perfuafion , is not bind- 
ings &c. 

The Doftrine of the Catholic Church is quite 
averfe to fuch Tenets, as may be fully feen in our 
Authors ; and the Demeanour of the Roman Ca- 
tholics of this Kingdom, daily proves the Charge 
to be falfe and groundlefs : for, if they believed* 
that it is not criminal tq impofe upon one of a 
different Perfuafion, by a falfe Oath; or that a 
Promife made to Proteftants, upon Oath, is not 
binding, why do they refufe taking them ? If 
Roman Catholics believed, or could prevail on 
themfelves to think, that they could with a fafe 
Confcience, impofe on their Neighbour, or any 
Perfon whatever, by a falfe Oath ; or that lawful 
Oaths fworn to thole of a different Perfuafion; are 
not binding; furely they are not fuch Enemies to 
their Temporal Intereft, as to refufe taking fuch. 
Oaths, and frankly qualifying themfelves for lucra- 
tive Places or honourable Employments ! 

The 
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The Truth is, we know the Catholic Church 
teaches, that Oaths are the moft facrcd and bind- 
ing Obligations upon Earth, between Man and 
Man : That no Confideration whatfoever, fhould 
induce us to fwear a falfe Oath ; nor can any 
Authority whatever impower us to fwear to do 
what is unjuft or unlawful to be done. And every 
iawful Oath fwom to a Turk, 'Jew, Atheiji , or 
Heretic , is obligatory ; and a wilful breach of fuch 
Oaths is fevercly punifhed by Almighty God. 

A terrible Proof of this Truth is recorded in the 
25 th Chapter of the 4th Book of Kings , where we 
read of the moft frightful Judgment, that ever 
befel a King of IfratL, being inflicted on Sedecias , 
for a Breach of Faith to the Infidel Nebuchodom for. 
King of Babylon \ who having fubdued the Land 
of Judea, appointed his Uncle Sedecias to fway his 
Sceptre over that conquered Nation : firft requiring 
from him an Oath of Fidelity or Allegiance, 
which Sedecias thought proper to break (oon after. 
Nebuchodonofor being informed of the Perfidy of 
his Uncle, returns to Judea, dethrones Sedecias 
and makes him Prifoner : He then deftroyed the 
City of Jerufalem by Fire, and the Temple itfclf 
did not efcape the Flames: his two Sons were put 
to death in his Prefbncc ; when after beholding the 
affc&ing Scene, his Eyes are put out ; and if his 
life was fpared, it was only to prolong his Agony 
and Torments : for, by the exprefs Command of 
Nebuchodonofor, Sedecias is bound with chains and 
led Captive to Babylon, there to tnd the fmall 
remainder of his painful Life in Mifcry and 
Bondage. 

This exemplary Punifliment was inflicted on the 
unhappy Sedecias, as the Prophet Ezekiel informs 
E u$. 
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us, becaufe Sedecias dijregarded bis Oath*. It is 
to be obferved, that though the Promife of Fide- 
lity, fealed with an Oatn, had been made to an 
-Idolater y yet as God’s Holy Name was called upon 
&s a Witnefs or Surety for the Performance of 
what he had promifed, fo jealous is the Lord of 
the Honour due to his Adorable Name, that he 
favours even thofe who are his avowed Enemies, 
to punifla .the perjured Swearer, who prefumes to 
mal-treat fek unoft holy and terrible Name : for, 
fays he, thou Jhah not forfwear thyfelf 9 but Jhall keep 
thy Oaths to the Lord\ . And truly, we are not to 
be furprized, that the Lord fhould fend fuch heavy 
Judgments on him that forfwears himfelf : 44 for 
44 the Lord, fays St. Chyfijloniy becomes aim oft 
44 implacable, when Oaths are broken becaufe, 
in Oath (as has been already remarked) derives its 
obligation, not from the Perfon’s Merits or Reli- 
gion, to whom we fwear, but fiom God’s moft 
awful and venerable Namey which is given 
as a Surety. Hence, without any DifKn&ion of 
Perfons, you are obliged to keep your lawful 
Oaths to the Lordy together with Faith and Truth 
to your Fellow Creature. • It appears evidently 
then, that the Roman Catholic Church is moll 
unjuftly accufcd of upholding a Dodrine, which 
She, in Faft, detefts, viz. 44 that Faith is not to 
44 be kept with thofe of a different Communion, 
44 nor are Oaths fworn to them binding,” and fo 
forth : as we (hall fee more fully in the next 
Chapter. • 

Oaths extorted by Robbers from Perfons robbed, 
for inftance : that they fhall not difeover or profe- 

cutc 
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:cute them, are not binding : becaufe, as St. Thomas 
fays, fuch Oaths are againft “ Public Juftice*.” 

It is fometimes the cafe, that Perfons call upon 
the Name of the Lord as a Witnefs or Surety, for 
the performance of what is, in itfclf, good and 
lawful to be done, with a view only, to accom- 
plifh what is bafe and unlawful to be done. For 
inftance : how frequently are the moft folemn 
Oaths, of future Marriage, fworn by vile De- 
1 ceivers to feduce the Innocent, and deftroy them ? 
Thus are unfufpefting and unguarded Virgins 
fometimes deluded ana deceived by fuch fpecious 
Promifes of Marriage, fealed with the facred 
bond of an Oath.' Have they not found, from 
fatal Experience, that fo foon as their Undoers 
have accomplifhed their brutal Defigns, they dis- 
regard the Injury done, or the Engagements they 
are under, and leave the unhappy Vi&ims of their 
( Paflions, to lament their Folly and Credulity ? 
Such a vile and impious Artifice cannot however 
remain unpunifhed, becaufe the Deceiver is guilty 
of an heinous Offence : firft, by reafon of the 
Injury done to his Fellow Creature. Secondly, 
by breaking his Oath. And thirdly, for making 
ufe of God's moft facred Name to cloak his bafe 
defigns. 

It is true, fuch abandoned Profligates have and 
frequently do efcape the Rod of Civil Juftice, but 
they can never fly from God's avenging Juftice, 
which fhall perfecute the perjured Swearer to the 
very Gates of Hell. Shall he, fays the Lord, whp 
has broken his Promtfe efiape ? No ; for m I live , 
the Oath which he has broken , Jhall be placed on his 
Forehead f. As if to infinuate, that the bfeach of 
E 2 a law- 

* 2. 2. q. 89 art. 7. ad. 3 — •— 3 Sent dift. 39. 
■ q. 1. art. 3. f Ezekiel XVH..19. 
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a lawful Oath, efpecially when attended with pre- 
judice to our Neighbour, Is of fo heinous a nature, 
that it fhall be fixed on the mod: confpicuous part 
of the Swearer’s Body, his Forehead ; for hi? 
greater Confufion and future Condemnation. 

CHAP. VIII. 

The Third Condi iicn necejfury to render an Oath 
lawful^ viz. Truth. 

44 A FALSE Oath,” fays St. Thomas % 
44 .XjL wants Truth,” which is the third 
Condition neceflaiy to render an Oath lawful : 
for, thou jhalt fwear in Truths fays the Lord By 
this Condition, fays St. Thomas , we are required 
to fwear nothing but the Truth, or what we judge 
to be really truth, after mature deliberation and 
rcfledion : for to call upon the Lord of all Truth 
to witnefs a falfliood, is manifeftly attempting to 
make him a Party to your wickednefs, a Supporter 
and Defender of Lies ; which muft be highly in- 
jurious to the God of all Sandlity and Truth. 

A falfe Oath is fworn, when a Man fwears to a 
lie, that is, when he fwears that to be true, which 
he knows or believes to be falfe, fays a celebrated 
Author f. He is alfo perjured, who fwears that 
which is really true, yet when he fwears, he thinks 
it is falfe ; becaufe he fwears to what he thinks is 
a lie. He alfo who promifes any thing under 
Oath, and at the fame Time does not intend to do 
it ; or does not take the Pains he ought to do, to 
fulfil his Oath, (if what he has fo promifed be 
lawful«and poflible) is perjured : becaufe he who 
calls upon God to witnefs, that he will do fuch a 

thing, 

* Jeremy iv. 2. f Natalis Alexander, TheoL 
Dog. & Moral. Tom. ii. Lib. 4, A. 7. 
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thing, and really intends not to do It, nor does 
he take proper pains to fulfil his Oath, in fa£l lies 
in his own Heart, and fwears to the Lie. . They 
alfo, are guilty of Peijurv, who fwear to do a 
thing that is not in their Power, nor likely to be 
at the limited Time. Thus Tradefmen often 
fwear they will have their rcfpe&ive Manufactures 
ready at a certain Time, though in their hearts 
thoroughly convinced, it will not be in their 
Power. Thus Debtors promife upon Oath to 
difeharge their Debts at an appointed Time, 
though perfuaded in their minds it will be out of * 
their power : nay, and perhaps are determined 
never to pay. * 

They are alfo guilty of Perjury who fwear 
falfely, though their motive be charitable : for 
inftance, to fave others from blame or punilh- 
ment : Thus Servants think it excufable to fwear 
falfely, if they can thereby conceal their faults, 
and fereen themfelves or others from the Indigna- 
tion of their Mailers ; it is however a damnable 
practice : fog it is not lawful, for the prefervatioiv 
of the Univerle, to fwear a falfc Oath, much lefs 
to avoid blame or reproach. How lamentable, 
then, the mifeoridudt of fuch Perfons : for, 
though it appears to be the Will of Heaven, that 
they lhall Jive in a Hate of fervittide and dritdgery $ 
yet, it is alfo the Will of God, that fuch Ser- 
vants as behave themfelves honejlly , foberly , and 
pic ujly^ lhall be rewarded in the other life* with 
freedom and happinefs, perhaps, luperior to that 
of their Mailers and Miflrellcs. If then, their 
Situation in Life deprives them of temporal hap- 
pinefs here, at Jeall let them not by pilfering, 
curling, fwearing, &c. rob themfelves of that 
eternal happinefs, which God has mercifully pre- 
pared for them hereafter. 

E 3 To 
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To call God to witnefs a lie or falfhood, is 
^ treating him with the infamous Character of a 
Liar : which glaring irreverence muft provoke 
him to wrath and indignation. ’Tis very offen- 
hve to Pcrfons in high life to be branded with 
the injurious Title of a Liar. Every Man 
of Honour feems more offended with die Ap- 
pellation of a Liar y than if he received a 
wound from the point of a Sword. If then, we 
may be allowed to compare fmall Matters with 
great, what fhall we think of the injury offered 
to God’s Honour, whilft the falfe, the perjured 
Swearer attempts to make his God uphold and 
patronize his Lies ? Words cannot fufficiendy 
exprefs the heinoufnefs of the Offence ! 

Nor does it diminifh the Crime, that the falf- 
hood which you affert, is but of a trifling nature, 
and that you fwear only in JcJl : for inftead of 
extenuating the Crime, this Circumftance fcrvea 
rather to increafe it: Becaufe, as the Angelic 
Doctor fays *, ?' 4 He that forfwears himfelf in a 
44 Jeft, does not avoid an Irreverence to God, 

44 but in fbme Manner increafes it, and therefore 
44 is not to be excufed from mortal Sin : becaufe, 

44 without any Utility or Neceflity, God is wan- 
44 tonly called upon to witnefs a faJfhood,** 
Hence Pope Innocent XL in the Year 1679, con* • 
demned the following Proportion : To call God 14 
witnefs a fmall Lie , is not fo great an Irreverence y 
that God can or will damn a Man for it f. So that 
he who fwears to a lie, though in a trivial Matter, 
by the irreverence offered to God’s adorable Name, 
juftly deferves everlafting Torments : for God’s 
moil facred Name is not to be trifled with, nor is 
it to be invoked to give the leaft fan&ion or ap* 
pearance of Truth to the fmalleft Lie, 

There 

• 2 q 98. a. 3. ad. 2. f Wigant,Tra&. x.Exam. iv. 
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There are many Perfons, who ignorantly perfuade 
thcmfelves to think, that they may with fafety 
elude the force of an Oath by ufing Equivocati- 
ons, Mental Refervations, or fecret Evafions, 
whereby they fwear deceitfully to their Neighbour^ 
and impofe upon him. For inftance : By form- 
ing within themfelves an Intention not to fwear y 
though they actually do fwear : Or by forming a 
different Intention or meaning from that of the 
Perfon to whom they fwear, Such a Method of 
Swearing is highly criminal, nor does it exempt 
them from the guilt of Perjury : becaufe the Per- 
fon that fwears fhould ufe no deceit, but fhould 
fwear according to the ufual Meaning of the 
Words, jind the Intention of the Perfon to whom 
he fwears ; or as the Scripture exprefles it : He 
that fweareth to his Neighbour , and deceivcth not*. 
Hence St. Thomas teaches, 44 That when the In- 
44 tention of him that fwears and of him to whom 
44 he fwears, is not the fame ; if this be occafioned 
44 bv fraud and deceit in him that fitfears, the 
44 Oath muft be kept according to the ufual 
44 Meaning of the Words, as he underftands it 
44 to whom he fwears f.” 

Hence, the two following Propofitioris were 
alfo condemned by Pope Innocent XI. If any one, 
either alone, or before others, whether ajked, or of his 
own accord , or fir recreation* s-fake, or any other end, 
fwears, that be has not done a things which really he 
has done, underftanding within himfelf fomething elfe 
than what he has done , or fame other way from that 
whereby he did it, or fame other additional Circum - 
Jlance , does not lie , nor is he guilty of Perjury. 
Therefore, according to the Doctrine of tnj 
Church, fuch a Swearer muft be a Liar and per- 
jured. The other Propofition is this : Upon a 
E 4 rea- 
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r ray. Fable / count it is lawful to Jwear withcut 
an Intent ion of Jwear ing^ whether the Thing 
fvjorn to , be little or great*. Thus, it clearly 
appears, by the Dccifions of the Church, in what 
a detcllable Light She holds all thole, who when 
they fwear, ufe Equivocations or Mental Referva- 
tions, whereby they mean to evade the Force and 
Obi igation of an Oath,and deceive their Neighbour. 

Though Perjury be a grievous Crime, even 
when you forfwcar yourfelf in a trivial Matter, 
yet it is much aggravated, when you fwear to a 
lie, with a View to defraud or opprefs the Innocent. 
It is a Sin of the deepeft Dye, not unlike a Viper, 
which by feeding upon Scorpions becomes more 
envenomed and poilonous : becaufe it includes a 
grievous Injury done to our Neighbour, grounded 
on the highelt Difrcfpe& that can be offered to . 
Almighty God ; nay fuch a Difrefpedl, as we 
would be afhamed to offer to our Fellow Creature. 

Would you, O profane Swearer, have Courage 
enough to folicit a Gentleman of known probity 
veracity, to fwear, that inch a Perfon, whole 
Life you mean to take, though innocent, is guilty 
of Robbery, Murder, or fome fuch capital Crime l 
Would you, unlefs bereft of all Scnfe or Shame, 
attempt to afk a Man of Honour and Truth, to 
atteft the faife Accufation ? I believe there are but 
very few Inftanccs of fuch bare-faccd Effrontry 
fhewn, even to your Fellow Creature. Why 
then, will you prelume to afk of God, what you 
dare not afk of Man ? Or how can you have the 
Prefumption to call upon the great God to witnefs 
your Lies, when you have not Courage to afk the 
like of an honeft Man ! Yet fo it is, that the 
perjured Swearer takes much greater Liberties with 
his God, than he dares to take with his Fellow 
Creature ! To 

* W’gant, Tm&. xvii. Append. Exam, Hi. 
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To call God to witnefs a Falfhood, is in Faft 
faying : that as the Swearer has not Veracity 
enough to intitle him to be believed, nor Power 
fufHcient to execute his wii^ced Defigns, he there- 
fore, calls upon God to defcend from Heaven, to 
fupply his deficiency j that by the Interpofition of 
his awful Name, he may be effectually enabled to 
accomplifh his wicked Purpofes. This is evi- 
dently making God, who is SanCtity itfelf, the 
Abettor and Warranter of Iniquity. Can any 
Thing equal thefe prefumptuous Attempts, which 
are doubtlefs implied in the falfe Oath of every 
perjured Swearer ! 

Though Almighty God be infinitely merciful v 
it cannot however, be expeCted, that He /half 
remain infenfible to fuch glaring ACts of Difre- 
fpeCt, as are Daily offered to his moft venerable 
Name. He has often threatened, in the Holy 
Scriptures, to infliCl the moft fevere Punifliments 
on the perjured Swearer, and his avenging Juftice 
has, from Time to Time, executed his Menaces 
in the moft exemplary Manner. I fhall relate one 
remarkable Inftance thereof*. 

There lived a certain Widow, of good repute, 
in the Ifiand of Corfica , who had an only Daugh- 
ter, to whom her Father bequeathed three hundred 
Crowns, as her Portion, when marriageable. The 
Mother not thinking the Money fafe in her Pof- 
feflion, depofits it with her Neighbour, on whofe 
Honefty and Integrity fhe relied fo much, as not 
even to require an accountable Receipt. A few 
Years after, the Daughter being at Age, and her 
Marriage agreed upon, the Mother demands the 
300 Crowns from her Truftee. But,, how great 
was the Widow’s Surprize, to find her fuppofed 
E 5 Friend, 

* Signer!, Crift. lflruito. del Juraniento. 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 




C 7 * ) 

Friend, in whom fhe had repofed fo great a Con- 
fidence, denying pofitiyely, that he ever had re- 
ceived a Farthing from her ! The diftrefied Mo- 
ther could not pretend to contend the Matter at 
Law, not having any other Evidence than the 
Teftimony of his Wife, who was the only Perfon 
prefen t, when the Money was delivered to her 
Hufband. She expoftulated with the unhappy 
Couple on the Juftnefs of her Demand ; they, ii» 
return, declare themfelvcs willing to fwear before 
a Magiftrate, and folemnly acquit themfelves 
of the Charge. 

The afflifted Widow haftens to the Chief Ma- 
giftrate, and relates her Cafe : He confbles her, 
and promifes every Thing in his Power to her 
Afliftance : He cites the wicked Couple to Court, 
where a folemn Oath was tendered, which they 
took without Hefitation, declaring they knew 
nothing of the Money demanded. Not content 
with this vile Aft of Perjury and Injuftice, but, 
as if to render it more folemn, the perjured Couple 
add an execratory Oath : that, if they were not 
innocent, of what had been laid to their Charge, 
that God the Avenger of Lies and Perjury, ihould 
extend his Punifhmcnts not only to them, but 
alfo to their Children. 

The Lord, whofe all-feeing Eye clearly viev/fr 
the moft hidden fecrets of hearts, knowing full 
well they had called upon his moft holy and aw- 
ftil Name to fupport that crying aft of Injuftice, 
becomes highly incenfed againlt the wicked Cou- 
ple, and his avenging Juftice delays not to inflift 
the punifhment which they fo juftly deferved, and 
fo folemnly wilhed to themfelvcs and their poftc- 
rity. 

Tfa* 
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1 The perjured Couple had three children ; one! 

of two months old, whom the mother, when go- 
ing to Court, had left in a cradle ; another of 
five years, and a third of twenty-five years old. 
The mother returning immediately from Court to 
her houfe, finds the cradle overturned, and the 
Infant fmothered. Her guilty confcience quickly 
reprefents this cataftrophe as a juft judgment from 
the Alifiighty God, for the fin of Perjury Which 
i fhe committed ; but inftead of imploring forgive- 

nefs from the Throne of Mercy, and repairing 
the Evil fhe had done, inflamed with rage and 
defpair, fhe, thinking the other child of five 

K had overturned the cradle, ruflies on the 
lefs Babe, and ftabs it to the very heart. 

Nor did the tragedy end here $ for, the Hufband 
returning home about an hour after, with a confci- 
ence racking him for the fins of Injuftice and 
( Penury he had committed, beholding one of his 

children fmothered, another bleeding to death, 
and viewing the bloody weapon in his Wife’s 
hand, without further enquiry, draws his fword 
and wounds her mortally. The Neighbours 
alarmed at the cries of the dying wife, rufh i^jto 
the houfe, and feeing the bloody inftrument of 
death in the hufband’s hand, they drag him to 
the Court of Juffice, which was then fitting, 
where he confefled himfelf guilty, and was con- 
1 demned to immediate death. 

You may, perhaps, think this a fuflicient tem- 
poral Punifliment for a falfe Oath ; but the tra- 
gedy is not yet ended : for, whilft they fotight, in 
vain, an hangman to execute the fentence, the 
elder Son returns home, and beholding his Mo- 
ther a corpfe on the floor, befmeared all over with 
blood, and underftanding his father was the mur- 
( derer. 
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d; rcr, offers himfelf, without hefitation, to be 
the Executioner of his Father ; that he might re- 
venge the blood of his Mother, whom he tender- 
ly loved. His rage now overcomes his fhame ; 
he mounts the ladder, and becomes his Father’* 
Executioner ! 

The Divine Juftice was not as yet fatisfied ; 
for a few days after, when the Son’s paflion had 
abated, he began to reflect on the infamy he had 
entailed on himfelf, by being his father’s execu- 
tioner, and unable to vvithftand the many afH idl- 
ing thoughts that muft have occurud to his mind, 
on the melancholy occafion, at length plunges 
a dagger into his own breaft, and fo puts a period 
to his miferable life. 

Thus did God’s avenging Juftice perfccute the 
unhappy Couple for the fins of Perjury and Injuf- 
tice. Their Pofterity fhared of the punifhment ; 
nay, the two innocent Babes had their part of the 
temporal Punifhmcnt, and fell vidims to the Per- 
jury of their wicked Parents. This exemplary 
punifliment, frightful as it was, is only what 
might be reafonably expeded in confequence of 
what the Lord has declared in the following 
words : * A Malediction fioall come , fays he, into 
the Hcufe of him that Jiuears falfely by my Name , 
and Jhall dwell in the midjl of it , until it Jhall con- 
fume it , and its very Foundations. A terrible Sen- 
tence fulminated againft all thofe who forfwear or 
perjure themfelves! The punifliment to be in- 
flided, fliall fall, not only on the guilty head of 
the falfe fwearer, but fliall alfo reach the harmlefs 
Pofterity ! Beware then, O Parents, of fo heinous 
a Crime ! Let not the Love of Riches or Ho- 
nours prompt you to acquire them by fuch crimi- 
nal 



* Zach. v. 4. 
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na! means : fiich Acquifitions are not to be countecf 
upon ; they are precarious, and never attended 
with a real Blefling. 

You fee the Lord has menaced Deftruction to 
thofe that fwear falfely : you alfo fee the menace 
executed in the unhappy Corfican Family: what 
happened to them,, may befal you, if you imitate 
their example : you cannot claim any fpecial 
protection. Learn then, at their coft, to avoid 
the damnable crime in future \ if you regard not 
yourfelves, at leaft feel for your innocent Off- 
spring, who are often punifhed for the crimes of 
their Parents. 

Notwithftanding this hateful crime is fo ftri&ly 
forbidden, and fo feverely punifhed, does it not 
ftill rage amongft Chriftians to a fhameful de- 
gree ? How many fwear to a Lie through Wan* 
tonnefs, without any apparent Neceflity, and 
meerly for Amufement ; whilft others, like tb$ 
unhappy Couple already Mentioned, fwear falfely 
to opprefs the Widow, and defraud the Orphan \ 
or to rob their fellow creature of his property. 
Such a Cts of Injuftice and Perjury muff make 
every man, aftuated by the leaft principle of Re- 
ligion or Humanity, tremble \ for, if the moft 
exemplary Judgments do not viftbly befal the 
perjured Mifcreants, their Souls moft certainly 
fall under the Divine Malediction : * and, if the . 
Punifhments they fo Juftly deferve,. are for a time 
fufpended, ’tis entirely due to God’s infinite Mer- 
cy, that pleads time for their Repentance and 
Amendment, which, if negleCted,. they may ex- 
pedt to experience the Severity of his Juftice, 
who will rend#' unto every one according to his . 
Works. 



And, 
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And, truly, what Punifement can be really 
adequate to fuch an atrocious crime ? What can 
be more injurious to the King of Glory, than for 
men to endeavour to make him palliate their 
Knavery, to engage his facred Truth to patronize 
their Lies, and fupport their Falfcoods ! This is, 
indeed, to debafe and defile his facred Name to 
a feameful degree. Beware then, in future, of 
fo heinous a Crime, and let the exprefs Command 
of Almighty God be deeply imprinted on your 
Minds : * Thou Jhalt not , fays the Lord, forfuiear 
thyfelf in my Name, nor pollute the Name of thy 
•God* 

CHAP. IX. 

Of Imprecations. 

A N Imprecation, Curfe, or Malediftion, is, 
to wife Evil to our Neighbour, ourfelves, 
or any of God’s Creatures. St. Paul moft pref- 
fin<»ly exhorts the Romans to decline fo great a 
Sin, and informs them, that they are not to wife 
Evil even to their Enemies, who hate and perfecute 
them : + Blefs them, fays he, that perfecute you : 
blefs and curfe not. And to remove every Excufe 
that might be affigned to palliate fo heinous a 
Crime, he further lays, % Be not deceived: neither 

Fornicators , nor Railers, nor Extortioners JhaU 

poffefs the Kingdom of God. 

Though Chriftian Charity, which feould ever 
animate our Aftions, requires, that we feall not 
wife Evil to Ourfelves or Fellow-creature, yet, 
does riot daily Experience evince, that we cannot 

feel 

• Levit. xix. i a. 

f Rom xii. 14- t 1 Cor - vi - 9 > ,0 - 
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feel the leaft Difappointment, without impreca- 
ting fome Evil to ourfelves, or fome of God's 
Creatures. Strange Abfurdity ! to wife an En- 
creafe of Evils to ourfelves, which, in fa&, every; 
Man means and ought to feun. 

If our Neighbour difpleafes us, even in trifling 
matters, nay, often without any Provocation at 
all, a peal of Curies is immediately thundered 
out againft him. The innocent parts of Nature 
are often damned in the fame manner, though the 
Difappointment refulting from them proceeds, 
too often, from our own Rafhnefs and Impru- 
dence. How often is God called upon to damn 
them , the Devil to carry them away , &c. Nay, 
are not the moft dreadful Imprecations, at times, 
uttered even againft your Domeftics, Wife, or 
Children: and what, truly, would become of 
either , did not the amazing Goodnefs of God 
often refufe to grant fuch uncharitable wifees ? 

Many Perfons are deceived by imagining, that 
if the £vil wifhed, does not befal them, there is 
’no harm done. It is true, indeed, that if your 
evil Willies have not their Effect, there is no 
harm done to your Neighbour, but not fo to you, 
uncharitable Curfer! for, if you wife the Evil 
from your heart, you commit as great a Sin, in the 
fight of God, as if the Evil which you ineffec- 
tually wife, had actually /alien upon him ; be- 
caufe, Sin is committed by the interior Confent 
of the Will to a finful Action, and the exterior 
Action in every Sin, * is only the Execution of 
what is already confented too and compleated in 
the Will ; ana juft as it lies in the heart, fo it is 
in the fight of God, who penetrates into the 
deepeft Recefles of our Souls. 

Hence, 

• S. Tho. i. 2. q 72. ait. 7. 
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Hence, he who draws his fword with a Refo- 
lution to kill his Neighbour, is guilty of Murder 
ih the fight of God, though he, by chance, par- 
ries the Thruft, and efcapes the intended Evil ; 
for, when you deliberately confent in your 
Mind to any Evil, you that moment become 
guilty of it in the fight of God ; and the greater . 
the Evil, the greater the Crime. 

’Tis true, many Evils may befal your Neigh- 
bour from the adual Execution of a finful 
Thought, which do not attend the Thought it- 
felf, fo long as it is confined within the limits of 
your own Breaft ; for inftance, you have formed 
a Defign to rob your Neighbour, if you execute 
your evil Defign, you entail Diftrefs, and perhaps 
a thoufand other Misfortunes upon him. But 
fuppofe you are prevented from executing your 
wicked Purpofe; yet, as your determined Refo- 
lution was to commit Robbery, you ftand guilty 
of Robbery in the fight of God ; and though you 
{hall appear innocent in the fight of Men, fo • 
long as you conceal your finful defigns, yet, fo • 
foon as you deliberately confent to perpetrate the 
evil Deed, you become guilty of it in the fight 
of God, the Searcher of Hearts. In like man- . 
ner, though Almighty God does not always per- 
mit your evil Wifhes to take effect, yet by your 
calling upon God, dire&ly or indireflly, with, 
your heart or mouth, to curfe his Creatures, you. 
become guilty of a grievous Crime in the fight of 
God, and the greater the Evil, the greater the 
Crime. 

It is however a certain Truth, that thofe evil. 
Wifhes or Curfes have fomctimes, through God’s. 
Permiflion, the moft dreadful EfFe&s. If fo,. 
what will become of the uncharitable Curfer ? 

If 
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* If he be not as hardened and infenfible as a Rock, . 
he muft be racked with the moft difmal Appre- 
henfions. Suppofe you call upon God to damn 
your Fellow-creature : that the Devil may carry him 
away y Sec. If God fhould permit the Devil to 
carry away the Perfon you wife to him, what, 
horror would it not raife in your Breaft ? To 
view your Fellow-creature hurried headlong into 
the Flames of Hell, in Confequcnce of your un- 

m charitable Wife ! Sure, you would fcarcely en- 

joy a moment’s Peace of Mind, when you would 
ferioufly refledt on the frightful Effedls of your 
wicked Imprecation ! 

It is well known, that a Man who has com- 
mitted Murder, though the horrid Crime remains 
concealed, fcldom enjoys the leaft' Tranquility of 
Mind; the Blood he has feed, deeply ftains hi* 
Confcience : it diftra&s him by Day, and haunts 

( him by Night : it perfecutes him upon Earth, and 

cries to Heaven for Vengeance, which the Mur- 
derer hourly dreads falling on his guilty Head. 
How much greater the Crime of calling upon 
God to damn Man , whom he has formed accord- 
ing to his own Image and Likenefs, and whom 
he has redeemed at the Expence of his Blood ! 
This is, indeed, to wife eternal Death and De- 
ftrudlion to both Body and Soul. 

There is no Doubt, but that as Almighty God,. 

* who is Lord of his Creatures, can grant eternal 
Rewards to thofe that love and ferve him, fo he 
can inflift never-ending Punifemcnts on fuch as 
offend him : and as he can blefs, fo he can curfe 
at Pleafure ; and one Word is fufficient to effect 
either : for, the Word of God is fo wonderfully 
powerful, that it produces whatever it exprefles* 
God fpoke and it was done *, fays the Scripture : 

nothing 

[ * Gen. i. 
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nothing more is related for the Produ&ion of the 
Univerfe, nor was more neceflary ; becaufe his 
Omnipotent Word, effects whatever it exprefles. 
Not fo with Man, whofe Words are feeble, who 
often fays and promifes more, than perhaps he i$ 
able or willing to perform. 

Notwithftanding, it has often been the Will 
-of God, that Imprecations or Curfes uttered by 
Man, fhall have their EffeCt ; as appears in the 
Prophet. Elifeus *, who going up to Bethel , was 
mocked and infulted by a Multitude of Boys $ 
Whereupon, the venerable Prophet, looking back, 
curfed them in the Name of the Lord ; fcarcely 
had he exprefled the Words, when die Curie 
alighted upon them ; two Bears rulhed furioufly 
out of an adjacent Foreft, and tore two and forty 
of them to pieces. Thus was God willing, the 
Curie fhould alight on the gibing Boys, as a Lef- 
fon to future Generations, to reipeCt God in the 
Perfon of his Miniftcrs and Servants. 

This Judgment, in putting a Period to their 
Lives, put an End to the growing Impiety ; and 
though the Punifhment proved hurtful to the Bo- 
dy, vet it proved ferviceable to the Soul, as St, 
Paul fays of the inceftuous Corinthian , whom he 
delivered over to Satan for the Deflruilion of thi 
Flejhy that his Spirit may he faved f. And fuch is 
the Church’s Motive for anathematizing or curling 
its difobedient and fcandalous Members. 

Almighty God grants Efficacy, from time to 
time, alfo to the Curies of the Poor, of Orphans 
and Widows, as a Defence or Protection againft 
the cruel and inhuman Oppreffions of the impe- 
rious Rich ; that they may dread opprelfing the 
latter, or defpifmg the former, on account of 

thfcir 

• 4 Kings ii. f i Cor. v. 5. 
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their Poverty : Provoke not , fays the Holy Ghoft, 

the Poor in his Want for the Prayer of him 

that curfeth thee , in the bittemefs of his fouf y Jhall 
be heard *. 

But, as the Curfe of a Parent to a Child, is 
frequently attended with the moft dreadful Con- 
fequences, the Danger and Enormity of fo great 
a Vice, too common to Parents upon every tri- 
fling Fault committed by their Children, ought 
to be more fully expofed, to deter Parents from 
committing fo unnatural a Crime. It is a Vice 
fo contrary to the Light of Reafon* that the very 
Gentiles themfelves held it in Abomination. Plato y 
in his Code of Laws, forbids Parents curfing their 
Children, upon any Account whatfoever ; be- 
caufe, their Imprecations are often attended with 
greater Evils, than the Parents themfelves would 
really wiih. 

Various Reafons might be affigned, why the 
Curfe of a Parent has, in general, fo terrible an 
EfFed on the Child ; becaufe, God means thereby 
to fupport the Dignity and Authority of a Parent, 
too often infringed upon and abufea, by diforder- 
ly and difobedient Children; to the End, that 
the Dread of the Parent’s Curfe, ihould reftrain 
the Child within the Bounds of his Duty ; for. 
Parents hold the Place of God. upon Earth, with 
regard to their Offspring, and ihould therefore 
be refpe&ed, honoured and obeyed. And, if in 
cafe of a wilful Difobedience in the Child, the 
injured Parent curfes him, God frequently ratifies 
the Imprecation, as a juft Puniihment due to the 
difobedient Child : for, as the Father's Blejfing y 
fays the Holy Ghoft, eftablijhes the Houfe of the 
Children , fo the Mothers Curfe rooteth up the foun- 
dation f. 

To 

* Eccl. iv. 2, 6 . + Eccl. iiL 11. 
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To difobey a parental Command, when it eft * 
forces what is lawful, is highly offenfr/e to Al- 
mighty God, as he declares in the following 
Words : * If a Man has a Jlubborn and unruly Son r 
who will not hear the Commands of his Father cr 
Mother , and being corrected, contemns to obey — * 
the People of the City Jhall Jlone him . 

If to difobey a Parent be fo heinous, how much 
more fo to wifa Evil or Death to them, who un- 
der God, have given them Life ! He that curfeth 
his Father , or Mother , dying let him die f. Can 
you read this Sentence pronounced againft you, O 
difobedient Children ! without trembling ? Or 
can you hefitate a Moment, to ufe every Effort to 
repair the Evil you have done ? Delay not to beg 
Pardon of Almighty God, whofe Commands you 
have trail fgrefTed., by difhonoui*ing your Parents,, 
from whom alfo, you fhould beg Forgivenefs ; 
and fhew, by an humble and filial Demeanour, 
the Sincerity of your Repentance and Refpe£h 
Remember, ’tis One of God’s Commands, ta 
honour your Father and Mother . Nay, Nature, * 
and your very Exiftence demand it from you : and 
for your greater Encouragement, your prompt 
Compliance will be attended with the moft fignal 
BielEngs, both here and hereafter, as Almighty 
God repeatedly promi fes. 

Another Reafon, why the Curfes of Parents 
pronounced againft their Children, are attended 
with the moft frightful Confequences, is, often in 
Punifhment of the Parent’s own Impiety, Rafh- 
nefs, and Impatience. Hence, as the antient 
Tertullian remarks, % God knowing full well the 

natural 

* Deut. xxi. i8, ai. f Levit. xx. 9. 

$ Con. Marc. 
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natural Propenfity of Parents to ftudy and labour 
for the Proiperity of their Offspring, are generally 
more affe&ed at any Difafter happening to their 
Children through their Faults, than if the Evil 
a&ually befel themfelves. And therefore, to re- 
ftrain Parents from offending God, they are 
threatened with having their Sins punifhed, in the* 
Perfons of their Children, to the Third and Fourth 
Generation 

This leads me, Chriftian Reader, to unfold 
briefly, a Difficulty, which may occur from the 
foregoing Do&rine, viz. How Children, who are 
Innocent, and by Reafon of their infant State, 
are incapable of giving Offence to God or Man, 
(hall be punifhed for the Crimes of their guilty 
Parents, as appears from the Scriptures, they 
are ? 

The knotty Difficulty has been abundantly 
cleared by the angelic Pen of the great St. TIjo- 
mas , who informs us, f That there are two Kinds 
pf Punifhments ; the one fpiritual , which regards 
the Soul ; the other corporeal , which regards the 
Body. Children are not punifhed with a fpiritual 
Punifhment, unlefs they have'been, in fome mea- 
fure. Accomplices ; which cannot be fuppofed 
the Cafe with Infants, who are incapable of 
actual Sin. And in this Senfe the Prophet fays, 
X The Son Jhall not bear the Iniquity of the Father • 
But as to corporeal Punifhment, Children are fre- 
quently punifhed by Almighty God for the 
Tranfgreffions of their Parents : Thus the fpu- 
rious Fruit of David 9 s Adultery, was not permit- 
ted to live, in Punifhment of the Murder and 
Adultery he committed. Nay, as a juft Judg- 
ment 

* Exrd. xx. f i. 2. q. 81. a. 2. 

$ Ezech. xviii. 20. 
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tnent on Parents, their Sins are punifhed to the 
third and fourth Generations , to infinuate, that 
finfal Parents, even, when bending towards their 
Mother, Earth, lha.ll become forrowful Spe&ators 
of their Crimes being punifhed in their Offspring, 
even at fo great a Diftance : and with Juftice ; 
for, as God is infinitely liberal in rewarding the 
Virtuous, he is alfo ftrift in perfecuting the 
Wicked. 

And, if he Threatens to punifh the Crimes of 
Parents to the Fourth Generation, he promifes to 
crown their good Deeds for a thouland Genera- 
tions : I am the Lord thy God, fays he, mighty , 
jealous , vijiting the Iniquity of the Fathers upon the 
Children , unto the Third and Fourth Generation of 
them that Hate me : And Jhewing Mercy unto Thou - 
fands , to them that Love me, and keep my Command- 
ments *. Admire, pious Reader, how much God’s 
Mercy and Goodnefs exceed the Severity of his 
Juftice ! 

Whilft Children fhould be extremely cautious, 
not to deferve the Parent’s Curfe ; Parents fhould 
be equally careful to refrain from curfing their 
Children. Yet do hot Fathers and Mothers often 
rafhly and unnaturally Curfe their Offspring, 
without perhaps waiting the Commiffion of a 
fecond Fault, and fometimes, at the moft trifling 
Provocation, they pray, that God may Jhorten their 
Days : that the Devil may break their Necks : that 
they may never profper , and fuch like impious and 
unnatural. Imprecations ! Whereas, were Parents 
to refleft on the difmal Confequences attending 
fuch Curfes, they would certainly refrain from 
them. Their Curfes may alight on their Chil- 
dren .in their Youth, Manhood, or Old Age : the 

Effects 

* Exod. xx 5. 6. 
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Effects of a Curfe arc not confined to Time or 
Place. 

Wherefore, let Parents beware of curling their 
Children, and bear patiently with their Faults : Cor- 
rect them with Prudence and Moderation ; beware 
of ftriking them, as fome Parents unguardedly do, 
with the nune Violence, as a Smith does his Anvil. 
Correction fhould be given with Moderation ; by 
good Inftru&ions endeavour to work a Reforma- 
tion, and enforce them by good Example. But 
above all, recommend them to God, who by his 
efficacious Grace, can effectually change their 
Hearts. In fhort, Blefs them , as St. Paul fays, 
and do not. Curfe, 

You plead, that as your Children are difobcdi- 
ent and wicked, you cannot avoid curling them. 
For that very Realon, you fhould not Curfe them : 
becaufe their Wickednefs difpofes them to receive 
the dire Effects of your Curie fooner j not unlike 
Tow, the drier it is, the fooner it catches the 
Flame. 

It is ftrictly forbidden then, to Curfe your 
Wife, Children or any of God’s Creatures, whe- 
ther animate or inanimate, that Evil fhould befal 
them. Nay it is not lawful to Curfe the worll of 
God’s Creatures, no not even the Devil himfelf : 
for while the Ungodly curfeth the Devil y he curfeth his 
own SouI* 9 which St. Thomas thus explains f : 

If a Sinner curfes the Devil on Account of his 
IVickednefsy by the fame Rule he judges the Devil, 
he condemns himfelf. If on the other Hand, we 
conlider the Devil, as to his Nature , it is not 
lawful to curfe him : becaufe he is an Angel, 
though by Rebellion, he is become an Angel of 
Darknefs; befides, that he is appointed, by Di- 
vine 

* Eccl. xxi, 30. f a. 2. q. 76. a. 1. ad 3. 
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vine Juftice, the Executioner of reprobate Souls. 
Judge you then, if it be unlawful to Curfe the 
Devi!, though God's great Enemy, and moft de- 
teftablc of his Creatures, how heinous it muff be 
to Curfe thofe Souls, which Jefus has redeemed at 
the Expence of his Blood : or thofe innocent Parts 
of Nature, your Lands, Cattle, Houfes, 
which God’s all-powerful Arm has formed for, 
and fubje&ed to the Ufe and Dominion of Man. 

In fine, reflect, Chriftian Reader, that when you 
call upon God to damn your Fellow Creature ; to 
ftrlke him dead , &c. You aflume the Character of 
a Judge, and appoint your God the Executioner ! 
for, a Judge does not put the Criminal to death ; 
the Judge pronounces Sentence (fuppofe in the 
Cafe of Murder) and the Tops-Man executes it. 
Hence, as often as you call upon God to inflict 
any Evil on his Creatures, you adt the Part of a 
Judge, and call upon your God to be the Execu- 
tioner, or “ Torturer,” as S .Augujlin* exprefles it. 
Is this not treating the fupreme Being with the 
higheft Indignity and Difrefpedt ! Is it not to dif- 
honour the Judge of the Living and the Dead, to 
a lhameful Degree ! Is it not to call upon the 
Lord to ferve you , even In your fins ? as he juftly 
complains by the Prophet Ifaiah . 

Let all thofe then, who have been unhappily 
addi&ed to this Crime, repent timely and finccrely 
for the grievous Offence offered to God’s infinite 
Majefty: let them endeavour to repair the Injuries 
done to God’s Creatures, by imploring his Blcf- 
fmg upon them : And for the Indignity offered to 
the Lord’s moft facred Name, never ceafe to praife 
it: Rcfolve to avoid, in Future, the deteftable 
Practice of Curling \ and ever remember, that 

a Curfe 

# Serni. 4. de S. Sieph. 
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* a Curft utter* d without Ctiufe JhaU com upon a Man t 

fays the Holy Ghoft *. If your Imprecations, 
through God's Goodnefs, do not alight on the. 
Perfon to whom you wilh the Evil, they will cer- 
tainly revert, and fall on the guilty Head of the 
uncharitable Curler. Let thole then, who curie 
others, tremble, at leaft, for themfelves, and be- 
ware in Time, left they be numbered among thole, 
of whom the Prophet complains, who palled by 
k without faying, the BleJJmg of the Lord be upon 

you : We have blejfed you in the Name of the. 
Lord 

How widely does this Mode of Salutation, re- 
commended by the Prophet, differ from that prac- 
tiled by Chriftians now-a-days : the one is Chrif- 
tian-like $. the other addrefles him with an Oath 
or Execration, under the fpecious Pretence of 
. Friendlhip and Efteem. When a Man meets his.. 

I Friend or Acquaintance, he immediately accolh 

him with that uncivil, as well as unchnftian Sa- 
lutation : By G — d y I am plad to fee you y as. if, , in 
Truth, you could poflibly rejoice to. fee your 
Acquaintance well, whilft you abufe die Name of 
God, who gave him Exiftence and preferves it. 
Another fays, God d — n you y how do you do? To 
call thus upon God to damn your Friend, ancL 
then alk him how he does, is abfurd and impious : 
as if vou could realbnably expert to find him well, 

1 whilft you wilh Hell to be his Abode ! A third 

fays, God d — n me y I am glad to fee you . A ftrange 
Compliment indeed, to Self, and Friend ! firft, 
to wilh Damnation to yourfelf, and then allure 
your Friend you are glad to fee him, as if you 
would wilh him to (hare of your Torments ! 

• Proverbs xxvi. 2 . *f- Pfahu cxxvlil. 8* 

, F Cuftonfcv 
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Cuftom may indeed have made fuch Modes of 
Addrefs fsrfhipnable, but not excufable. You fay, 
fuch Expreffions ftand meerly for Cyphers ; that 
they are intended only to exprefs your Friendlhip 
more warmly; but that in Fa&, you mean not 
to offend God, or that the leaft Evil (hould befal 
your Neighbour. Such Pleadings will not excufe 
you : for though the Perfon to whom you wifh 
the Evil, receives no Harm from your uncharita- 
ble Imprecations, not fo with 'you, who utters the 
Imprecation : becaufe, you inftantly become guilty 
in the Sight of God, by calling upon him to curie 
his Creatures, for which you muft be accountable 
before the Tribunal of his Juftice. 

Though fuch Expreffions may be looked upon 
by you, as harmlefs, as meer Cyphers , they are 
highly offenfive to Almighty God ; becaufe 
you take unwarrantable Freedoms with his Holy 
Name. Such daring irreverences offered to the 
Name of the moft High, muft not be looked upon 
as harmlefs. You lay, the Words were exprefied 
only in Jeft : but remember, that to jeft with the 
Name of God, is to fin in earnejl . 

CHAP. X. 



Of Blafphetny . 

T O blafpheme, is to fpeak Evil of God or his 
Saints, to treat him or them with Contume- 
ly or Reproach. It is a moft grievous Sin, con- 
trary to the Virtue of Religion, and the Praife due 
to God’s moft facred Name. 

Though the Sin of Blafphemy is generally 
committed by reproachful Expreffions againftGod, 
yet as God can be praifed by Thought, Word, or 

Deed, 



i 
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Deed, fays the angelic Do&or, fc he can be 
blafphemed by either. Blafphemy is of two Kinds : 
the firft is called heretical , when fome Error againft 
Faith is contained in the contumelious Language 
uttered againft God : as when you deny to God 
what really belongs to him, for inftance. Patience , 
Juftice , San3ity y Providence , Goodnefs , &c. Or 
when you attribute to God what does not apper- 
tain to him, for Example, Sin. Thus Heretics 
blafpheme, by making God the Author of Sin. 

How frequently do abandoned Gamefters blaf- 
pheme, when at an unlucky Caft of a Die, or the 
Turn of a Card,* they appear in Convulfions, and 
raife their Eyes to Heaven, in a reproachful Man- 
ner, as if to ftare the Almighty in the Face, and 
bring him in guilty of Intelligence with the Ad- 
verfary ! -But, if die Set or Game be loft, and his 
perfonal or perhaps real Eftate alfo, the Property 
of his riling Offspring, *tis then he fends up a 
Volley of Curfes to the Throne of God, and 
blafphemes the Name of the Lord without referve. 
Unhappy Creatures, who by Gaming, fool away 
their Money ; and byJJlafphemy, their Souls ! 

This heinous Vice of Blafphemy rages alfo, 
among the lower Clafs of People, who, diffatis- 
.fied with their Poverty, affirm, that Qq d has not 
done right, in giving too much Riches to fome, 
too littie to others. Thus prefuming to dilate tx> 
the Lord, when, how, and to whom he ihould 
difpenfe his Favours, and the Manner in which 
he ought to govern the Uni verfe : not unlike the 
proud Alphonfiis King of Arragon , who was accuf- 
tomed to fay, that had he been at the Creation of 
the World, he would have fuggefted to God .a 
. better Method to order and regulate the Affairs of 
the Uni verfe. 4 Dctcftable Prefumption! That 
F 2 proud. 
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proud, ignorant Man (hall pretend to didate to 
the infinite Wifdom of the King of Kings ! 

God is -alfo blafphemed when, through Flat- 
tery, we attribute to Creatures what belongs to 
God alone : for Inftance, to call them GWj, to 
fay they are divine , omnipotent , &c. “ for whatever 
“ is peculiar to God, (fays St. Thomas ) is God 
“ himfelf* ” 

He is alfo blafphemed, when you wifli there 
was no God ; when you fpeak of him or to him, 
with Contempt or Reproach, as the Jews did 
when they thus fpoke to the Son of God : f Vah! 
Thou that defray fl the Temple of God and in three 
Days rebuild 'eft it up again , Cave thyfelf if thou 
tanjl ! And faftly, God is blafphemed by fpeak- 
ing fcornfully and reproachfully of his Saints : 
for, as God is praifcd in his Saints, becaufe of the 
Works he wrought in them, fo he is blafphemed 
in fpeaking contumelioufly of themj, Hence, 
Eeclefiajlicus fays : %Let not the Name of God be 
ufual in thy Mouthy and meddle not with the Names 
of the Saints , for thou Jhalt not efcape free from 
them . 

There is another Kind of Blafphemy .called 
ftmple Blafphemy, becaufe it contains not any 
Error againft Faith, but only that Malice or Im- 
piety which is ever infeparable from an Abufe or 
Contempt of God : for Inftance, when in a con- 
temptible Manner, you name God's Blood , , his 
Wounds, his Deaths See. for, though Jfusj Son 
of the living God, retains both Body and Blood, 
which he mercifully aflumed for our Sakes, yet 
they are not to be fcornfully and difrefpedfiuly 
mentioned by the facrilegious Tongues of vile 

Sinners. 

* 2. 2. q. 13. a. i. ad 3. + Match, xxvii. 40. 

X $. Tho. 2. 2. q. 1 3, a. c . § Eccl. xxiii. 10. 
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Sinners. And certain it is, that ' if fuch Expref- 
fions, though proceeding from Anger or Paflion, 
are intended to contemn or reproach God, they are 
blafphemous. 

Nay, though the Anger which prompts you to 
the impious Expreflion, be not conceived againft 
God, but fome one of his Creatures, yet the 
opprobrious and fcornful Language favours tco 
ftrongly of Blafphemv, to be excufed from it * : 
For, where is the Chriftian (if not bereaved of 
every Senfe of Religion) who does not fhudder 
and feel his very Blood chilling in his Veins, 
when he hears the Saviour of the World, who by 
his Wounds and Death , brought an univerfal SaU 
vaticn to Mankind, treated with Reproach and 
Contempt. 

An explicit or exprefs Intention of reproaching 
and difhonouring God, is not required to confti- 
tute a blafphemous a£t ; a virtual and implicit In- 
tention is fufEcient, viz . when, by the Words, or 
Manner of pronouncing them, God, according 
to the general Notion of Mankind, is contemned 
and fcorned. 

. Blafphemv is a Sin of fo heinous and deteftable 
a Nature, that the very naming of it is fufficient 
to ftrike a Chriftian Soul with Horror. Arguments 
yrould feem unneceflary to difluade Chriftians from 
committing fo grievous an Offence, did we not 
fee it reigning among them, to the great Difgrace 
of Chriftianity. Blafphemy is the genu’ne OfF- 
fpring of a corrupt, malignant and malicious 
Heart : it ftrikes direCtly at God himfelf, and 
ftrives to’ rob him pf his divine Attributes and 
Perfections. Hence St. yerom y quoted by St. 

F 3 Tbo- 

• Billaart, Art de Blafphemia, 
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Thomas *, aflures us, 44 that there is nothing f# 
44 frightful as Blafphemy : every other Sin com- 
44 pared to it, is light.” Becaufe the Blafphemer 
dire&ly or indire&jy attacks God in his own Per- 
fon : Nor can the Malice of Man, great as it is, 
four higher. 

If you defire to know, who is the prefumptuous 
Wretch who dares to abufe the Sovereign Lord of 
Heaven and Earth? *Tis vile Man, Duft and 
Afhes, a defpicable Worm of the Earth, who has 
been diftinguifhed, through God’s Goodnefe, by 
the moft fignal Favours and Bleflings ! It is he 
that impioufly and ungratefully revolts and flies in 
the Face of God, his Creator, his Redeemer, his 
bountiful Benefa&or and future Judge I Well 
may our Blefled Redeemer reproach the impious 
Blafphemer, as he has already done the Jews ;* 
Many good Works birue 1 ftsewn to you, fays Jefus 
Chrifl y for which of thofi Works are sou for Jioning 
me\f For which of thofe unparalleled Favours, 
which I have fo plentifully beftowed on you, Oh 
ungrateful Man ! do you fling your Curfes at me ? 
Is this the return I deferve for creating you, and? 
redeeming you at the Expence of my Blood ! For 
making you my Brethren, and Heirs of my hea- 
venly Kingdom ! Oh vile Blafphemer ! what Ex- 
cufe (hall you be able to plead, when arraigned at 
the awful Tribunal of his Juftice ? Not any, except 
that already afligned by the incredulous fetus : that 
you believed fefrn Chrift to be Man only, and not 
God. A defperate Expedient ! 

You cannot plead the leaft Glimmerings of? 
Profit or Pleafure, which fometimes prompt to the 
CommifBon of other Sins, becaufe, you wantonly 

infult 



• a. a. q. 13. a. 3. f John x. 32. 
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■ 

inful t the Source of every folid Joy and Good. 
I fay wantonly, for, without the lean Appearance 
of Offence, you curfe or otherwife maltreat the 
beft of Benefa&ors, an all-gracious God, who, 
by Reafon of his infinite Goodriefs arid Clemency, 
• is incapable of doing any or the lcaft Injury to his 
Creatures ; on the contrary, is ever heaping Blef- 
fings upon them. To treat a God of fo much 
m Goodriefs with Scorn, Derifion or Contempt, is 

a Sin of the deepeft dye, and of fo heinous a 
Nature, as rather to require Tears to bewail and 
deplore it, than Words to exprefs it. 

I fhall however give one Inftance of the heinouf- 
nefs of this Crime, recorded in the 'Book of Le- 
viticus *, where we read : that a certain Man^ 
having had a Difpute with another, blafphemtd 
the Name of God ; upon which he was conduced 
to Mofes , who ordered him to Prifon, until the 
* Will of God ihould be known on die Occafion ; 

when the Sentence pronounced by Almighty Go4 
was, as follows : He that hlafphemeth the Name of 
the Lord y dying , let him die : all the Multitude Jhall 
Jlone him , whether he be a Native or a Stranger . 
Here is a terrible Sentence pronounced, by God 
hiriifelf, againft the vile Blafphemer ! The Judg- 
ment is alfolute, without Refcrve, without Ap- 
peal, There is no Diftin&ion of Perfons hinted 
( at : for Young or Old, Noble or Ignoble, 

Rich or Poor, Native or Stranger, that Blaf- 
pheme the Name of the Lord, muft, by the 
Divine Decree, fubmit to be ftoned to Death. 

4 If not only the Gentile , but the Jew was to be 
thus treated for blafpheming the Name of God, 
who received* only the Figures of what the Chrif- 
tian People now enjoy, what (hall we think of 
F 4 thofe 

• Lcvit. xxiv. 
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thofe who have been blefled with the Reality who 1 

have had the Son of the living God himielf, in 
Perfon, not only to promulgate the Law of Grace, 
but to fatisfy for our Sins, and effe&ually expiate 
them, by dying on the Wood of the Crofs; 
furely, it would not be in the leaft amazing, if 
the very Stones of the Street fhould become fen- 
fible, and rife of themfclves, to revenge the In- 
jury offered to their Creator, by crufhing their 
Bodies to Death, and their finful Souls into the * 

fathomlefs Pit of Hell ! We all know, the Veil 
of the Temple was rent aflunder, the Earth 
t| naked, the Rocks fplit, when the Redeemer of 
Mankind was mocked and crucified ; with much 
more Reafcn fhould all Nature confp’re againft 
Sinners, to reftnt the Injury we offer him, whom 
we all believe and confels to be our God ! 

It is to be obferved, that though God could 
have commanded, that the Blafphemer fhould die c 

by the Hands of a common Executioner, yet this 
will not fatisfv the injured Deity; for, he requires 
that the Multitude lhould unite in ftoning the 
Blafphemer to Death ; as if to infinuate, that 
every Hand fhould be employed in the Extirpation 
of luch blafphemous Wretches : and not only 
Citizens, but Strangers and Travellers that blas- 
phemed the Name of the Lord, by God’s exprefs 
Command, were to undergo the like Punifhment, f 

of being ftoned to Death. 

Were the atrocious Sin of Blafphemy to be ex- 
piated by fuch a temporal Punifhment, it might 
afford fome Comfort to the Sinner, but that is | 
not the Cafe ; for, the Man, fays the Lord, that 
carfetb his God, Jfhall bear his Sin *. O Lord J 
whither muft he bear it ? He mull carry it into 

the 
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11 the other World, unlefs cancelled by a fincere 

Repentance in this, where he muft ever wear the 
Brand of his facrilegious Impiety, in the dread-* 
ful Regions of the Damned; m an Abyfs of 
everlafting Horror and Torments. This is not a 
meer Surmife, it is warranted by God’s facred 
Word : * For fuch as hlefs him Jhall inherit the land\ 
hut fuch as curfe him, Jhall ter ijh. So fure as thofe 
who blefs and glorify the Name of the Lord, with 
■ Perfeverance, mall inherit eternally the Kingdom 

of God, with its unfpeakable Joys ; fo they who 
curfe or blafpheme him, fhall be doomed to never- 
ending Torments. 

Hell, however terrible it is, muft be their per- 
petual Abode, and their Language befpeaks it to 
be the only Place of their future Refidence* 
Blafphemy is the Language of the Damned ; and 
fo long as you imitate them, you proclaim your- 
I felf to be of their Number; as Job fays, Thou 

imitatejl the tongue of Blafphemers ; thy own mouth 
fhall condemn tJxe f. Your blafphemous Expref- 
fions will plainly difcover, that you no longer ap- 
pertain to God ; that you have forfeited the glori- 
ous Title of his being adopted Children* to become 
Slaves to the Devil, and Heirs of endlefs Mife- 
r y. Dreadful Change ! Words are infufficient 
to exprefs it. 

The monftrous Evils, arifing from the damna- 
ble Sin of Blafphemy, do not end here ; for the 
Sinner, by his Blafphemy, propagates the odious 
Vice, and fpre-Js a moft dangerous Contagion. 

Children and Servants often think thenfelves 
juftified in following the Example of the blafphe- 
mous Parent or Mafter ; and thus, by their Ex- 
ample, the heinous Vice gradually fpreads to the 
F 5 great 

l • Pfalm xxxvi. zz- t Job xv * 5> 6 . 
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great Diflionour of God's moft facred Name, and 
the eternal Ruin of their own, and the Souls of 
others. Ah ! Chriftian Reader, refled, what an 
heavy Charge (hall be brought againft the horrid 
Blafphemer, on the Day of Judgment ! 'tis alrea- 
dy drawn by the Apoftle St. Paul : * By you the 
Name of God is blafpbcmed. And not content 
with having blafphemed the Name of the Lord 
yourfelves, for which you muft render a moft ri- 
gorous Account ; but alfo, your being the Caufe 
of teaching it to others, will form a feparate 
Article in me Indictment, which fhall be brought 
againft you at his dreadful Tribunal, and will 
aggravate your Crimes beyond Meafure. 

There is no Punifhment can thoroughly equal 
this heinous Sin : nothing lels than the eternal and 
moft excruciating Pains of Hell, can appear 
adequate to the aeteftable Offence given to the 
Deity. Let Blafpbemy, then fays St. Paul, be 
taken away from yon, together with all Malice +. 
Let the deteftable Vice, in future, be banifhed 
your Hearts and Mouths : every Chriftian fhould 
exert himfelf to banifh the hateful Crime ; for as 
all are obliged to glorify the Name of the Lord* 
fo all fhould unite in the Deftrudion of the hide- 
ous Monfter, Blafphemy : The Prince, by his 
Edids; Prelates, by their Cenfures ; Preachers, 
by their Sermons; Confeflors, by their Inftruc- 
tions at the Tribunal of Confeffion ; Heads of 
Families, by their Example, their Rebukes or 
Chaftifements. 

In a Word, all who have Power or Influence, 
fhould heartily exert themfelves to exterminate 
the damnable Vice, which is fo highly ofFenfive 
to the Sovereign Lord of the Univerfe, and fo 

dir- 

* Rom. ii. 24. f Ephef iv. 31. 
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difgraceful to the Chriftian Name. Let Blafphemy 
then be taken away from you , with all Malice . Let 
the grievous Crime be never more admitted into 
your Hearts, Mouths or A&ions; and ever re- 
member the Words of Tobias , thus fpeaking to the 
Lord : * They JhaU be curfed that J hall defpife thee : 
and they JhaU be condemned that JhaU blafpheme thee . 
There is no Alternative left for the Blafphemer, 
but either eternal Damnation, or an unfeigned 
Repentance. As I fuppofe you cannot hefitate in- 
your Choice, defer not your Repentance a Mo- 
ment; in fuch important Matters, Delays are 
dangerous, and the Evils attending final Impeni- 
tence are irreparable. 

With Hearts then, overflowing with Sorrow,, 
proftrate yourfelves before the Throne of Mercy, 
and with Tears of Compun&ion labour to warn 
away the Stain of your facrilegious Impieties. 

* If tne Searcher of Hearts finds you truly and 

fincerely contrite, he will not defpife or reject 
you : his Clemency will move him to give Ear to 
your Supplications : his Grace will not be wanting 
to forward the glorious Converfion : and when in 
the Spirit of true Penitence you (hall repeatedly 
addrefs the Lord, in the following Words, you 
fhall afluredly obtain Forgivenefs and Mercy j 
Remember not (O Lord) our former Iniquities: 

K let thy Mercies fyeedily prevent us y for we are • 

become exceeding poor . Help us, (5 God, our 

Saviour , and for the Ghry of thy Name, O Lord 
deliver us, and forgive us our Sins for thy Name's 
Sake *f*. 

We have, O Lord, fpofcen the Language ot 
the damned : we have debafed our Nature : we 
have forfeited our Title to thy blefled Kingdom, 

by 

l • Chap. xii. 1.6. t Pfalm lxxviik 8, 9. 
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by our repeated Treafons : but above all, we have 
treated thee, our Creator, our Redeemer, and 
future Judge, with Reproach and Contempt ! So 
grievous then, are our Sins, that we fhould not 
prefume to approach the Throne of Mercy, did 
not thy Clemency moft preffingly invite us. As 
then, thy Mercies are above all thy Works, grant 
to us, O God, our Saviour, for the Glory of thy 
moft holy Name, Jefus y a fincere ana hearty 
Sorrow for our paft Offences : and in future, to 
hold the terrible Vice of Blafphemy in the utmoft 
Abhorrence and Deteftation : that we may repair 
the Evils we have unhappily leminated in others : 
and that the Remainder of our Lives may be 
focred to the Praifes of thy awful and moft mer- 
ciful Name . 

The Sodality and Rofary of the Name of Jefus y 
cannot be too often recommended, which are fo 
powerfully conducive to effe& the delired Refor- 
mation ; they will prove efficacious to draw down 
the Mercy of God upon you ; they will ferve to 
reform and bridle that dangerous Member, the 
Tongue; and caufe it to become the Inftrument 
of Praife and Thankfgiving to God’s adorable 
Name, which before proved the fatal Caufe of a 
Profanation of it : The Tongue (of a profane 
Swearer, Curfer or Blafphemer) is a Fire , a 
World of Iniquity . The Tongue is placed among our 
Members i which defiletb the whole Body , and in - 
Jlameth the Courfe of our Lives , being fet on Fire by 
Hell *. Endeavour then to purify and fandlify it, 
by a devout and conftant Recital of the Rofary , 
facred to the Praifes of God’s moft gracious 
Name. 

CHAP. 



* St. James iii. 6. 



Digitized by 



Google 




( ioS ) 
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CHAP. XL 

How heinous to Blafpheme , Curfe, or profanely 
Swear . 

T HE Cuftom of Swearing, fays St. Chryfif- 
tom , quoted in the Catechifm of the Coun- 
cil of Trent *, took its Rife, 44 not at the Be- 
8 44 ginning of the World, but when it began to 

44 grow old, and when Wickednefs had far and 
44 wide fpread itfelf over the whole Earth ; and 
44 when nothing contained itfelf in its own Place 
44 and Order, but all Things being jumbled 
44 together and troubled, were tumbled upilde 
44 down, and brought into utter Confufion ; then, 
44 at laft, after a long Time, that Cuftom of 
44 Swearing broke in upon Men : for, when 
l 44 Men’s Perfidioufnefs and Wickednefs were 

44 grown to that Pafs, that they could not eafily 
44 be brought to believe one another, then did 
44 they call God as a Witnefs.” 

Hence, St. Auguflin has exprefled his Senti- 
ments on Swearing, in a clear and concife 
Manner, when fpealcing of the Decollation of 
St. John y the Baptift, he tells us, 44 That a falfe 
44 Oath is damnable, a true Oath is dangerous, 

( 44 nor is any Oath thoroughly fafe.” A true Oath 

is dangerous , becaufe a Frequency of Swearing 
becomes too often the Effect of it, in which there 
are many Dangers . Nor is any Oath thoroughly 
fafe, becaufe Men are frequently induced to fwear 
through Envy, Prejudice, Malice, or fome other 
diforderly Paflion, which prompts them to fwear, 
at leaft rajhly , which is criminal. But to fwear 

M‘b, 

[ * Par. 3 in a. Decalogi Precept. 
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falfely , which is, to call upon God to witnefs a 
Falfhood, is evidently damnable; becaufe it 
places the Soul on the very Brink of Perdition. 

The Enormity of a Sin is known from the 
Greatnefs of the Command that forbids it. 

Hence, the Sin of ( Infidelity is accounted the 
greateft of all Sins, becaufe forbidden by the firfr 
Commandment. The Sin of Perjury approaches 
next to that of Infidelity, and is therefore ftri&ly 
forbidden by the fitcond : whereby we are com- 1 

manded, not even to take the Name of the Lord 
our God in vain , much lefs to call him down 
from Heaven to witnefs a Falfhood. 

The Heinoufnefs of Peijury arifes principally 
from hence, that it ftrikcs immediately at the 
Honour due to God’s moft adorable Name, which 
muft render it more grievous, in his Sight, than 
that of Murder ; becaufe Murder is a §in com- 
mitted immediately againft our Fellow Creature, 
and mediately againft God, who thus fpeaks in the 
fifth Commandment: Thou Jhalt not kill. Whereas, 
the Sin of Perjury, ftrikes immediately and di- 
re<ftly at God himfelf, and confequcntly more 
finful and odious. Yet fome People imagine 
Murder to be more heinous in the Sight of God 
than Perjury ; becaufe the former is punifhed by 
the Civil Law, with greater Rigour than the 
latter. But though Murder is punifhed with c 

greater Severity than Peijury, it follows not from 
thence, that Murder is more hateful in the Sight 
of God ; becaufe the Civil Power has juft Reafons 
to apprehend, that if Murder was not punifhed 
capitally, in the moft exemplary Manner, it 
would be more frequently committed, .by reafon 
of thofe predominant Paftions of Malice, Envy, 

Revenge, and a thoufand other Caufes, which 

ufually * 
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ufually prompt bad Men to commit the horrid 
Crime, perhaps on very trifling Occafions. 

It was therefore neceflary to reftrain and deter 
them from committing the atrocious Crime, by 
a Dread of qapital Punifliments. Whereas, on 
the other hand, it could fcarcely be fuppofed (did 
not Experience evince the contrary) that Men 
could be fo vile and prefumptuous as to profane 
the Name of the Lord their God ; or that they 
could be fo abandoned and perfidious as to call him 
from Heaven, who is Truth itfelf, to witneft 
their Lies ! 

Men frequently, through a Want of Charity, 
offend and abufe each other, perhaps fometimes 
not without Provocation: but, that Man (hall 
become fo fhamefully profligate, as to abufe his 
God, his Creator, his Saviour, his kind Bene- 
faftor and future Judge, without the leaft Glim- 
merings of Provocation, would appear almoft 
incredible, did not the falfe Oaths, dreadful 
Imprecations, and (hocking Blafphemies, prove 
the Exiftence of the deteftable Impiety ! 

The Sin of Perjury is held in the utmoft De- 
teftation, and is rigoroufly punifhed bv almoft 
every Nation of the Earth. It was held in fuch 
' an aDominable Light by the ancient Romans , that 
they punifhed it, by throwing the Offender head- 
long from the Tarpeian Precipice. This Penalty 
they afterwards altered*, upon a Suppofition, that 
the Gods would vindicate their own Honour, by 
fome remarkable Judgment on the Offender. 
The Greeks fet a Mark of Infamy upon them ; 
and after the Empire became Chriman, if any one 
fwore falfely upon the Gofpels, he was to have 
his Tongue cut out. The Jews punifhed this 
Crime, and that of Blafphemy, in the moft ex- 
emplary 
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emplary Manner, as has been already mentioned. 
Nay, even among the Turks , a Perlon convi&ed 
of Perjury, is led through the City, in his Shirt, 
riding on an Afs, with his Face to the Tail, 
which they hold in their Hands, having their 
Faces dauDed, and on their Shoulders a Parcel 
of Guts and other Garbage, they are burned on 
the Ch:tk and Forehead, and for ever made 
incapable of being Witnefles in any Caufe what- 
ever. 

Laws are enabled againft Peijury in all Chriftian 
Countries : ILre *, if any one fliall profanely 
fwear or curfe, he may be fined one Shilling. 
If the Offender be above fixteen Years old, he is 
liable to be fined one Shilling, and to be con- 
fined in the Stocks for three whole Hours ; if 
under that Age, he is to be whipped by the 
Parent, or Conftable, in the Parent’s Prefence. 
If an Offender be proved guilty of corrupt and 
wilful Perjury , or is proved the Caufe of another’s 
committing it, he is liable to forfeit forty Pounds : 
if not able to pay, to fuffer fix Months ImpriforL- 
ment, without Bail ; to (land in the Pillory one 
Hour where the. Offence was committed : and to 
be for ever after difabled to give Teftimony in any 
Court of Record. The Judge may alfo fend 
them to the IJoufe of Correction, or tranfport 
them \ their Ears may be nailed, &c. Wilt thou 
then , (O profane Swearer) not be in Apprehenfion of 
Power ? — If thou doji Evil , be afraid , for he 
beareth not the Sivord in vain f. 

The Sin of Perjury is, and always was held by 
the Catholic Church as a damnable Sin. In tha 
primitive Ages of Chriftianity, if any Chriftian 
* unhappily 

* Lee’s S fc a<u?e Law cf. Ireland, Page 312. 

f Rom. xiii 3, 4.. 
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unhappily committed the Sin of Perjury, or in- 
duced others to commit it, it was enaCfed by the 
facred Canons , that the Offender ftiould faff forty 
Days on Bread and Water, and do Penance for 
feven Tears *. 

It is true, our tenderMother the Church, from 
the Circumftances of Times and Perfons, has 
been obliged to mitigate the Rigour of her Difci- 
pline, and change thefe fevere Penances into 
others much lefs fevere. She however effe&ually 
fupplies any Deficiency, by the Interpofition of 
Indulgences, or in other Words* fhe applies the 
Treafures of the Church, that is* the fuperabun- 
dant Satisfactions and Merits of Chrift and his 
Saints, as a Satisfaction for the temporal Punifh- 
ment due to our Crimes. Yet the Mercy of God, 
thus difpenfed to us by his Church, is alfo abufed 
by profane and perjured Swearers, who, in (tend 
of availing themfelves of this ACt of Clemency, 
make no other Return, than to fliamefully perfe- 
vere in their Sins 5 nay, and fometimes make a 
Prof effort of fwearing any Falfhood they are 
required, provided they are bribed with the Price 
of their Iniquity. Determined Impiety ! Shock- 
ing Preemption ! 

Let fuch perjured Profligates refleCt, if they 
have any Thoughts at all about Salvation, that 
though the Throne of Mercy is now acceflible, 
it may To-morrow be barred againft them for 
ever. Every Delay to amend their Lives increafes 
their Danger, and he who loves Danger Jhall perijh 
in it, fays the Holy Ghoft +. 

They fometimes lay great Strefs on the Prayers 
of others $ that though they do not themfelves 
deferve Forgivenefs, yet hope, through the Medi- 
ation 

* Wiganf, de Jnduig. + Ecclef. iii 27 
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ationof the Saints or pious Chriftians, to obtain 
It. St. Gregory relates a memorable Fa& relative 
to this vain Confidence : 44 That in his Time, 

44 the Sick reforted to the Tombs of the Martyrs, 

44 and were cured : Demoniacs alfg reforted 
44 thither, and the evil Spirit was mftantly put to 
44 Flight. But, when the perjured Swearer ap- 
44 proached, inflead of being relieved, he was 
44 forely tormented bv the Devil By this 
Narrative, the holy Do&or infinuates, that the 
faithful, in his Days, vifited tfte Tombs of the 
Martyrs, they venerated their Relics, as having 
been once the living Temples of the Holy G.hoft, 
and requefted their Interceflion, whereby they 
happily obtained the defired Relief, and were 
freed from their refpe£tive Complaints. 

Not any were precluded the general Relief but 
perjured Swearers, Curfers, and Blafphemers : 
for no fooner they approached the facred Shrines, c 
than their Pains were redoubled, or to fpeak the 
Language of the Saint, 44 they were forely tor- 
44 mented by the Devil As if to infinuate that 
the Martyrs would not intercede for fuch vile 
Offenders, fuch declared Enemies of the moil 
High, as dared, by their deteftable Impieties, to 
in ful t the King of Heaven, to whom they are 
indebted for every Blefling, whether temporal or 
fpiritual ; nay, tor their very Exiftence and t 
Prefervation. 

And truly, it is no Wonder, that the Martyrs, 
and every other Inhabitant of the blefied Regions, 
fhould jointly, as Friends zealous for God’s 
Honour, refufe to plead for fuch Mifcreants, and 
leave them to be eternal Obje&s of his Wrath, 
and Victims of his Juftice ! 

In 

• Homil. 32. in Evang. « 
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In fhort, the Lord holds the Sin of profane 
Swearing and Peijury in fuch Abomination, as to 
allure us, that * the Speech that fweareth much y 
Jhall make the Hair ofjhe Head Jland upright , and 
its Irreverence Jhall make one flop his Ears . He 
alfo fays, thou Jhalt not forjwear thyfelf but Jhall 
keep thy Oaths to the Lord f. Oh Swearers, can 
the Almighty ufe Words more forcible or expref- 
five of the Enormity of this Crime f 

It is not lefs criminal to call upon God’s all-* 
faving Name to curfe yourfelves, your Fellow ♦ 
Creature, or any of God’s Creatures \ for, it is 
contrary to Charity, which obliges us to wilh 
good to ourfelves and Fellow Creatures: it is 
contrary to all that the Scripture preferibes, of 
forgiving Injuries , doing good for Evil , praying for 
our Persecutors , &c. It is contrary to that Bro- 
therly Love fo ftrongly recommended and enforced 
by jefus GbriJl \ it 19 in the Face of God's 
Goodncfs, and endeavouring to undermine the, 
great Work of our Redemption \ it is labouring 
to render his cruel Sufferings and ignominious < 
Death fruitlefs and ineffe&ual ! What can be 
more injurious to the Redeemer of the World, 
than that Man {hall prefume to curfe and damn 
thofe Souls, for whole Salvation, the Son of the 
living God, J.efus Cbrijly laid down his precious 
Life! 

This uncharitable Vice of Curling, is fcarcely 
to be exceeded except by the (hocking Sin of 
Blafphemy, whereby God is immediately attacked 
m his proper Perfon. How dreadful to hear Men, 
vile Worms of the Earth, abufing the God of 
Heaven ! To fee them attempting to rob him of 
his Glory ! To hear them crucifying the Son of 

God 

• Eccl xxvii i$. + Matth. v, 35. 
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God again, and tearing his (acred Body to Pieces, 
by their blafphemous Expreffions ; and thofe vo- 
mited forth by the very Wretches, whom Jefut 
has mercifully redeemed, by dying himfelf ! 

Such vile Offenders, fuch hateful Monfters, 
are more culpable than the very Jews, who nailed 
Jefus Chrift to the Crofs : for they knew not what 
they did : But you. Oh blafphemous Sinner ! not 
only attempt to crucify fefus, but alfo attempt to 
diffeft him, whom you believe and confefs to be 
your God , by fuch abominable Oaths, Impreca- 
tions, and Blafphemies, as would foul entire 
Pages to recite ! 

Nay, your Guilt exceeds that of the damned, 
and reaches bevond Hell itfelf : for if the damned 
blafpheme the Name of the Lord, it is while God 
exercifes the Severity of his Juftice over them, as 
the beloved Evangelift declares in his Book of 
Revelations , * And they blafphemed the God of 
Heaven , fays St. John, becaufe of their Pains and 
Wbunds . But, that you. Oh Sinners, (hall, 
without, the leaft Provocation, wantonly blafpheme 
the Name of the Lord ; nay, whilft you are re- 
ceiving the ftnongeft Proofs of his Love, is a Sin 
of the deepeft Die, and not to be paralleled ! 
It calk loudly to Heaven for the moft dreadful 
Puni(hments, that the avenging Juftice of an 
all-powerful God can infli&. 

To Forfwear, Curfe or Blafpheme are, no 
Doubt, extremely (inful : but that Men (hall 
profefledly (wear, curfe or blafpheme meerly for 
the Sake of propagating thofe Vices, is an unpa- 
ralleled Piece of Prefumpticn. Yet fo it is, that a 

Club 



* Chap. xvi. 1 1. 
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Club or Society has been lately formed * for the 
more effe&ual Propagation of thofe hellifli Vices. 
The Hell-fire Club has been lately revived under 
the Title of Holy Fathers , who, it is faid, are 
guilty of fuch horrid Impieties, Execrations, and 
Slafphcmies, as muft make any one’s Ears, who 
profefles Chriftianity, to tingle: Or to ufe the 
Scripture Phrafe, it muft make the Hair of the 
Head to J land upright , to hear the Deity attacked 
and infulted by fuch vile Oaths, Imprecations and 
Blafphemies, as would foul, if pofliblc, even Hell 
itfelf ! * 

Who can be filent, whilft the Honour of God, 
the Welfare of Chriftianity, and the Salvation of 
Souk, become fo fenfibly attacked by feme giddy, 
profligate Youths, who lo freely prefume to inful t 
and reproach a God, who mercifully died upon* a 
Crofs to give them Life?* What can be more im- 
pious or abfurd, than to abufe their Creator, their 
Redeemer, and future Judge by their (hocking 
Oaths, Imprecations or Blafphemies ! The Con- 
duct of Sinners, with Regard to thefe Vices, feems 
wholly unaccountable : we can, indeed, in fome 
Meafure account for Covetoufnefs ; we may guefs 
the Caufes of Luft : we may aflign the Incentives 
that urge to Revenge; ana unfold the Motives 
that impel to Ambition, dsV. but that Men (hall 
delight in fo great Profanation' of God’s moft 
adorable Name, whereby the higheft Indignity is 
offered to God, and neither real Profit or rleafure 
can poffibly accrue to themfelvee, is more than 
amazing ! 

It 

• In the Year 1770 in the Centre of the Kingdom, 
not far from the Shannon ; as if to fpread its baneful 
Influence more rapidly to every Part of the Nation. 
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It is perhaps, becaufe they think, that Oaths, 
Imprecations or Blafphemies may fet off their 
Paffion better, and make it more terrible and im- 
preilive ? Or, that they fancy their Words and 
Sentences have not their due Cadence, without 
them : or, that thev believe their Mirth and Jol- 
lity cannot be modim enough, unlefs accompanied 
with fome Oath, Execration or Blafphemy : or 
in fine, whether it be to fupply a Deficiency of 
Difcourfe, or to render it more grateful to their 
Hearers, I (hall not pretend to determine : but 
certain it is, that let their Inducements or Motives 
to commit thefe Sins, be as they may, they are 
moil heinous in the Sight of God : ana the formal 
Inftitution or Formation of a Club for the Propa- 
gation of thefe damnable Vices, at once proves it 
to be the genuine Offspring of an anti-chriftian, 
abandoned, and corrupt Heart. 

I conjure fuch though tlefs Chriftians, to take a e 
View of the Precipice of Eternity, of the dread- 
ful Abyfs, on whole brink they are madly fpordng; 
and to recoiled:, that there is an /&//, wherein the 
Worm never dieth, nor are its Flames ever quench- 
ed : that this Hell is too open already for Sinners j I 
they need not wantonly pray to be admitted. 

I know thefe Geniufes have ftruck out an ex-, 
peditious Method to rid themfelves at once of all 
Fears and Apprehenfions, viz . to deny perempto- | 
rily M that there is an Hell*” — /Though there 
fhould be no Hell, where is the Harm of declining 
thofe Vices ? What Advantages can refult from 
them ? But fuppofe there fhould be an Hell, for the 
Punifhment of the Enemies of God, as the facred 
Scriptures loudly proclaim ; nay, the very Laws 
of Juftice and Keafbn require a Punifhment ade- 
quate or proportioned to the Crime, as the greateft 

and | 
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and wifeft Men have believed, and die moft ratio- , 
nal and enlightened Minds, even of the prefent 
Age, do believe : What will become of thole 
tSoods who curfe, fwear, blafpheme, (not to . 
mention other Crimes) and mould Religion, if 
any they liave, according to their Caprice, not- 
withstanding the conftant Stings and Rebukes of 
that iilent Monitor, Conference, which they en- 
deavour "to ftifle and fupprefs ? Let them beware 
timely of that terrible Sentence, which, if they 
perfevere in their Sins, will moft certainly be pro- 
nounced againft them : Depart from me ye curfed 
into everlqfting Fire , which was prepared for the 
Devil and his Angels *. 

An higher Affront furely could not be invented, 
than Blalphemv, to provoke an infinite Power to 
with-hold all Mercy and Forgivenefs from thole, 
who are conftantly defying and provoking its Juf- 
tice. The Royal Prophet has beautifullyexprefled 
his Surprife at the Sinner’s audacious Temerity, 
and God’s amazing Patience, in the following 
Words f : How long , O God 9 Jhall the Enemy re- 
proach ? Is the Adversary to provoke thy Name for 
ever f .... The Enemy hath reproached the Lord \ and 
a foolijb People hath provoked thy Name . > 

What Punifhment then, ftiall be inflidted on 
thole, who profane the Name of the Lord ? The 
Lord allures us, that He Jhall not be unpunijhed that * 
taietb his Name upon a vain Thing J. To thole 
who fwear falfely he fpeaks, when he lays §, 
a Malediction Jhall come to the Houfe of Him that 
Jwearetk falfely by my Name : and Jhall dwell in the 
Mtdfi of it, until it Jhall confume it, and its very 
Foundations . To thofe who call on his Name to 

curfe 

• Matth. xxv. 41. + Pfal. Ixxiii. 10, 18. 

X Dent, v. it. $ Zacb, v. 4. ' 
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curie hi* Creatures*, he fays ; Railers , .... ./ball not 
pojfefs the Kingdom of God*. And of the Blaf^ 
phemer, Tobias fpeaks thus to' the Lord : f They 
Jhall be curfed that J hall deftife Thee: and they Jhall 
be condemned that Jhall blafpheme Thee . 

If the Terrors of the next World are not fuf- 
ficient to bring profane Swearers, Curfers, or 
Blafphemers to Refle&ion and a Senfe of their 
Duty, let them confider for a Moment, how odi- 
ous and contemptible they are in the Eyes of all 
rational People : and, wnat may probably have 
more Weight with them, that in the End they will 
be caft offby all truly polite Company. Bad as the 
World is, with regard to Diffipation and Vice*, 
if is to be hoped, very few, in Future, will be 
found filly enough to inlift under the Devil’s 
Banner, through the Perfuafions of fuch recruitings 
Officers, fuch holy Fathers , as they ironically, ftile 
themfelves. 

Let fuch Perfons, then, as have happily elcapecfc 
the diabolical Snare, hold fuch anti-chriftian Af- 
femblies in the utmoft Abhorrence : and* let all 
thofe who have been miferably feduced into the 
vile Aflociation, abjure it timely, and proftrate 
themfelves before the Throne of Mercy, which is* 
yet acceffible to them, though the moft profligate 
and ungrateful of God’s Creatures : let thenv.renedb 
on the unwarrantable Freedoms they have taken, 
with the moft holy Name of God : let themcon— 
fider ferioufly, that it is not a Creature they ahuie 
by their Blasphemies, but it is their Creator,, them 
Redeemer and future Judge they infult*. whofe. 
infinite Power enables him, and whofe avenging 
Juftice i equities him, to vindicate the Honour of" 
his injured Name. 

God 

• i Cor. ri. io. -J* Tob. xiiL 16. 
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God now mercifully forbears with Sinners, moft 
patiently waiting their. Amendment : nor truly, 
can there be a ftronger Proof of his wonderful 
Patience given, than that he fhall wait the Sinner** 
Converfion, and readily crown his unfeigned Re- 
pentance with Mercy and Pardon, though guilty 
of High Treafon againft his Sovereign Majefty. 
Beware then Sinners, of abuling any longer the 
Goodnefs and Mercies of your God, left you 
provoke him to cut you off fuddenly in your Sins, 
and leave you to bewail your unhappy Fate, du- 
ring a tedious Eternity ; amidft unquenchable 
Flames, without the leaft Hopes of a Mitigation 
of your Torments, for ever deprived of the Sight 
ana Enjoyment of God, his blefled Angels and 
Saints, in the Regions of Blils and Glory. 

Roufe then, O profane Curlers, Swearers and 
Blafphemers from your fatal Lethargy ! Do not 
permit yourfelves to be lulled into fo dangerous an 
Infenfibility : Hearken no longer to the Sugges- 
tions of tne evil Serpent : Repent timely, left 
God’s avenging Juftice lays hold on you : The 
Multitude of his tender Mercies now prefiingly 
call and invite you to Repentance, promifingthe 
Remillion of your Sins here, and everlafting Joy's 
hereafter. Who can be fo great an Enemy to 
himfelf, fo enamoured with Torments or fo averfe to 
Happinefs, as to hefitate a Moment at the Choice? 
Or, who can be hardy enough to defer his Con- 
verfion for a Moment, when he refle&s on the 
dreadful Punilhments that have befallen Blaf- 
phemers ? 

Every one that blafphemed the Name of the 
Lord, was, by his exprefs Command, to bt jlmtd*. 
In Punifhment of the Sin of Blafphemy, an An- 
G gel 

* Levit. xxiv. „ . 
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Angel of the Lord, in one Night, flew in the Camp 
of the AJJyrians an Hundred and Eighty Five Thou - 
J'and*. And Holof ernes , for his Blafphemy, re- 
cited in Judith f, though General of a great 
Army, was beheaded by a Woman, in the midft 
of his Guards f. Who is it then, that can be 
obdurate enough not to tremble at the fhocking 
Sin ; or fo totally abandoned as to defy, by it, the 
avenging Juftice of God’s all-powerful Arm. 
Let then, the Blafphemer, Curfer, and profane 
Swearer frequently and fervently addrefs the Lord, 
in the following Words : Set a Watch , O Lord , 
before my Mouth : and a Door round about my Lips 
to protect me from the dangerous Vices, fo hateful to 
Thee, and fatal to Man. 



CHAP. XII. 

c< 

Apologies , to excufe or extenuate the Crimes of Blaf- 
phemy y Curfmgi or profane Swearings frivo- 
lous . 

A S the Apologies or Excufes which Sinners 
generally make, to exculpate themfelves 
from the Guilt of Blafphemy, Curling, or pro- 
fane Swearing, have been already briefly fpoken 
of, when treating of thofe Vices in their refpec- § 

tive Chapters, we ihall, therefore, be the more 
concife in this. 

All the Apologies made by Curfers, Swearers 
and Blafphemers will appear frivolous and trifling, 
when they reflect, that had they the Love and Fear 
of God in their Hearts (which they ought to have) 

they 

* 4 Kings xix. 35. f Judith vi.—xiii. 

% Pfal. cxl 3, a 
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they would not, by any Means, take fuch unwar*; 
rantable Freedoms with the Name of the moft 
High ; for, a Reftraint proceeding from a real 
Love or Fear of the Lord, would in Time, ef- 
fectually curb the horrid Vices, and at Length 
remove them. But the Cafe is quite different : 
for Men, in general, have not really the Love and 
Fear of God in their Hearts : they know, he does 
not now govern his People, as he formerly did the 
j€ws y by the Law of Fear y but by the Law of 
Love\ by giving the ftrong'eft Proofs of his un- 
fpeakable Clemency, to engage, us chearfully to 
adore and fan&ify nis holy Name. They are not 
however, to think, that the all-powerful Arm of 
the Lord is difabled from infli&ing the moft dread- 
ful Punifhments on fuch, in the other Life, as 
have refufed his Love and Kindnefs in this. Nay, 
he has often puniihed, in the moft exemplary 
Manner, thofe obdurate Sinners, even in this 
Life, who prefumed to abufe his wonderful Pati- 
ence : the many frightful Examples he has made, 
clearly evince it, as we have fhewn in the fore- 
going Chapters. 

It appears however, from the Frequency of 
Swearing, &c+ which now fo univerfally prevails, 
that neither Favours nor Menaces are fufHcient to 
curb the profane Wretch, or keep him within the 
Bounds of his Duty: for, not to dwell on that 
(hameful NegleCi of loving God, and thanking 
him for his innumerable Favours, which is plainly 
to be difcovered in the Swearer or Blafphemer ; it 
appears manifeftly, he has not the leaft Appre- 
henfion or Dread of God’s juft Judgments falling 
on his guilty Head. 

The Want of this holy Fear is. the principal 
Source, from whence the hateful and abominable 
G 2 Cuftom 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 




( *a° ) 



Cuftom of profane Swearing &Blafpheming fpringa; 
for we lee, that when a temporal Prince enads a 
Law, his Subject*, either through Love or Fear, 
pay Obedience to it: Yet, when the King of 
Kings folemnly forbids the Profanation of his 
facred Name, dv the jecond Commandment, nei- 
ther Love nor Fear can reftrain the abandoned 
Swearer. If a Multiplicity of unfpeakable Fa- 
vours are infufficient to engage the Sinner to re- 
vere the moft holy Name of God ; at lead let him 
dread a God, who both Power to caji into Hell, 
Too I fay to voutjear Him*. 

When the Curler, Swearer or Blafphemer is 
rebuked for taking fuch Freedoms with the moft 
holy Name of God, he readily pleads an Excufe 
for the atrocious Crime, alledging, that he has 
often endeavoured to wean himfelf from the exe- 
crable Vices, but to no Purpofe ; the Habit or 
Cuftom he has contracted, being of fo long a Du- 
ration, that it cannot be overcome. 

This is a trilling Excufe : for though fome 
Difficulty will attend the Removal of any habitual 
Vice, yet, as God’s Grace is ever reaay to affift, 
and forward your Amendment, provided you ufe 
your Endeavours, of courfe, thole Difficulties 
muft fpeedily fubfide, and the dangerous Cuftom 
gradually decline. To plead Cuftom, as an Apo- 
logy for Swearing, t2fr. is as impious, as it would 
be ridiculous for a Robber, arraigned at the Bar, 
to [dead, that being fo long accuftomed to pilfer 
and rob, he could not refrain from it : his plead- 
ing Cuftom, as an Excufe, would aggravate his 
Crime in the Eyes of both Judge and Jury : And 
inftead of obtaining Pardon by this Plea, or a 
Mitigation of his Sentence, it would rather prove 

a Means 



• Luke xii. 5. 
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a Means ofincreafing his Torments, and batten- 
ing his Execution. 

A true Fear of incurring the Indignation of the 
moft High, would undoubtedly remove the hateful 
Cuftom : 44 For there is no Cuftom whatever, 
44 (fays S. Chryfoftom) which will not yield to fear 
44 truly fuch *. For Inftance, you are accuftomed 
daily to take Air and Exercife, to Eat and Drink 
plentifully: yet, if an eminent Phylician tells 
you, you are feverifh, you will readily break 
through thefe Cuftoms ; you will abftain from 
•Food and fubmit to Confinement. From whence 
proceeds this ready Compliance? but from a 
Dread of increafing your Diforder and endanger- 
ing your Life ! If tne Sinner had a like Fear of 
endangering or loling his Soul, he would readily 
break through the damnable Habit of Curfing, 
Swearing and Blafpheming. 44 You fee, then 
44 (fays the holy Do&or) that where there is a real 
44 Fear, it will eaftly curb, and at length remove 
44 any Cuftom, though ever fo inveterate.” 

And truly, do we not daily fee Children and 
Servants, who, though addicted to Swearing, fcfr. 
vet, when in the Prefence of their Parents or 
Mafters, can readily refrain from it ? Nay, if the 
moft abandoned Swearer, Blafphemer, or Curfer, 
appears in a Court of Juftice to give Teftimony, 
though his Depofitions (hall continue perhaps for 
Hours, he will not be heard to utter an Oath or 
Imprecation? bccaufe, he is over-awed by the 
Prefence of the Judge, and dreads incurring the 
Cenfure of the Court. 

How frivolous then, the Excufes affigned by 
profane Swearers, {ffr. that they cannot break 
through the abominable Cuftom ? They cannot 
G 3 only, 

* Homii. 14. ad Popul. 
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onlv, beeaufe they will not : For, do not num- 
beriefs Examples prove, that they can readily re- 
frain from the odious Vices, when in the Prelence 
of thofe inverted with Power to rebuke or punifh 
them. Truly, becaufe the Lord is not viftbly pre- 
fisnt, they dread not his Juftice, but profane his 
adorable Name without referve. But, . O vile 
Curfers, Swearers, and Blafphemers know, that 
even the leaft Irreverence offered to his molt facred 
Name rtiall not efcape his watchful Ear, nor the 
avenging Juftice of his all-powerful Arm ! 

It is not however to be denied, that if a Sinner, 
who had been accuftomed to Swear, Curfe, or 
Blafpheme, fincerely repents, and ufes every proper 
Method to overcome it, but, that in fome Cafes, 
Paftion may fo blind him, or the Efie&s of a bad 
Habit may fo far get the better of him, that he 
may chance to fwear an Oath, Curfe, ike. with- 
out committing a mortal Sin, as an in voluntary 
and indeliberate Ad, agreeable to what Ecclejiajn- 
eus fays*, There is one that Jlippeth with the Tongue, 
but not from his Heart . But, if inftead of ufing 
your utmoft Efforts, and applying the proper and 
proportioned Means to root out the evil Pradice, 
you reinforce the damnable Habit with repeated 
Oaths, Imprecations, isfe. it muft highly aggra- 
vate your crime : 44 for to fin through Habit, (fays 
44 the angelic Dodor) is to fin more intenfely f,” 
and confequently more grievoufiy. 

Others there are, who plead Pajpon or Anger as 
an Excufe. What Folly ! To tnink, that Paf- 
fion fhall excufe thofe Irreverences offered to the 
Lord, which is deemed infufficient to excufe an 
Affront offered to yourfelves ! If a Man, in 
a Paflion ftrikes or otherwife abufes you, will 

you 

* Chap. xix. 16. f 2. 2. q 156. a. 3. 
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you not refent the Infult ? Will his being in a 
raflion be accepted of as a fufficient Apology? 
’Tis more than probable, that a Blow on the Face,, 
or a Challenge to the Field-, would be judged 
(though wickedly) the only Afi table Return you 
could, in Honour, make for the Affront received. 
And yet you would have it, that Anger fhould ex- 
cufe the moft glaring A<Sfe of Irreverence and 
Contempt offered to the infinite Majefty of God* 
who is incapable of giving the leaft Offence ! 

You fay* you do not fpeak in that Manner, 
either to reproach God, or treat him difrefpeft fully : 
*tis only perhaps to frighten .thofe you are fpeaking 
to, or to give Weight to your Aflertions : but in 
Faff, have no Intention of offending Almighty 
God by your Oaths, (s fc. But, is it poffible, that 
Chriftians fpeak ferioufly, who mean thus to excufe 
themfelves ! Can they poflibly think, that to inti- 
midate thofe to whom they are fpeaking, or to 
gain their Aflent* ’tis exeufable to abufe God’s 
moft facred Name* and treat it with Contempt. 
If a Sinner rauft vent his Pafiion, is he fo very 
much at a Loft in Speech, as not to find any 
Words to explain himfelf, but fuch as manifeftly 
tend to the Difhonour and Abufe of God’s moft 
holy and terrible Name ! 

Others in fine, fay, they cannot at leaft refrain 
from curfing thofe, who curfe them. This Me- 
thod of reafoning is condemned by the Gofpel 
Maxims, requiring us to forgive our Enemies : to 
blefs, and not to curfe them, &c. — Not returning Evil 
for Evil , fays the Prince of Apoftles, St. Peter, 
nor Railing for Railing , but on the contrary BleJJing : 
for this you are called , that by Inheritance you may 
pojfefs a BleJJing . For he that will love Life , and 
fee good Days , let him refrain bis Tongue from Evil , 
G a and 

• * V 
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and his Lips that they fpeak no Guile*. So little do 
Chriftians attend to this Advice of the Apoftle, 
that St. Gregory Najianfen had Reafon to complain, 
that Man is not afraid or alhamed to treat the ve- 
nerable Name of God with direfped and contume- 
ly, though the very Devils themfelves tremble at 
itf! Which caufed St. Chryfoftom to exclaim 
againft profane Swearers, Curlers, and Blasphe- 
mers, in the following Words : “ You know not 
€< what God is, or how he ought to be invoked^.” 
From a want of this necefiary Refle&ion, proceed 
thofe Blameful Irreverences offered to the Lord’s 
mod (acred Name. 

St. Ambroje remarks, that the Jews who blaf- 
phemed Jefus y whilft hanging on the Crofs, blaf- 
phemed, indeed, with great readinels : and why i 
iay$ the holy Doftor: Becaufe they inful ted him, 
.as they fuddenly palled by, without allowing them- 
selves Time to refled : for, had they remained to 
confider,thatHe, who was then nailed to the Crofs, 
was the Son of the Living God, who gave Exift- 
cnce to every Creature, and on the Day of his.Suf- N 
ferings withdrew Light from the Sun, and threw 
all Nature into Convulfions : Had they Hayed to 
conlider thefe and other Prodigies attentively, they 
would not have blafphemed his tremendous Majef* 

E , but would have (truck their Breads and confef- 
i Jefusj then expiring for the Salvation of Man, 
to be the Son of the Living God : They would 
earneftly beg forgivenefs and mercy, for the glaring 
Infults offered to their bleeding Saviour. 

In a Word, there is no. Apology can be made or 
•admitted to juftify or excufe the hateful Cuftom of 
%> Curling, Swearing or Blafpheming, whereby fo 

g r< »t 

* i Pet. iti. 9, 10. fOrat. xxi. 4 Homil. xxvi. 
jad PopuL 
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great an Irreverence is offered to the Omnipotent 
Creator and Conjervator of all things : whereby fo 
great an Indignity is offered to the Divine Spirit* 
who is ever willing to make his Abode in our Souls 
and fanXify them; and which alfb argues the 
Jiigheft Contempt of the Saviour of Mankind, who 
fhed his precious Blood to redeem them. Did Men 
but reflect, that Jefus y whole Name they impioully 
revile, muff judge thofe Irreverences offered to him, 
and that they know not the Day nor the Hour they 
ihall be cited to the Bar of his Juftice, to re- 
ceive the Sentence of eternal Reprobation, the 
juft Punifhment of their Tile Oaths, Imprecations 
and Blafphemies, they would certainly be more 
cautious in future. 

At his dreadful Tribunal, the Sinner will plain- 
ly perceive, but too late, how much he has been 
deluded by frivolous Excufes, which ihall berejeX- 
ed by the juft Judge as foon as alledged ; the dam- 
nable Vices ihall men appear in their natural De- 
formity, which muft inevitably fill the Criminals 
with tne moft dreadful Apprehenfions, and clearly 
expofe to their View, the Eternity of Torments 
that awaits them. 

The NegleX of making thefe, and fuch like 
Chriftian Reflexions, is what expofes Mankind to 
thofe execrable Vices here, and ihall .make them 
fmart under the Rod of God’s avenging Juftice 
hereafter. The prefent, is the Time to guard 
againft thofe Puniihments that are iuftly to be 
dreaded from the injured Deity. Repent then 
timely, and ceafe not, in future, to praife, . honour 
andglorify God’s moft adorable Name. 

The Sinner feems to have no other Plea left, but 
a falfe Confidence in the Mercies of the Lord, fay- 
ing; 44 God’s goodnefs is fo. unbounded, that He 
G 5 “will* 
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<c will not permit us to be damned, though our 
c< Crimes are enormous, I fhall briefly anfwet 
fuch prefumptuous Sinners in the Words of Eccle - 
fuiJHcus : f Say not , the Mercy of the Lord is greats 
he will have Mercy on the Multitude of my Sins : For 
Mercy and fVrath quickly come from him 9 and his 
fVrath lookethupon Sinners: Delay not to be converted 
to the Lordy and defer it not from Day to Day : for 
his fVrath Jhall come on a fudden 9 and in the Time of 
Vengeance he will defray thee . 

Hear this Sentence, and let it be deeply impref- 
fed on your Minds, Oh vile Curfers, Swearers and 
Blafphemers ! who obftinately perfevere in your 
Sins, and .yet prefumptuouflv hope for Mercy and 
Happinefs. It is a falfe ana deceitful Hope: For 
they only, who fincerely repent, and call upon his 
Name, are created for his Glory . * 

CHAP. XIII. 

The Means to Amend . 

TT is, no doubt, the indifpenfable Duty of every 
I profane Curfer, Swearer or Blafohemer, that 
hopes for Salvation, to ufe his utmoft Endeavours 
to amend his Life, to repair the Evils he has done, 
and wafh away the Stain of his Crimes, with Tears 
of a fincere Repentance. 

Some Means, however, ought to be prefcribedin 
particular, whereby the repenting Sinner may be 
helped to accomplifh the defired Amendment : I 
know not any more powerful to reclaim the Blaf- 
phemer, Curfer or profane Swearer, than an Imi- 
tation of our great Original, Jefus Chri/ly when cu- 
ring 

f Chap. v. • Ifaiahiliii. 7. 
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ring the dumb Man , as is recorded in the Seventh 
Chapter of St. Mark . 

Before our blefled Redeemer reftored Speech tp 
the dumb Man, he looked up to Heaven : whereby 
he teaches, that we are to raife our Eyes and Hearts 
to Heaven, praying from thence the Cure of our 
infe&ed Tongues : “For if Man,” fays St. Au- 
guftin , “ cannot govern his Tongue, let him have 
44 recourfe to the Lord, by Prayer, who with his 
44 all-powerful Arm will effe&ually fubdue and. 
44 tame it.”* 

This divine Glance, which the Lord gave to- 
wards. Heaven, difcovers to the profane Swearer 
and Blafphemer the Method he is to purfue for the. 
Amendment of his Tongue; not tied as the dumb' 
Man’s was, but too loofe in profaning the Name 
of its Creator: for,, by railing your Eyes and 
Hearts from all earthly Beings, (which too often 
blind the former and. captivate the latter) to con- 
template the glorious Majefty of that. God, whom 
you offend by your vile Oaths, Imprecations or 
Blafphemies, ’tis then the Impiety of the Sinner 
will appear in. its proper Deformity, and may 
prove an effectual Means to excite in him, an un- 
feigned Repentance.. 

It will reprefent to the Sinner, in the moft lively 
manner,, how prefumptuoufly Man, who is but a 
vile Worm of the Earth, dares to take fuch Free- 
doms with the Name of. the moft.auguft and tre- 
mendous Monarch, perhaps to eftablilh an Untruth, 
to curfe his Creatures,, or to blafpheme his moft 
venerable Name, while, at the very fame Time, 
all the Angels of Heaven, proftrate on their Faces, 

. before the Throne of God, inceffantly ling the ra- 
vilhing Song which the beloved Evangelift heard, 

iii. 

• Serm. 5. de verb. Dom. 
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in thcfe Words: *Benedi 8 ton and Glory , and Wtf~ 
Jom y and Thanhjgiving, Honour and Power , and 
Strength unto our God for ever and ever , Amen. 

The firft Thing then, a Sinner is to do, who 
means to amend his Life, is to refled ferioufly on 
his own bafenefs, and the infinite Majefty and 
Sandity of God whom he offends : He mini alfo 
raife his Heart to the Father of Mercy, imploring 
his Goodnefs to grant the neceflary Affiftance for 
his Amendment ; after which, he mould (as is re- 
lated of our blefled Redeemer that is, bit- 
terly lament the grievous Offence given to the moft 
High, by his execrable Oaths, Imprecations or 
Blafohemies. 

The want of a true Sorrow, is the real Cauie, 
why the Cure of our diftempered Tongues is fo 
feldom efFeded : Nay, do not Sinners, inftead of 
exciting Sorrow in their Breafts, endeavour to fti- 
fle the Rebukes of Confcience, by affigning fome 
frivolous Excufe, which often rather aggravates the 
Crime, than extenuates or excufes it : Every Apo- 
logy tending to filence Confcience or to palliate the 
hateful Vices, reprefendng them as harmlefs and 
inofFenfive, muft be totally inadmiffible and highly 
Criminal. 

Hence the Sinner, who means to amend his 
Life, fhould not only raife his Heart to Heaven, 
but alfo endeavour to expiate his atrocious Crimes 
by Tears of a fincere Repentance.. His unfeign- 
ed Sorrow fhould be accompanied with other good 
Works to fecure his Converfion and prevent a Re- 
lapfe : for inftance, let the Swearer impofe upon 
himfelf, or caufe to be impofed by his Confeflor, 
the Performance of fuch Works as may efFedually 
tend to cur|> and remove the fulfill Paffion. For 
Example, to form this Refblution : that fo often 
as he profanes the Name of the Lord, he fhall give 
• Apoc. yii. 12. an 
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an Alms to fome drftreffed Fellow-creature, ac- 
cording to his Abilities ; that he fhall Faft, Pray, 
or humble himfelf to kifs the Ground, &c. Such 
A£fe of Charity and Humiliation are highly plea- 
fing to Almighty God, and have proved the happy 
Means of averting his Indignation from Sinners. 

It is related of a Soldier, who was accuftomed to 
profane the Name of the Lord upon every trifling 
Occalion, that being prevailed upon to go to Con- 
, feflion, he received, as Penance, a Charge, that fo 

pftenas he tranfgrefl'ed in that way, hefliould form, 
with his Tongue, the Sign of the Crofs on the 
Ground. His Compliance proved the Safety or 
both Soul and Body ; for ftiortly after being in 
Company with a Number of his Brethren, Soldiers, 
he begins, according to Cuftom, to profane the 
Name of God. No fooner had he refle&ed on the 
Crime, into which he relapfed, than he immediate- 
ly bends to the Earth, and whilft he had been ma- 
1 king the Sign of the Crofs, as dire&ed by his Con- 

feflbr, a loaded Mufket was difcharged $ the Ball 
only grazing his Loins, without doing any other 
Damage than carrying away Part of his Coat and 
Shirt. 

Here is a fignal Stroke of the divine Prote&ion, 
in favour of the penitent Soldier, who, upon the 
firft Recollection of his Crime, without Hefitation, 
humbly proftrates to implore Forgivenefs of Hea- 
I ven, which proved neither blind to his prompt Hu- 

miliation, nor deaf to his fervent Petition : for the 

K ent is averted, his Life is fpared. Whereas, 
continued proudly ere&, regardlefs of the 
Advice given him by his Director, he muft have 
been unavoidably fhotj and, no doubt, but Soul 
and Body would have been in a moft lamentable 
State, whilft ftained with the damnable Sin. 

His Comrades admire the wonderful Efcape, and 
* juftly 
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joftfy afcribc his Prefervation to -God’s infinite 
Goodnefs ! It wrought a total Change in the Soldi- 
er’s Life: and as a fmall Tribute of Praife and 
Thankfgiving, he refolves to undertake a painful 
Pilgrimage to the holy Church of Loretto , which he 
faithfully performed, and where this memorable 
Eadt is recorded.* 

Would to God, that they, who are unhappily 
prone to profane the Lord’s moft venerable Name, 
would imitate this Chriftian Soldier, by humbling 
themfelves to the very Earth, and there in the fpirit 
of true Penitence, fay with holy David: f Help us, 
O God, our Saviour , and for the Glory of thy Name , 
O Lord, deliver us\ and forgive us our Sins for thy. 
Name's Sake. Thefe, and fuch-like Ads of Hu- 
miliation and Prayer, will prove highly pleafing to« 
Almighty God, and a powerful Means to avert the 
many exemplary Judgments that daily befal habitu- 
al Swearers, Curfers and Blafphemers. How many 
have had their Mouths contra&ed ? How many 
have been ftruck deaf, dumb, or blind? Nay, how 
many Thoufands have been ftruck dead, (or being 
guilty of blafpheming the Name of the Lord. Sa- 
cred Hiftory is replete with many Inftances thereof, 
fufficient to ftrike future Generations with Terror 
and Amazement J. 

What Judgment then, can we form of thofe un- 
happy Souls, thus fuddenly fnatched from their 
fmful Bodies? They juftly dread facing an angry 
God, whofe facred Name they, but a few Minutes 
before, moft impiouily profaned. They would give 
Worlds, if in their Power, to be exempt from ap- 
pearing before the injured Deity : But the Rigour of 
God’s Juftice commands their Attendance at his 

dreadful 

* Segneri, Crift. Iftruito, Rag. 10. f Pfal. lxxviii, 9* 

X See Chap. xi. 
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dreadful Tribunal, to receive a Sentence proporti- 
oned to their Crimes. As they are totally unfit for 
Heaven, where nothing defiled can enter, they 
fliall be hurried into the frightful Dungeon of Hell,' 
there to remain with the accurfed Inhabitants of 
thofe infernal Regions, fo long as there is a God in 
Heaven to punifh them. Remember Chriftians, 
in Time, that what has happened to others, may 
befal you: God’s abhorrence of the deteftable 
Crimes, and his Power to punifh, are ftill the fame. 
You have not, nor cannot have any fpecial Protec- 
tion, unlefs from a fpeedy Repentance and Amend- 
ment. 

In fine, as the Evangelift informs us, our Re- 
deemer Jefus Chri/l, not only raifed his Eyes to 
Heaven, and fighed, but alfo touched the Tongue of 
the dumb Man, before he effefted the Cure. 
Whereby he teaches, that to compleat the Cure of 
our envenomed Tongues, ’tis not fufficient we fhall 
crave God’s Afliftance, and repent ; but the Lord 
mull touch and fan&ify them. It is true, the Lord 
is not now vifibly prefent toeffeft the Cure, yet has 
he been gracioufly pleafed to bequeath himfelf to 
you, under the facramental Veils of Bread and 
Wine, in the moft adorable Sacrament of the Eu- 
charift , for the Purpofe. Receive Him then wor- 

thily, receive Him frequently, that by fo facred 
and powerful a Remedy, all the Difeafes of your 
Souls may be effe&ually removed, efpecially thofe 
of Curfing, Swearing and Blafpheming. In fhort, 
by the Means of Prayer, Repentance, and worthy 
Communions you will happily obtain the Amend- 
ment of your facrilegious Tongues; and, as the 
Scripture fays, of the dumb Man, you will fpeak 
rightly *. 

There 

* St. Mark viL 35. 
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There are feveral other Ways of overcoming 
thofe Vices : Firft, by reflecting, that if we are 
to render an Account, on the Day of Judgment, 
of every idle Word we fay, how much more 
rigorous (hall our Account oe of every Oath we 
have fworn, though of ever fo trifling a Nature. 
Secondly, by reflecting on the many temporal 
Punifhments that have been, and Daily are in- 
fli&ed on Curfers, Swearers, and Blasphemers : 
they were formerly, by divine Command, to be 
Honed to Death : And the Account related by St. 
Gregory * of a Boy, five Years old, being fnatched 
away by Devils, from his Father’s Arms, on account 
of his frequent Swearing, is frightful ! A true Fear 
of the Lord will alfo remove tnofe Vices : S. Au- 
guftin thus relates of himfelf, “ f The Time was, 
“ (fays he) when I was much given to Swearing, 
and involved in that dangerous and wicked 
44 Habit : But I tell you, fince the Time I began 
** to ferve God, and faw the great Evil there was 
44 in Penury, I was /truck with a Fear of it : 
44 This Fear bridled the inveterate Habit; being 
44 bridled, it was reftrained ; being reftrained, it 
44 languiihed, and languifhing r died ; and a good 
44 Cuftom fucceeded a bad one.” 

In fhort, I will tell you a Method, fays St. 
ChryfoJiom%i which if obferved, you ihall over- 
come the evil Practice. When you find yourfelves, 
your Wives, Children, or Domeftics infeCted with 
the Vices of Curling or Swearing, and though 
often admonifhed, do not amend ; command them 
to go to Bed fupperlefs ; Impofe this Penance on 
the Guilty, and you ihall foon reap the happy 
Fruits of an Amendment. 

It 

* Lib. 4 Dialog, cap. 18. f Lib, 28. Couf. 

% Homil. 5. ad Popul. Antioch. 
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It will alfo prove conducive to your fpeedy 
Amendment, to relied ferioufly : That Curling, 
Swearing, and Blafpheming is the conftant Em- 
ployment of the Damned, who, as they are doomed 
to unchangeable Torments, without the leaft Hope 
of a Mitigation of their Pains, are therefore hur- 
ried, out of pure Malice, to the inefle&ual Rer 
venge of continually Curling and Blafpheming 
the Name of the Lord. St. John thus defcribes 
to us, Hell, and the State of the Damned : It is 
an obfcure Place, ’tis the Region of Darknefs ; 
there they gnawed their Tongues for Pain : and they 
Blajpbemed the God of Heaven , becaufe of their 
Pains , and Wounds *. 

Let not then, the Language and Employment 
of theDamned, beany longer that of aChriftian, 
who hopes for Salvation ; but carefully obferve the 
Gofpel Maxim, Swear not at all, except when the 
necefiary Vindication of Truth obliges you to it. 
Be mindful alfo of St. PauPs Advice, not to wilh 
Evil to yourfelves or any of God’s Creatures : 
Blefs them that perfecute you , fays the Apoftle, blefs 
ana curfe not% . The fame Apoftle aMo cries 

aloud : Let all Blafpbemy be taken away from you f. 
Let all God’s Creatures unite to extirpate the 
'dreadful Monfter, Blafphemy, big with every 
other Crime : Let every Heart and Hand be joined 
to deftroy that hellilh Fiend ; fo great an Enemy 
to God, and fo deftru&ive to a Chriftian Soul. 
Remember timely, O Blafphemer ! Whom thou baft 
reproached , and whom thou baft blafphemed, and 
againft whom thou haft exalted thy Foice, and lifted 
t^p thy eyes on High f Againft the holy One of Ifrael §. 

In 

• Revel, xvi. io, n. J Rom. xii. 14. 

f Ephef. iv. 31. $ Ifaiah xxxvii. 23. 
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In (hort. Tears are more proper to bewail the 
execrable and damnable Vices, than Words to 
exprcfs them. 

A due Attention to the Means prefcribed in this 
Chapter, would prove highly conducive to ftay the 
rapid Progrefs of the deteuable Crimes, and in 
Time effedl an happy Reformation. 

Laftly, a moft powerful Means to overcome 
thofe Vices of Curing, Swearing and Blafpheming 
is prefcribed ; viz . To become a Member of the 
Sodality inferibed to the moft holy Name of Jefus^ 
as alfo to repeat daily the celebrated Form of 
Prayer, inti tied the Rcfary of the Name of Jefus; 
as we fhall fee in the following Chapters. Meanv 
while, 44 let us bridle our Tongues,” fays St* 
Chryfoflom *, 44 no great Labour will attend it, nor 
44 will much Time be neceffary to accomplifh it: 
44 ’tis fufficient to be willing, and the Work will 
44 be readily effe&ed. This Matter depends 

44 wholly on Cuftom endeavour then, by 

44 Falling and Prayer to remove the pernicious 
44 Habit. There js nothing greater, than to be- 
44 come Teachers of the World : It will be na 
44 fmall Matter, to hear it every where faid4 
44 That there is not one in this City, who fwears^ 
44 If this be done, you will not only obtain the 
44 Reward of your good Works, but what I have 
44 been,” fays the Saint, 44 to you (the Means of 
44 your Converfion) you fhall be to the whole 
44 World : Others fhall follow your Example.” 

CHAP. XIV. 

The Origin of the Sodality inferibed to the moft hofy 
Nana of Jesus. 

C RIMES, fo heinous as thofe of profane 
Swearing, Curfing or Blafpheming muft 

have 

• Homil. 8. in A&. Apoft. 
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have unavoidably provoked, long fince, God's 
Wrath and Indignation to fall upon the guilty 
Heads of thofe impious Mifcreants, who prefume 
to take unwarrantable freedoms with the moft holy 
Names of the Deity , were it not, that the Multi- 
tude of God’s tender Mercies reftrains his aveng- 
ing Juftice; nay, and even engages his infinite 
Wifdom to fuggeft, from Time to Time, fuch 
fweet and efficacious Means as muft difarm his 
Juftice, reclaim Sinners, and caufe his Mercy to 
lhine upon them. 

The celebrated Sodality , facred to the moft holy 
Name of Jefus , is one of thofe powerful Means 
fuggefted by God’s infinite Wifdom, and his un- 
fpeakable Goodnefs revealed it in the 1 3th Cen- 
tury, when the abominable Vices of Curfing, 
Swearing and Blafpheming raged to fo great a 
Degree, that on the 20th of September , in the 
Year 1274, the blefled Pope Gregory X. * addref- 
fed a Bull to the Mafter General of the Order of 
Preachers, which begins, Nuper in Concilio Lug - 
dunenft , &c. f wherein, after briefly fetting forth 
the rraifes of the adorable Name, Jefus 9 he ear- 
neftly intreats and requires the faid Mafter General 
and his Brethren, that fo often as they fhould 
preach the Word of God to the Faithful, they 
fhould be mindful to enforce the profound Refpeft 
and Veneration fo juftly due to that all-faving 
Name. 

The Caufe of iffuing this Bully was, not only 
to revive and eftablifh the Love of Jefus in the 
Hearts of the Faithful, but alfo to banifh from 
their Mouths the deteftable Vices of Blafphemy, 

Curfing 

* Pope Gregory X. by Reafon of his lingular Piety, 
and the Miracles he wrought, was declared a Deaths 
or Saint, by Pope Benedict XIV. 

f fiullarium Ord. Prxd. Tom. i. p. 524. 
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Curling and profane Swearing, fo contrary to the 
Refpect due to God’s mod adorable Name . 

The Sovereign Pontiff gives the important 
Commiffion, in this folemn Manner, to the Order 
of Preachers, indituted, as he knew it was, for 
the glorious Work of propagating the Gofpel, 
throughout the whole Globe of the Earth: He 
therefore wifely judged them, from their Learning 
Zeal and Eloquence, to be mod proper Inftru- 
ments to re-eftablilh the Honour and Love due to 
God’s mod amiable Name, and reform thofe im- 
pious Abufes, which were feminated by the malig- 
nant Tongues of Curfers, Swearers and Blafphe- 
mers, to the great Dilgrace of Chridianity. 

Nor was the holy Pontiff difappointed in his 
pious Views : for fo foon as the Mader General, 
John of Vercelli , had received the aforefaid Bully 
he writes a circular Letter full of Piety*, warmly 
exhorting his Subjeds, in all Parts of the World, 
to exert themfelves in the Execution of the fupreme 
Pontiff’s pious Intention, fo agreeable to the 
Tenor of the Gofpel, and Advantage of Souls. 

In Confequence of this Commiflion, which the 
Order of Preachers had received, and as chear- 
fully embraced, they were heard, in almod 
every Part of the Globe, announcing the Danger 
and Enormity of the damnable Vices, Blafphemy, 
Curling, and profane Swearing, and mod drenu- 
oufly enforcing the profound Kefpedt due to the 
all-glorious Name of JefuSy reprefenting in the 
molt lively Manner to their Hearers, how much 
Mankind are indebted to the Name of the Lord, 
for their Redemption, Sandification and Salva- 
tion. — That through it, the Sinner is to hope for 
Mercy and Forgivenefs > the jud Man, the Grace 
of Perfeverance and future Glory— That the 

Name 

* BuIIarium, ibid. 
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Name of Jefus is the Source of every Bleffing, 
whether Spiritual or Temporal, that we have or 
may expe&— That it is sl Name moft holy and 
terrible : Abundantly fweet to the pious Chriftian, 
and formidable to the profane Swearer or Blafphe- 
mer — A Name, adored by Angels, and feared by 
Devils — A Name, in (hort, which is above every 
Name 9 at which every Knee Ihould bend of thole 
that are in Heaven , on Earthy or in Hell ! 

With thefe and fuch like Inftru&ions, conveyed 
to the Faithful with Un£tion and Conftancy, a 
lingular Devotion and Refpeft for the moft facred 
Name was introduced among the Faithful, and 
the execrable Vices of Blafphemv, Curling and 
profane Swearing moft remarkably decrealed, to 
the great Joy of Heaven and Earth. 

To perpetuate this happy Change, the Sons of 
St. Dominick refolved, that an Altar Ihould be 
ere&ed in all their Churches, dedicated lolely to 
the moft holy and auguft Name of Jefus y which 
the Faithful devoutly frequented, and where, on 
bended Knees, they offered the Sacrifice of Praife 
and Thankfgi ving to the moft holy Name of God : 
faying with at. Pauly * Let us offer up the Sacrifice 
of Praife always to God y that is y the Fruit of Lips 
confeffmg bis Name . Thus were the firft Founda- 
tions laid for the facred Sodality y by the Brethren of 
the holy Order of Preachers, alias y of St. Dotni - 
nicky which was afterwards propagated and efta- 
blilhed by them, to the unfpeakable Glory of 
God’s moft venerable Name, and lignal Benefit of 
the Chriftian World. 

In this State the Devotion continued until the 
Year 1432+, at which Time the Kingdom of 
Portugal was vifited by a moft dreadful Plague, > 

which 

* Htb. xiii. 15. % 

+ Ravicini, Rofeto Prodig. Append. Tom i, 402. 
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which fwept away fuch Multitudes, that the 
Kingdom appeared almoft depopulated, particu- 
larly the City of Lijbon , its Capital, Teemed only 
a Receptacle for the Dead. The few that fur- 
vived, imputing thefe Chart ifements to the juft 
Judgments of Heaven, for the Sins they had com- 
mitted, particularly thofe of Curling, Swearing, 
and Blafpheming, earneftly fought Forgivenefs and 
firmly purpofed Amendment. The Children of 
St. Dominick were Angularly aftive in promoting 
fo definable a Reformation, and had recourfe to 
the powerful Means of farting, praying, and 
preaching, thereby to offer a facred Violence to 
Heaven, and become the happy Inftruments of 
appealing God’s Wrath, and moving the People 
to an unfeigned Repentance. 

Among the many engaged in the important 
Caufe, Andrew Dia%* y of the Order of Preach- 
ers, who (being for fome Time Bifhop of Megara , 
an antient City of Greece , in the Province of 
Achaia ) renouncing the paftoral Care, retired to 
his Convent at Lijbon , where he foon had an Op- 
portunity of fignalizing himfelf to the unfpeak- 
able Joy of the Inhabitants of Lijbon , and indeed 
of all Europe, who reafonably dreaded the fpread- 
ing Infeftion. 

This venerable Prelate, feeing the Diftrefles of 
the People, and perceiving, that Heaven Teemed 
deaf to their Lamentations and Intreaties, fired 
with an holy Zeal, afeend^ the Pulpit, and moft 
preffingly exhorts them to make their humble ad- 
drefles to the merciful Name of Jefus , reminding 
them with great Energy, that there is no other 
Name under Heaven given to Men , whereby they muji 
be faved f. 

. The 

* Ibid. p. 403. f A€ts iv. 12. 
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The People flocked in Multitudes to his Ser- 
mons, particularly thofe infedted with the Plague : 
And as every Individual was defirous of his rre- 
fervation ana Safety, fo you might behold all and 
every one calling with great Fervency, on Jefus , 
with their Mouths ; revering him with their Hearts; 
and, on bended Knees adoring his moft merciful 
Name . What was the Confequence of this happy 
Reformation ? It caufed the Plague to ceafe on a 
fudden : the corrupt Morals being baniftied their 
Souls, the deftrudtive Contagion that attacked their 
Bodies, ceafed alfo : Their joyful Acclamations 
feemed to reach the Skies, and their grateful Ac- 
knowledgements were fent up to the Throne of 
God : Nay, univerfal Joy and Thankfgiving were 
difFufed through all Europe, on Occafion of this 
happy and important Event. 

Tne zealous Prelate perceiving the happy Fruits 
of his Million, r^folved, that a perpetual Remem- 
brance fliould be kept of God's fpecial Goodnefs : 
and to this End, he caufed a beautiful Altar to be 
credted, and Proceflions made, in Honour of 
God’s moft adorable Name, to remind the Faith- 
ful of this fignal ftroke of the divine Clemency. 
And, to engage future Generations to praife the 
all-gracious Name of Jefus^ he founded a 
Sodality or Confraternity facred to that moft 
holy Name, jefus , wherein the Names of all 
thofe were to lie inferibed, who refolved in fu- 
ture, to praife the moft holy Name of God, and 
to prevent, to the utmoft of their Power, the 
Profanation of it, whether in themfelves or others, 
by obferving fuch Rules, as he wifely preferibed 
to them. . 

Such an Inftitution proved highly acceptable to 
the Inhabitants of Lijbon : the Nobility, Gentiv, 
and Others eagerly fought Admittance into tne 
facred Sodality , vying with each other, who fliould 

firft 
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ftrft inlift under the (acred Banner, and moft dif- 
tmguilh himfeif in promoting a Work, lb pleating ' 
to God, and advantageous to Mankind. 

Thus did this wxthy Son of St. Dominick 
found the celebrated Sodality or Confraternity facred 
to the moft holy Name of Jefiitj to the mater 
Honour of that moft adorable Name, and Welfare 
of the Chriftian Religion. 

It may be proper here to acquaint the pious 
Reader, that what is to be underftood by the 
c< Sodality of the moft holy Name of Jefus,” is 
an Aflemblyof devout Perfons, who purpofe to 
give Praife to the Name of Jefisj by a Repetition 
of the RjeJary inferibed to that (acred Name, and 
an Obfervance of thofe pious Works preferibed to 
the Members of the Sodality : fuch as frequenting 
the Sacrament^, on the fecond Sunday of every 
Month ; preventing to the utmoft of their Power, 
in themfelves and others, the Abufe of God’s 
moft (acred Name, &c. And to this End, caufe 
their Names to be inferibed in a Book, appointed 
for the (alutarv Purpofe, whereby they become, as 
by fpiritual Bonds, united, though in the moft 
remote Parts of the Earth, in one illuftrious So- 
ciety, praiting the Name of the Lord ; and, by a 
fpirttual Communication, partaking of each other’s 
good Works, though wrought in the moft diftant 
Parts of the Globe. 

Such a Sodality, Society, or Confraternity muft 
doubtlefstend to the greater Honour of God*s moft 1 
adorable Name, and lingular Advantage of Souls r 
for though we are all Members of the fame myf- 
tical Body of Chrift ; one Flock under one fupreme . 
Pallor, and confequently partakers with one ano- 
ther, of ' the common Prayers, Fadings and other 
Works of Piety, in the great Communion of 

Saints r 



Digitized by Google 



( * 4 * ) 

Saints: 44 Yet,” fays our learned Clarkefon*,” 
44 in particular Devotions and AAs of Superero- 
44 gation, to which we are not in Duty bound, 
44 there both may be, and really is a ftri&er Com- 
44 munication and Alliance, more particular Fel- 
44 lowfliips and Societies, under the univerfal 
44 Conduct and (Economy of the Church, among 
44 thofe who afpire after more eminent Degrees of 
44 an holy Life, who defire to live more to the 
44 Glory of God, and the Improvement of their 
44 Souls, in a regular Courfe of Devotion : For 
44 as in temporal Kingdoms, under the fame uni- 
44 verfal Government, we fee erected different 
44 Academies of the Learned, Societies of Mer- 
44 chants. Sodalities of Mechanics, &c. to the 
44 great Improvement of Arts and Sciences : fo, 
44 in like Manner, under the fame general Com- 
44 munion of the Church, we find devout Perfons, 
44 hufbanding the Time, which others throw away 
44 upon the idle Impertinences of Life, flowing 
44 into particular Societies, inrolling themfelves, 
44 like Soldiers, under one Banner; and obliging 
44 themfelves, to certain Rules, wifely adapted to 
44 the Nature of the Inftitution ; to their like 
44 Proficiency in the great Art of an holy Life, 
44 in the Science of the Saints, and Way of 
44 Virtue.” 

It was to this laudable End, that the venerable 
Prelate, Andrew Diaz , already mentioned, ex- 
horted the Faithful to enter into an holy Affoci- 
ation or Sodality, to praife the Name of the Lord, 
by frequently repeating to them the Words of our 
Blcfled Redeemer, f If two of you Jhall agree toge- 
ther upon Earth , about any one Thing they Jhall ajk y 
it Jhall be granted them of my Father , who is in 
H Heaven . 

• Introduction to the Rofary of the B. Virgin, c. 4. 

4 Macth. xviii. 19,20. 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 




( 142 ) 

Heaven . For where two or three are gathered toge- 
ther in my Name , there am I in the midjl of them . 
After fuch Encouragement given by the Son of 
God himfelf, what Chriftian, who means to for- 
ward the great Work of Salvation, can be lb 
great an Enemy to himfelf, as to negle& inrolling 
himfelf in fo holy a Society, evidently calculated 
to praife the Name of the Lord, and promote the 
important Work of Salvation ? 

If any one fliould alk, why the Sodality and 
Rofary are inferibed to the moft holy Name of 
Jefus , preferably to any other Name, under which 
the God-head is worfhipped ? it can be readily 
accounted for : Firft, becaufe we have the ftrong- 
eft Reafons to adore the Divine Being under that 
moft merciful Name, viz . It reminds us, that the 
Son of the living God has deigned to cloath him- 
felf with ^jr Mortality, to fatisfy for our Sins : 
That he has lived with us : That he fuffer-r 
ed and died for us : That he opened the 
Gates of the City of God for our Admittance, 
fcfr. Befides, as the angelic Do&or remarks, 
44 the Name, Jefus , is fxgnified in all the other 
4C Names foretold by the Prophets,” as when 
Ifaiahi fpeaking of Jefus Chrift , fays : His Name 
Jhall be called \ H(onderful , Counfellor , God, the 
Mighty , the Father of the JVorld to come, the Prince 
of Peace*. In all thefe, the Name Jefus is figni- 
ned, as St. Thomas plainly proves +. 

So that by praifing the Narn e Jefus, all theNamcs 
of the Deity are celebrated and glorified. With 
the greateft Propriety then, the Catholic Church, 
and with it the Sodality and Rofary , venerate and 
adore the fecond Perfon of the moft adorable Tri- 
nity, made Man, particularly under the moft 
amiable and auguft Name of Jefus: becaufe, as 

the 

* lfaiah ix. 6. f 3. p. q# 37. a. 2. ad 1. 
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the Apoftle St Paul fays : It is a Name which it 
above every Name : That in the Name of Jefus every 
Knee Jhould bendy of thofe who are in Heaven , on 
Earthy and in Hell *. 

CHAP. XV. 

The Progrefs of the Sodality in Spain , £sV. 

I F the facred Sodality proved fo efficacious, as to- 
tally to banifh the rlague from the Kingdom of 
Portugal , it proved no lefs powerful in the removal 
of a yet more dangerous Contagion/ whi h infe&ed 
entire Kingdoms, efpecially thofe of Spain £. The 
- Contagion I allude to, is the damnable Cuftom of 
Curfing, Swearing andBIafpheming, which fo uni- 
verfelly raged among Men in the 16th Century, 
whereby the adorable Name of God was treated witlx 
Contempt, and called upon in fupportof Lies, and 
A£h of Injuft ice: By their rafh orfalfe Oaths, they 
profaned the Name of the Lord : By their Impre- 
cations, they uncharitably called upon God tocurfe 
his Creatures ; and by their Blalphemies, infulted 
God in his own Perfon. By thus robbing God of 
the Refpeft and Worfhip due to him, they became 
infected with a Contagion, which rauft have inevi- 
tably given Death to their unhappy Souls, if unre- 
pented for, and plunged them into the Lake of end- 
lefs Mifery and Torments. 

Every true Servant of God became alarmed at 
thefe heinous Offences given to the in finite Majelty, 
and trembled at the dreadful Confequences that 
await fuch Impieties : They beheld the horrid 
Scene with Sorrow and Amazement ! They excit- 
ed every Effort to extirpate the deteftable Vices, 
particularly the Children of St. Dcminicky who 
were deftined by him, and fingularly appointed by 
the Sovereign Pontiffs, to eradicate thofe Vices, 
II 2 and 

* Philip, ii. 9, 10. JRofeto ProJig Append, p. 405. 
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and re-cflablilh the Glory of God’s moft facred 
Name. 

Hence, we might behold thofe Minifters of the 
Gofpel, with indefatigable Zeal, inveighing againft 
the damnable Vices; efpecially, our pious and 
learned Duiacus de Viftoria , Preacher to the Empe- 
ror Charles V. who flourifhed about the Year 
1540.* This celebrated Man fignalized himfelf 
moft remarkably, by propagating the heavenly I$- 
ftitution, and forming fuch additional Rules, where- 
by great Glory accrued, and daily accrues, to the 
moil holy Name of God. 

Notwithftanding the great Abilities and repeated 
Efforts of this Evangelical Preacher, fo habitual 
were thofe Vices, that though Curfers, Swearers and 
Blafphemers were convinced of the enormity of 
their Crimes, and roufed to a Deteftation of them 
at Church, by his learned Inftrudtions and pathetic 
Admonitions ; yet, when retired to their refpec- 
tive Homes, they relapfed ; and, like a Dog to his 
Vomit, again began to fpit forth the Language of 
Devils. 

DidacuSy 

9 Pope Pius IV. in hi *3 Bull, Salvatoris & Domini, 
&c. (biles Didacus de Vidoria Author of this celebrated 
Sodality, bccaufe, he exerted hiuifelfin a mod lingular 
Manner, not only by recommending the heavenly De- 
votion, in the moil perfuafive Language, from the 
Chair of Tiuth, but by forming fuch additional Rules, 
as effeftually tended to perfect and eftablifh the facred 
Devotion in the Kingdoms of Spain. And though Di- 
dacus de Vitoria be allowed to be the Founder of it in 
Spain, it follows not from thence, that it was not efta- 
blifhed long before in other Places, by the Brethren of 
the holy Order of Preachers, as Bremond obferves. 
Trad, de Conftnfu Bull. pag. 442. 
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DidacuSy and his Brethren Preachers, finding 
the vaft Difficulty attending the Removal of thofe 
habitual Vices; and, that without a fpecial Affift- 
ance from Heaven, it appeared almoft impoffible to 
eradicate them, had recourfe to Prayer, fervently 
befeeching the God of Mercy, to fuggeft fome 
powerful Means to ftem the Torrent of Impiety*, 
which threatened Deftru&ion to> the whole 
World. 

God, who is ever ready to hear the humble Pe-*- 
titions of his faithful Servant s v was gracioufly 
pleafed to infplre the blefTed John. Mi con * of the 
Order of Preachers, celebrated for his S anility. 
Learning and Preaching, to inftitute a Form of 
Prayer, totally calculated to praife the Name of 
Goa, and remind the Faithful of the unfpeakable 
Bleffings, through it, conferred upon them ; to the 
End, that the Faithful, whether at home or abroad*, 
fhould not want a Remedy for the Cure of their in- 
fefted Tongues. 

This celebrated Form of Prayer, inftituted by 
John Miconfy is called the Rofary of the moft holy 
Name of Jefus, which proved a moft powerful Re- 
medy : For, whilfjt the Hearts of the Faithful were 
inflamed, from the Pulpit, with the love of God’s 
moft adorable Name, and roufed to a deteftation of 
the damnable Vices ; at their Return to their re- 
fpe&ive Abodes, they had reco\irfe to a Repetition 

of 

• He wrought many Miracles, and received St. Lewis 
Bertrand into the Order of Preachers, in the Year 
1544. Sq that John Micon , was not a Difciple of St. 
Lewis Bertrand , as fome Authors mention, but St. 
Lewis was a Difciple of his. Tournon Hift. Horn. Illuf, 
tom. iv. pag. 488. 

Append. Thefaur. Gratiarum S Smi. Rof. B. V. 
pag, 248. H 3 
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of the facred Rofary , which ferved as a filent 
Preacher, and a moft powerful Form of Prayer, as 
we (hall fee in the following Chapter. 

Let it fuffice to remark here, that the Faithful, 
from hearing the Praifes of, and Refpedt due to the 
moft holy Name of God in Churchy and from a de- 
vout and conftant Recital of the Rofary of Jefus at 
home^ a fpeedy Reformation took place ; their ob- 
durate Hearts became foftened and inflamed with 
the Love of God : They began to entertain a due 
Senfeof their inexpreflible Obligations to his All— 
facred Name; thev conceived an utter Abhorrence 
to the execrable Vices, and a firm Refolution, in 
future, to praife his holy Name. O, what a blef- 
fed Reformation! Blafphemies, Oaths and Impreca- 
tions are no longer to be heard among them ; on 
the contrary, the very Streets and Highway?, 
echoed with Prayers and Ejaculations, addreffed to 
the moft holy Name of the Lord. Blefled Change, 
the happy Fruits of this heavenly Devotion. 

What a glorious Sight ! to fee and hear them 
encouraging each other to praife the Name of the 
Lord, in the Words of the royal Pfalmift : Join 
with me to magnify our Lord , and let us all together ce~* 
ebrate his holy Name : Becaufe I Ixive fought our 
L ord and hr 'heard me, he has refeued me out of all my 
4 jfiftions.* Or to hear them returning their grate- 
ul Thanks to Jefus ^ for the innumerable Blelfings 
ec jived from him, through the Merits of his all- 
;racious Name, in the following Words: IVhat 
hall I render to the Lord , for all the Things he has 
endered to me ? I will take the Chalice of Salvation , 
nd / will call on the Name of the Lord*\ 

Or, in fhort, to hear them addrefling an Univer- 
d Prayer to the Honour of the moft facred Name 

of 

* Pfal. xxxiii. 4, 5. ' -f Pfal. cxv. 3, 4. 
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of God, in the [following Words of EcclrfiajUcus* 
muft infpjre the moft obdurate Hearts with the moft 
profound Veneration, and replenifh them with 
Sentiments of Gratitude and Thankfgiving. / 
will give glory to thee , O Lord , my King , and I will 
praife thee , O God my Saviour. I will give Glory to 
thy Name : For thou hajl been an Helper and Protec- 
tor to me , and hajl preferved my Body from deJlruSlion , 
from the Share of an unjujl Tongue , and from the Lips 
of them that forge Lies \ and in the Sight of them that 
flood by, thou hajl been my Helper ~ And thou hajl de- 
livered me, according to the Multitude of the Mercy of 
thy Name, from the roaring Lions, that were ready to 
devour me. Out of the Hands of them that fought my 

Life, and from the Gates of Affliftion, which encom - 

pajjedme 1 will praife thy Name continually, and 

will praife it with Thankfgiving, and my Prayer was 
heard. And thou hajl faved me from Dejlrultion , and 
hajl delivered me from the evil Time. Therefore / 
will give Thanks , and praife thee, and blefs the Name 
of the Lord. 

The facred Sodality fo excellent in itfelf, fo 
highly favoured by Almighty God in the Dawn of 
its Inftitution, and fo advantageous to Mankind, 
was not to be corffined within the Boundaries of 
Spain and Portugal, but fpread, by the unwearied 
Labours of the Order of Preachers, with the great- 
eft Rapidity, into the moft diftant Climes : It has 
happily reached our Ifland, and particularly its 
great Metropolis, Dublin, where latterly, the learn- 
ed Edmond Burke , Dr* Egan, Dr. Richardfon, f 
H 4 among 

* Chap. li. 

4 Dr. Richardfon , in the Year 1746, publifhed a 
Prayer-book, intitled, 7 'he Manner of hearing Mafs t &c. 
and in the fame Year publifhed an Appendix to it, inti- 

tied. 
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among many others, of the Order of Preachers, 
zealoufly exerted thcmfdves, by ftrenuoufly recom- 
mending to the Faithful the facred Rofary andi So - 
(lality, whereby numbcrlefs Sinners have been hap- 
pily reclaimed from the hateful and damnable Vi- 
ces of Curfing, Swearing and Blafpheming ; and 
now give Praife and Glory to the moft amiable 
Name of the Lord — Not to mention the indefatiga- 
ble Labours of feveral of our Miflionaries, in other 
Parts of the Kingdom, who have been the Inftru- 
nients of propagating the heavenly Inftitution and 
Devotion, to the greater Glory of God’s moll ado- 
rable Name, and the good of iSouls. 

From this, and the preceding Chapters, it evi* 
derttly appears, that as Almighty God had infpired 
and appointed that iiluftrious Pillar of the Church, 
St. Dominick , to be the Founder and Preacher of 
the Rofary of Mury^ Mother of Jefus,* whereby fo 
many ahd fuch fignal Bleflings have and daily flow 
on the Catholic \Vorld; fo the fame all-gracious 
God has been pleafed to Angle out St. Dominick' s 
Children, to be the happy Inftrtiments of inftitu- 
ting and preaching the Sodality and Rofary facred to 
the moft holy Name of Jefus : And God fo amply 
crowned their Apoftolic Labours with fuch amav 

zing 

tied* An Appendix to the Manner of hearing Mafs, &c, 
wherein he briefly recites, within the compafs of a 
Sheet, the Conditions, Rules, Indulgences, &c. belong- 
ing to the Confraternity or Sodality of the ihoil holy 
Name of Jefus, alias of God , &c. He alfo ftrenucufly 
and frequently lecommended, from the Chair of Truth, 
the Rofary and Sodality in his learned and pious Dif- 
coqrfes, to the lingular Advantage of crowded Audien- 
ces, who have reaion to revere his Memory. 

• S. Pius V. Confuenjerunt , &c. Gregorius XIII. 
Monet ApofiolitSy &c. Sixtus V, Dum iueffahilia Merits 
rum, &c. 
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zing Succefs, as made them appear to the World, 
fo many Veflels of Election, bearing the Name of 
Jefus in Triumph, before Kings , Gentiles , and the 
Children of IfraeL What wonder then, that thefe 
Apoftolic Men, who were chofen and infpired by 
God himfelf to inftitute and cultivate the Sodality 
and Rofary of the Name of Jefus 9 u throughout 
the univerfal Globe of the Earth*,” fhould be ap- 
pointed, by his Vicars upon Earth, the foie Guar- 
dians and stewards of his facred Depofite ? 



. CHAP, XVI. 

Of the Rofary of the Name of JESUS, and its 
Excellency . 

T H E Rofary of the Name of Jefus, is a moft 
holy Form of Prayer, inftituted, not only 
to give Praifc to the adorable Name of Jefus 9 alias 
of God , but alfo to banifh the hateful Vices of 
Blafphemy 9 Curjing , and profane Sweeping. 

It has been already mentioned, that the celebra- 
ted John Micon 9 was the firft who framed the Ro- 
fary of Jeftesy which he modelled after that of the 
Rofary of the BlefTed Virgin : For perceiving the 
happy Confequences, that have and daily do refult 
from the Rofary of the Mother of God, which was 
firft inftituted and preached by that bright Lumi- 
nary of the Church, St. Dominick , againft the Er- 
rors and Impieties of the Albigenjians 9 and the Im- 
moralities of the People, with the greateft fuccefsf, 

he 

* Benedict XIV. Alias Nos 9 &c. iflued 30th. Sep- 
timber, 1748. 

+ 44 By ihe Rofary of the Mother of God, St. Domh 
u nick drove out the unclean Spirit, (fays Pope Gregory 
H 5 ‘ “ IX ) 
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he refolved to tread the Steps of his holy Father, in 
the Inftitution and Formation of the Rofary of 
Jefus ; and accordingly forms the Devotion upon 
the fame Plan, dividing it into three Parts, each 
Part containing profound Meditations , facred Peti- 
tions, and devout Prayers . By its Meditations , we 
are reminded of what Jefus has done for us : By its 
Petitions , we are taught how to implore, and actual- 
ly do implore the divine Clemency to have Mercy 
on us. And laftlv, by its Prayers we are briefly 
reminded of thofe Myfteries we have been medita- 
ting upon, at the fame Time fervently praying, in 
virtue of thofe Myfteries of our Redemption, Mer- 
cy and Grace in this Life, and an happy Eternity 
in the next. What Form of Prayer can be more 
acceptable to Heaven, or profitable to us ? — A fur- 
ther Explanation of this heavenly Devotion will 
clearly prove it to be a moft powerful Form of 
Prayer. x 

As St. Paul informs us*, TTiat no one cm fay Lord 
'Jefus, (worthily) unlefs through the Holy Ghojl $ 
hence the Devotion begins with a brief Prayer to 
the Lord, to open and purify our Lips, that we 
may worthily announce its Praife, &c. We then 
proceed to the firft Part, of which the Rofary of the 
Name of Jefus is compofed, viz. Meditation . The 

impor- 

“ IX) he deftroyed the Lull of the Flefh, as with fpi- 
“ ritual Arrows, he broke in Pieces the ftony Hearts 
of the Ungodly : He made Heiefy and Error to fhake 
“ and tremble, and the Church of the Faithful to ex- 
i4 ujt for Joy.” Fons Sapiential 3 Julii 1235. And S. Pius, 
V. “ That the Faithlul being inflamed with rhefe Me- 
<4 ditations and Prayers (of the Rofary of the Blefled 
44 Virgin) they begun to be changed into other Men ; 
the darknefsof Herefy begun to vapifli, end the light 
of the Catholic Faith to fh:ne forth with greater 
41 Brightnefs,” ConfutverurJ. 27 Sept. 1569. 

* 1 Cor. xi;. 3. 



Digitized by Google 



( * 5 * ) 

importance of meditating on the Myfteries of Jefus 
Cbriji , appears irom St. PauPs Advice to Timothy * , 
when after giving him fome important Inftru&i- 
ons, he fays : Meditate on thefe Things , be employed 
in thefe Things \ that thy Proficiency may appear to all 
Men, 

What can be more ferviceable to a Chriftian 
Soul, than to meditate frequently on the moft im- 
portant Myfteries of our Redemption ; the Life, 
Death, Relurre&ion, &c. of our Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Cbriji ? What can fo readily relieve a Chrif- 
tian Soul from the burthenfome and unprofitable 
Thoughts of tranfitory Beings, than to elevate our 
Minds to the celeftial Regions, to contemplate the 
Majefty of a God, fo immenfely great in Himfelf, 
and beneficent to us ; particularly, in that wonder- 
ful Proof of his Love, which he has given us, in 
not fparing his only Son, that our Sins might be 
fatisfied for, and we become intitledto Manhons in 
his blefled Kingdom. 

So profitable are fuch Meditations to a Chriftian 
Soul, that the Catechifm of the Council of Trent 
admonifhes the Paftors of the Church, to exhort 
the Faithful and excite their Penitents daily to re- 
volve in their Minds, fomething of the Paflion of 
Chrift. Hence it is, that the Rofary of Jefus be- 
gins with Meditation , to the End, that the impor- 
tant Myfteries of our Redemption, fhould be fre- 
quently remembered and deeply imprefled on our 
Minds, which foaring above all earthly Beings by 
fuch divine Contemplations, we might duly difpole 
* ourfelves, to converfe with God himfelf, and wor- 
thily praife his facred Name. 

What a divine Employment ! to meditate on the 
five following joyful Myfteries, in the firft Part of 

the 

* i Tim. iv. 15. 
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the Rofary of Jefus : The Incarnation of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift; his Nativity y his Circumcifion \ his 
being found in the Temple ; and his Baptifm . By 
which Myfteries, we view him preparing for, and 
giving a Beginning to* the great Work of our 
Redemption. 

In the fecond Part we contemplate thoie tragical 
Scenes, that were a&ed at the Execution of the 
important Work of our Redemption, wherein is 
reprefented, how much Jtfus humbled himfelf and 
fuffered to expiate our Sins, in the following Myf- 
teries : The wajking the Feet of his DifcipTej ; his 
Prayer and bloody Sweat in the Garden ; his being 
apprehended , as if he had been a Malefaflor ; his 
carrying the Crofs ; and his defeent into Hell *. 

And in the third Part, we commemorate and 
meditate upon, his glorious Vidfory over Death* 
the Favours conferred on Mankind, and his coming 
to Judgment, in the following Myfteries of his 
RefurreElion ; Afcenfton\ the Defeent of the Holy 
Ghojl i the Coronation of the Blejfed rtrgin and 
Saints ; and his coming to Judgment . 

Thefe Meditations have been felefted from the 
moft fublime Truths* as beft adapted and moft 
fuitable to every Capacity : Though fublime, they 
are eafy ; though plain, they are full of Myfteries. 
In a Word, the (imple or lefs enlightened Minds 
fhall find the myfterious Truths fuificiently clear 
and cogent to engage them in the Adoration of 
God’s moft amiable Name : Whilft the moft acute 
Underftanding fhajl find wherewith to exercife it- 
i elf, and at length become abforbed in the Con- 
templation 

* That is, fays Sr, Thomas, tl into thofe Regions, 
•< where the Souls of the Juft were detained ” waiting 
the Arrival of the Son of God, to rife with him, and at- 
tend him into the Heavenly Hieru/alem. 3. p. q. 5 2. a. 2. 



OQle > 



( *53 ) 

temptation of God’s unfearchable Ways, and the 
unfpeakable Goodnefs of his all-facred Name. 

The Devouts of the Rofary fhould be mindful, 
in the Recital of the Devotion, not only to men-t 
tion the Myflery, but alfo the Meditation which 
immediately follows : ’Tis an eflential Part of the 
celebrated Devotion, and fhould not? be omitted by 
thofe who can read : Agreeable to what St. Paul 
fays, meditate on tbefe Things , be employed in thefe 
Things : That thy Proficiency may appear to all Men *. 

The pious Rofartft , after premifing one of the 
Myfteries, on which he is to meditate, then bieaks 
forth into vocal Prayer, of which its Petitions form 
a Part : For the Mind being prcvioufly difpofed by 
mental Prayer, the Mouth worthily addrefles the 
Lord, by a Repetition of the following Petition, 
Ten Times : O Jefus , Son of David > have Mercy 
on us. The Decade is terminated by Glory be to 
the Father , & c. and fo on for the firft Five Decades 
or Tens +. 

The fecond Part is alfo repeated in the fame 
Manner, with its refpe&ive Myfteries, and the 
following Petition : O Jefus of Nazareth King of 
the Jews , have Mercy on us. 

The 

* i Tim. iv. 15. 

+ Which are ufually and regularly repeated by the 
Affiftance of a Pair of Beads, confiding of five Decades 4 
or Tens, wheieby the Faithful (efpeciaily thofe who 
cannot read, or where there is a Congregation) are 
brought to recite the facred Devotion with Harmony 
and Regularity : For Indance, each Time that you 
repeat Jefus , Son of David, have Mercy on us, you let 
pafs a Mark or Stone ; and when arrived at the 
Eleventh, which is larger than any of the other Ten, 
you are then filently told to finifti the Decade with 
Glory be to the Father , &c. 
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The third Part is recited in the fame Manner, as 
the former, with its peculiar Myfteries, and the 
following Petition : O Jefus, Son of the living God , 
have Mercy on us. 

From thefe Petitions we are encouraged to hope 
the moft fignal Bleffings, as they have already in- 
conteftibly proved their Efficacy. If we afk the 
blind Men, mentioned in the Gofpel *, what Sue- 
cefs they had, when they addreffed the Saviour of 
the World, in thefe Words : Lord, Son of David, 
have Mercy on us : Or the Cananean Woman, who 
petitioned in the like Words, that her Daughter 
mjght be difpoflefled of the Devil f. She will 
inform you, that her Daughter was immediately 
cured : And the Blind Men will gratefully confefs, 
that they inftantly received their Sight. Signal 
Wonders may indeed be expe&ed from this Peti- 
tion, becaufe, as the Evangelift St. John fays, 
\ Every Spirit that confejfeth Jefus Cbrifl to have 
come in the Flejh , is of God. They, np Doubt, 
appertain to God, who make fo noble and pious a 
Confeffion of the Humanity of Jefus Chrift. 

If you alk St. Peter , what was the Confequence 
of a devout Invocation of Jefus of Nazareth ? 
He will allure you, that in Virtue of it, he gave 
to a Man, who had been a Cripple from his Mo- 
ther’s Womb, the perfeft Ufe of all his Limbs, 
in thefe Words : §/;; the Name of Jefus Chrift of 
Nazareth , rife up, and walk. 

And let St. Matthew recount to you, the lingu- 
lar Reward and Honour conferred on St. Peter, 
for declaring Jefus Chrift, to be the Son of the 
living God. He tells you, that the Redeemer was 

fo 

* Matth. xx. 30, 31. f Mattluxr. 22. 

J 1 John iv. 2. $ Ads iii. 6. 
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fo pleafed with his noble Confeflion, that he ap- 
pointed him, Prince of the Apoftles, and the Rock 
upon which he would build his Churchy with this 
folemn and abfolute Promife : That the Gates 
of Hell Jhall not prevail againjl it * ; And obtained 
for him the following Information and Aflurance 
from the Mouth of Jefus Chrift himfelf, as St. 
Luke informs us f, Simon , Simon , behold Satan hath 
defired eamejlly to have you , that he may fift you as 
Wheat ; but I have prayed for thee y that thy Faith fail 
not , and thou being once converted , confirm thy Brethren. 

No Wonder that the moft fignal Favours fhall 
be heaped on the Soul, which worthily proclaims 
Jefus to be the Son of the living God : For, as the 
Evangel ift St. John fays : Who fever fhall confefs 
that Jefus is the Son of God , God abideth in him , 
and he in God % . 

Laftlv, each Part of the heavenly Devotion is 
concluded with a moft pious Prayer, which re- 
minds us of the Myfteries we have contemplated, 
and at the fame Time we befeech Jefus in Virtue 
of them, to fhower down his Bleflings upon us ; 
as may be fully feen in the Rofary of Jefus . 

I know not any Obje&ion that can be made 
againft this heavenly Form of Prayer, except the 
frequent Repetition of its Petitions . This Objec- 
tion muft appear frivolous and trifling, when we 
Confider, that we cannot too often repeat what is 
always and unqueftionably good, and that a fre- 
quent Repetition of the fame Words, is warranted 
by holy Writ : Did not David in his 135th Pfalm 
repeat no lefs than 27 Times, the very fame 
Words : Becaufe his Mercy is for ever? Did not 
the Blind Men; mentioned in the Gofpel, receive 

their 

* Matth. xvi. 18. f xxii. 31, 32. 

x 1 John iv. 15. 
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their Sight, by crying out again and again, Lord, 
Son of David , have Mercy on us*? Nor truly, 
can we poor miferable Sinners, blinded by Paffi- 
ons, too often call upon Jefus, the Light of the 
World, to difpel thofe thick Clouds that darken 
our Minds ; we cannot too often intreat him to 
enlighten our Underftandings, and have Mercy 
on us. Nay, did not our divine Matter himfelf, 
when praying with the greateft Fervour in the 
Garden of Olives , f pray the third Time , faying tht 
fame Words ? Who then, can objed to a Repeti- 
tion of thofe heavenly Petitions of the Rofary of 
the Name of Jefus , which exprefs fo Angular a 
Refped for, and Confidence in, his all-gracious 
Name? To praife the moft amiable and auguft 
Name of the Lord, is an indifpenfible Duty, 
ftrongly inculcated by all the infpired Writers, and 
enforced by the ftrideft Ties of Duty, Gratitude , 
Inter ejl, Necejftty, &c. as has been already fet forth 
Chap. IV. 

And as it is a Duty, equally interefting, to 
avoid the Profanation of God’s moft awful Name, 
fo there cannot be a more effectual Means to banilh 
thofe hateful Vices, contrary to the Refped due 
to it, than by the conftant Practice of the oppofite 
Virtues : For, as Darknefs is difpelled by Light ; 
Cold by Heat ; Drunkennefs by Sobriety ; in like 
Manner, as the moft holy and auguft Name of the 
Lord is repeatedly profaned and abufed by Oaths, 
Execrations, and Blafphemies ; fo the atrocious 
Crimes can never be more effe&ually removed, 
than by repeatedly addreffing and praifing his ado- 
rable Name, with that celebrated Form of Prater, 
the Rofary of Jefus — And as the damnable Cut- 
torn of Curling, Swearing and Blafpheming, is 

con- 

• Matth. xx. 30, f Matth. xxvi. 44. 
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contracted by aflociating and converfing with 
Curfers, Swearers, and Blafphemers ; fo, to over- 
come the hateful Cuftom, you muft not only de- 
cline their Company, but it would prove highly 
conducive to the Removal of thofe (hocking Vices, 
to aflociate with the devout Members of the fa- 
cred Sodality , who are particularly mindful to 
praife God’s moft adorable Name. 

They muft indeed be abandoned Sinners who 
can object to the Praifes due to the moft venerable 
Name of the Lord, or to a Repetition of them : 
Their Obje&ions can have Weight only with 
Libertines and Unbelievers, who regardlefs of the 
Refpedt due to the fupreme Being; or the Atten- 
tion due to the important Concern of Salvation, 
arc ever ready to encourage Impiety and promote 
Immorality : who are fond to ridicule, condemn 
and fupprefs whatever may tend to forward folid 
Piety and promote a due Refpedfc to the moft holy 
Name of God. 

But for a Chriftian, a Difciple of Jefus Chrift, 
who humbly hopes for Salvation, through the Me- 
rits of his moft facred Name, no Employment 
is more praife-worthy or neceflary, than to offer 
Praife and Thankfgiving to his moft adorable 
Name : Nothing more prudent, than to make 
Choice of a Form of Prayer, the Rofary of the 
Name of Jefus> which is entirely calculated for 
that glorious End : A Devotion efficacious to 
Admiration : A Form of Phiyer highly extolled 
by the Church, and ftrenuoully recommended to 
the Faithful ! 

Refolve then, to make daily the acceptable Of- 
fering, of that moft holy and celebrated Devotion 
of the Rofary , and with grateful Hearts fay to 
God ; So will I png a Pfalm to thy Name for ever : 

that 
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that I may pay my Vcws from Day to Day*. Such 
a divine Employment will caufe Heaven to be at- 
tentive to the devout Rofarifts : Their Petitions 
will be granted in this Life, and eternal Happinefs 
will afiuredly await them in the next. Yes, 
Chriftian Reader, their Happinefs has been long 
fince foretold by the Rcwai Pfalmift, in thefe 
Words : \ Blsjpd is the Man whofe Trujl is in the 
Name of the Lord. 



CHAP. XVII. 

Motives to engage us to enter into the f acred Sodality, 
and to recite frequently the Rofary of the Name of 
Jesus. 

W HEN we reflect on the Excellency, Sanc- 
tity, and Efficacy of the Name of Jefus , 
and how much we are bound to praife it : When 
we recolleft, how effectually the Rofary and Soda- 
lity contribute to the Difcharge of that Chriftian 
Duty ; it will feem needlefs to expatiate on a Sub- 
ject fo felf-evident, or to recommend an Inftitu- 
tion, which every Chriftian fhould, with open 
Arms, embrace. A few Motives may, however, 
be affigned to help weak Minds, and encourage 
them to the heavenly Undertaking. 

The firft is, that by being infcribed in the Sodality , 
they become Partakers of the good Works done 
by the Members of it, in all Parts of the World. 
What an Happinefs ! That you, whether afleep 
or awake ; whether Abroad or at Home ; whether 
on Sea or Land ; whether in Sicknefs, unable to 
affift yourfelves, or in Health, perhaps unmindful 

of 

. * Pfal. lx. 9. + Ffal. xxxix. 5. 
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of God, your Converfion, your fpiritual and tem- 
poral Welfare, are prayed for by your Bre- 
thren, the Members of the facred Sodality ; who 
are mutually bound to pray for each other, though 
in the moft diftant Parts of the Globe. Add to 
this, that by being infcribed, you become inti tied 
to fhare of the Treafures of the Church, (Indul- 
gences, Privileges and Favours) fo plentifully 
granted by the ropes, the Vicars of Jefus Chrijl 
upon Earth, to all and every of the Brethren duly 
difpofed to receive them. 

The fecond Motive is, that a conftant Recital 
of the Rofary of the Name of Jefus , will remind 
us of the principal Myfteries of our Redemption : 
No Refleftion more necefiary or important. 

Thirdly, the Confideration of your own Intereft, 
fhould impel you to an Entrance into the one, and 
to a frequent Repetition of the other : For, what can 
more effe&ually move Heaven to fhower down its 
Bleflings upon us ? Jefus , whilft upon Earth, did 
not refufe any Petition duly made in his Name : Is 
he lefs exorable now ? Or is his holy Name lefs 
efficacious ? No : for, he is equally ready now to 
receive our Petitions, and to grant them : Though 
the Lord has afeended into Heaven, he did not 
mean to leave us Orphans : For he promifes to re- 
main with us, unto the Confummation of Ages . 
He has indeed afeended, not to abandon us, but 
to prepare Manfions for us, in his heavenly King- 
dom, where he fits at the right Hand of his Al- 
mighty Father, to plead for us : Conftantly exhi- 
biting his Wounds, which he ftill bears on his 
glorious Body, in perpetual Remembrance of 
what he has luffered, in Confequence of his all- 
faving Name, which proclaimed him the Saviour 
of Mankind $ thereby to engage his eternal Father 

mer- 
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mercifully to look down upon thofe, who fliall 
gratefully praife and glorify it. Nay, Jefus 9 the 
Wifdom of the eternal Father, allures you, that 
If two of you Jhall agree together on Earthy about any 
one Thing they Jhall ajk\ it Jhall be granted them of 
tny Father , who is in Heaven . For where two or 
three are gathered together in my Name 9 there am I 
in the midjl of them *. 

Can any Thing be more inviting or prefling to 
enter into an holy AfTociation to praife his adora- 
ble Name, than this his kind Declaration ? Re- 
member, Chriftian Reader, ’tis not a weak, mor- 
tal Man, whofe Powers are confined to very narrow 
Limits, that gives you this Affurance, or makes 
the unlimited Promife : But *tis Jcftsy Son 
of the living God himfelf, whofe rower ena- 
bles him, whofe Goodnefs inclines him, and whofe 
Veracity obliges him to grant the Requefts of hi9 
faithful Servants, made in his Name . If you ajk 
me any Thing in my Namey fays Jefus Chrift, I will 
do iff. Can Words be more expreflive of his 
determined Refolution to grant, unlimited every 
Blefling humbly and perfeverantly afked, through 
tire Merits of his moft adorable Name ? 

In what Light then, are we to confider the de- 
vout Clients of the Rofary? What Opinion are 
we to form of the Efficacy of their Prayers ? Or 
to what ihall we compare them, when aflembled 
in his Namey and on bended Knees, we view and 
hear them celebrating the Praifes of his facred 
Name, by a devout Recital of the Rofary of 
Jefus l It their Hearts fpeak the Language of 
their Mouths, I can compare them to nothing lefs, 
than to the Angels and Saints of Paradife, who 
with one Voice, moft harmonioufly concelebrate 

tho 

• Matth. xviii. 19, 20. f John xiv. 14. 
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the Praifes of the moft adorable Name of their God : 
for as Blafphemers, Curfers and profane Swearers 
refemble the Damned by the Vices of Blafphemy, 
Curfing and Swearing, and their hateful Language 
proclaims them to be of the Number of the Ac- 
curfed, fo they, on the contrary, who conftantly 
praife the glorious Name of Jefus, bear the ftrong- 
eft Refemblance of the Angels and Saints of Para- 
dife : Their angelic Language foretels their future 
Rewards, and becomes a fure Prefage of future 
Glory. Hence the Royal Prophet thus joyfully 
exprefles himfelf : I will fing Praife to thee in the 
Sight of the Angels : I will Worjhip towards thy holy 

Temple y and 1 will give Glory to thy Name for 

thou hajl magnified thy holy Name above all*. 

Such a Demeanour befpeaks them to be Inhabi- 
tants of another Region : The Earth feems tranf- 
formed into Heaven : Men into Angels or Saints ! 
And to crown all, they are blefled with the Prefence 
of Jefus Chrift : for where two or three are gathered 
together in my Name , fays he, there am I in the 
midjl of themf. O powerful Form of Prayer! 
which can thus effe&ually prevail on the Son of 
the living God, to defcend from Heaven, to blefs 
the pious Supplicants with his Prefence, and grant 
their Requefts ! What an Happinefs for the devout 
Rofarifts ! 

Do not perfiiade yourfelves, that the Recital of 
the Rjofary of Jefus^ will interfere with, or inter- 
rupt vour worldly Bufinefs ; nay, on the contrary, 
it will prove a powerful Means to procure a Bleffing 
on your honeft Endeavours : And, if you mean to 
pray at all, you cannot make Ufe of a more effi- 
cacious, nor fcarcely a more brief Form of Prayer : 
Though brief, it is powerful: though plain, it 

abounds 

* Pfal. cxxxvii. a, 3. + M&tth. xviii. 20. 
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abounds with Myftcries ; and may be repeated at 
Home or Abroad ; by Sea or by Land ; in the 
Chapel, or private Chamber, kneeling, {landing 
or walking, yet the moft devout Attitude is recom- 
mended, as the Name of Jefus is fo frequently 
repeated, at which every Knee Jhould bend. 

It is a Devotion of fuch a Nature, that not only 
the Orthodox, but the Heterodox Believers, may 
recite it, without infringing upon their Principles : 
The ojfenfive Sound of an Intercejfor, is not fo 
much as hinted at ; the Supplication being made 
immediately to Jefus Cbrijl himfelf, praying him 
to have Mercy on us. Hence, all and every of our 
feparated Brethren, who admit the Ufe cf vocal and 
mental Prayer, muft approve it. A Repetition of 
it, therefore, is moft earneftly recommended to 
them — Who can pretend to fay, that it may not 
prove the happy Means of enlightening their Un- 
derftandings, and difpofing their Minds fo as, that 
the Light cf the Gofpel may Jhine unto them, and en- 
gage them in an Unity of Faith with us, firmly 
believing in or& Lord , one Faiths and one Baptifm* : 
For, if a devout Invocation of Lord y Son of David, 
have mercy on me , gave Sight to the Blind f, why 
may we not hope the like Blefling for fuch of our 
diftenting Brethren, as* petition in the fame Words, 
with the like Faith, Humility, and Fervency ? 
For, whatever is afked in his Name, {hall be 
granted, by him, whofe JVill is , that all Men be 
faved, and that they come to the Acknowledgment of 
Truth%. 

But, whilft we are thus encouraged to petition ■ 
for Favours in the Name of the Lord, with an 
Aflurance of obtaining our Requeft, we muft be 

ex- 

* Ephef. jV. 5. *|* Match, xx. 34. 

$ 1 Tim. ii. 4. 
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extremely careful, that no fordid Intereft lurks at 
the bottom ; that what we afk, be not with a View 
to gratify our Pallions, to indulge Pride and 
luxury, or any other inordinate End—- -To fuch 
PetiMrsJt/us will anfwer j hitherto you have not 
ojked any thing in my Name*, 

If then, you petition for any temporal Good, let 
rtbemadew.th an humble Deference to the Will 
of God : for Inftance, if you petition for Riches, 
let it be accompanied with this Condition, provi! 
aed the Pofleflion of them would tend to God’s 
Honour, and your eternal Welfare: Let this your 
Petition be alfo animated with an Intention, either 
to pay your Debts, or that ycu may be enabled to 
hye according to that Sphere of Life, wherein 
God has been pleafed to place you; with a Refo- 
lution, to expend any Redundancy in the Relief 
° f diftrefled fellow-creature, (fc. If the 
™ r "? d Co “P le P ra y *» Heaven for an Offspring 
let it be made With an humble Submiffion to God’s 
holy Will and, provided the Child would prove 
his ferthful Servant. Rachael importuned for a 
Child, without Refignation to the Will of God • 

Children . tJ"} "? W ° U , ld ^ ^ had ™ 

Children . The Lord at length, tired with her 

Importunities, granted her Requeft : with the 
SI Child-bearing Ihe received the Summons 
of Death : fhe brought forth a Child, but lived 
not to foe it ; Benont or Benjamin was fcarcely born 
when (he died So that Rachael was, almofLt 
fame Time, a Mother and a Corpfe. This Exam- 
ple is recorded + to teach future Generations that 

-» * 

* • this 

J°h° XV1 * 24. f Gen. xxjmt. 
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this Condition, viz. provided, the Enjoyment of 
them, fiiall tend to God’s Honour and your eter- 
nal Welfare. It is then, your Requefts will be 
granted, and your Defires crowned with Succefs ; 
as Jtfus 9 who is ever faithful to his Promife, af- 
fures you : If you ajk me any Thing in my Name , I 
will do it*. What ftronger Inducements can be 
required to engage you to celebrate the Praifes of 
his mod adorable Name, than a fclemn and un- 
limited Promife of granting whatever you afk, 
provided, it tends to his Honour and your eternal 
Welfare? 

Some Perfons are apt to be alarmed, nay and 
perhaps fometimes defpond, when after their re- 
peated Supplications to Heaven, in the Name of 
the Lord, they think their Petition is not granted ; 
becaufe they obtain not what they requeft. They 
fhould however humbly and chearfully perfevere in 
fiibmitting to the Will of God, and not repine or 
murmur, though their Requefts feem to be denied : 
Bccaufe the Lord, at Times refufmg to gratify 
your Defires, confers a Blejfmg. For, to what 
End do you pray to the Lord and petition in his 
Name ? But firft, to glorify God ; and fecondly, 
to obtain Happinefs here, and hereafter. 

Hence, any Petition made for a temporal Good, 
which by being abufed, would impede that Hap- 
pinefs, is much better refufed, than granted ; and 
will more effectually anlwer the End of your 
Prayers *5 which is, to obtain fuch temporal Blef- 
fings, as will enable you to work your Salvation 
with Safety : for Inftance, you perhaps pray the 
Lord to grant you an affluent Fortune; he feems 
deaf to ycur Supplications, and refufes to grant 
your Requeft : Becaufe, he clearly forefees, that 

fueh 



* John xiv. 14. 
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fuch temporal Bleffings would be abufed : They 
would caufe you to live unmindful of God, and 
to think only how to gratify frail Nature in all its 
finful Defires — Experience proy^s this to be Daily 
the Cafe. Hence, as God’s, infinite Knowledge 
informs him, what would really tend to your Wel- 
fare, fohis wonderful Goodnefs prevents him grant- 
ing to his faithful Servants, what Ihort-fighted 
ignorant Man may efteem a Blefling, which if 
obtained, would prove a certain Evil, It is how- 
ever an incontcftible Truth, that the Lord will 
never abandon his faithful Servants ; for as the 
Royil Prophet allures us : The Lord is become a 
Refuge for the Poor : A Helper in due Time in Tri- 
bulation . And let them trujl in Thee who know thy 
' Name : For thou hajl not forfaken them that feek 
Thee , O Lord *. , 

We may indeed, with great fafety, petition Tor 
God’s Grace, in this Life, and an happy Eternity 
in die next ; becaufe we are warranted 10 to do, in 
the following Words : Who fever fall invoke the 
Name of thft Lord^fall be faved , fays the Apoftle of 
Nations f. It is not however,' to be thought, that 
a cold or luke-warm Invocation of it, will be.at- 
’ tended with that inexprefiible Blefiing : no; for 
the Apoftle means, fays the bright Luminary of 
the Church, St. Thomas , a devout and conftant In- 
vocation of it : u Hence,” fays the holy Do&or, 
invoke the Name of the Lord worthily, invoke 
“ it perfeverantly, and your Salvation will be fe- 
u cure.” 

If then, worldly Cares fliall,at Times, interrupt 
or diftraft you ; if bad Company attempt to dif- 
fuade you; or the Devil, in any Ihape, by his Wiles 
endeavour to prevent a conftant Recital of the fa- 
I cred 

* Pfalm ix. 10, 1 1. + Rom. x. 13. 



Digitized by Gooole 




( i«J ) 

^rcJ Devotion of the Rofary , by reprefen ting, that 
your Prayers are not heard ; that they are unaccep- 
table to God, and fo forth ; thereby to lead you 
dnto a State of Defpondency and Diftruft in the 
Mercy and Goodnefs of Jefus : Be on your Guard 
againft fuch diabolical Suggeftions, againft the 
Snares of the infernal Enemy, who is continually 
going about feeicing whom he may devour : Re- 
double your Addreffe to God’s moft facred Name, 
and remember to imitate the Ferfevcrance of the 
Mud Mm mentioned in the Golpel *, who,, being 
informed that Jffat was paffing by, prayed him 
thus, with a loud Voice: Lord, Son of David, !xn>e 
mrrcy on us. Their Companions fought every 
Opportunity to filence them ; they rebuked them, 
that they fbould bold their Peace > but the more they 
oppofed them, the more they cried aloud ; Lord, 
Son of David \ have mercy on vs. When behold, fo 
pieanng was this Petition, and the frequent Repe- 
tion of it, to the Son of God, that as a Reward of 
both, Jtjus commands the blind Men to approach 
liim, ana inftantly reftoues to them their Sight. 

Such are the admirable Proofs of God’s amazing 
Goodnefs, to animate you, and future Generations, 
•to an Imitation of the blind Men’s Peifeverance 
in addreffing his moft /acred Name, which he pro- 
mifes to crown with a Grant of the defired Bief- 
iing: His infinite Goodnefs inclines trim, his Om- 
nipotence enables him, and his Veracity obliges 
him to grant whatever is afked, worthily and perfe- 
verantly, in his Name; provided always, that it 
tends to his Honour and your own Welfare. 

CHAP. 

. * Matth.yXX. 30, 3 1. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 



The Indulgences , and Privileges granted to the Jldcm- 
bers of the Sodality of the mof Holy Name of 
JESUS. 

O U R pious Mother, the Church, ever lofc- 
licitous to promote theRefpe# due to God!s 
molt venerable Name, and vigilant to. engage the 
Faithful in the Practice of iuch Worts, as moft 
effectually tend thereto, animates her Children to 
an Entrance into the facred Sodality, and to a fre- 
quent Recital of the Rofary of Jefus, by a folemn 
Approbation of both* : and generouffy opens her 

iuexhauftible Treasures, which flje plentifully dif- 
penfes to fuch, as (hall enter into the facred Soda- 
lity, and praife the Name of the moft High, by an 
humble and conifant Offering of the Rofary , fa- 
cred to the moft holy Name of Jefus. 

Convinced of their Excellency to praife the 
Name of the Lord, and their Effiqacy to (an&ify a 
Chriftian Soul, (he exerts every Effort , to engage 
the Faithful in the Practice of fitch meritorious 
Works. What Indulgences and Privileges has, /he 
not granted ? What Graces and Favours does the 
not beftow on the devout Clients, Members of the 
facred Sodality ! But before we outer into a {JetaiJ 
©f thofe Indulgences y &c. it appears necellary to p re- 
mife fomething with regard to Indulgences, thereby 
I 2 to 

• As appears in the feveral Declarations of Popes ; 
efpecially Pius IV. S. Pius V. Gregory Xll\. Paul V. 
Innocent XI. BtneliB XIII. and la(t)y Benedict XIV. 
Ad Execrabile, See. jeth of Aii£U$, 1748. Et alias 
Nos, be. 30th September, 1748. 
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to remove fome erroneous Opinions, relative to 
Indulgences , conceived by ignorant Catholics, as 
well as prejudiced Proteftants. 

Our feparated Brethren would fain perfuade us 
to think, that we believe Indulgences to be 44 Par- 
44 dons granted by the Pope for Sins to come, or 
44 Leave obtained, by Money, to commit Sin,” 
The Church afliimes no fuch Power, nay, on the 
contrary, holds fuch damnable DoArine in the ut- 
moft Abhorrence. What the Church has declared 
relative to Indulgences may be known by the 
following Declaration of the Council of 7 ; rent : 
44 The moft Holy Synod declares, that the Power 
44 of granting Indulgences was given by Chrift to 
44 the Church ; that the Church hath made Ufe of 
44 this Power from the earlieft Times ; that the 
44 Practice of them is moft wholfome to the 
44 Faithful, and approved of by Sacred Councils; 
44 that thofe who affirm, that they are ufelefs^ or 
44 deny, that there is in the Church a Power of 
44 granting them, are excommunicated by the 
44 moft -Holy Synod?.” 

Hence it is, that as the holy Council of Trent 
has defined, 44 that the Power of granting Indul- 
44 gences was given by Chrift to his Church,” it 
cannot be fuppofed, (without Blafphemy) that 
Chrift, who is San&ity and Goodnefs rtfelf, 
could poffibly impower the Head of his Church, 
or any other Perfon, to grant Leave to commit 
Sin. The Spoufe of Jefus Chrift, his Church, 
neither does, nor can prefume fuch a Power, 
which would caft indelible Infamy and Reproach 
on that holy, learned, and illuftrious Body, which 
Jefus has folemnly promifed to preferve from Errors 

againft 

* ScflV-25. 
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againff Faith, by declaring, that the Gates of Hell 
Jball not prevail againjl it*. > 

Befides, what the Church means or understands 
by an Indulgence , according to its received Doc- 
trine f, is only a releafing or Remiffion of fuch 
temporal Pains or Punilhments, as remain to be 
fatisfied for, after the Sin is forgiven in the Sacra- 
ment of Peilance : granted by the Church out of 
the fuperabundant Merits and Satisfactions of 
Jefus Chrift and his Saints, which are the inex- 
hauflible Treafures of the Church. 

That a temporal Punifhment remains to be fa- 
tisfied for, after the Guilt of Sin and eternal, 
Puniflinient due to it, are remitted, appears evi-. 
dently in the 2d Book of Kings y chap. xii. wher^L 
we read : That after the Prophet Nathan had af- 
fured Davidy on the Part of God, in thefe Words : 
The Lord hath taken Away thy Sin ; notwithftanding 
the Prophet declares, that David muft fuffer a 
temporal Punifliment, in the Death of his Son, 
the Fruit of his Adultery : Neverthelefs , becaufe 
you have given Occajion to the Enemies of the Lord to 
Blafphemey for this Things the Child that is born of 
theey Jhall Jurely die . Hence, the royal Penitent 
humbly prayed the Lord, Night and Day, in thefe 
Words : JVajh me farther from my Iniquity , and 
Cleanfe me from my Sin %. That is, not only from 
the Crime, and the eternal Punifhment, (which 
were remitted, according to the Prophet Nathan ) 
but from the temporal runifhments due to it. 
Nay, is not the Sin of our Proto-parent, Adam , 
though forgiven him, dreadfully punilhed in him- 
felf and his Pofterity, even with temporal Death ? 
Thus to remind us Daily, that though the Sin be 
I 3 for- 

• Matth. xvi. 18. f S. Tho. Suppl. q. 25. *. 1. 
t Pfal. I. 4. 
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forgiven, it does not follow, that the temporal 
Pun i foment is alfo remitted. 

That Chrift has impowered his Church to re- 
kafe us from thofe temporal Punifoments which 
remain due, after our aftual Sins are forgiven, 
(which is what we mean by an Indulgence ) appears 
from the unlimited Power, wherewith he invefted 
St. Peter and his Succeflors, in the following 
Words : IVhatfoever thou Jbalt loofe upon Earthy 
Jhall be loafed alfo in Heaven *. Chrm himfelf + 
granted a Plenary Indulgence to St. Mary Mag- 
dalen , the Samaritan Woman ; and to the penitent 
Thief, when hanging on the Crofs, in thefc 
Words : This Day Jbalt thou be with me in Paradife 
whereby his Sufferings were declared at an End. 

The Church, m its very Infancy, made Ufe 
of the Power grahted to it by Jefus Chrift ; wk- 
nefs St. Pauly who releafed me mccftuous Corin- 
thian from the Penahce or temporal Punifoments 
he was to undergo, on Account of the heinous 
Crime he committed : / pardoned him for your fake, 
(fays the Apoftk to the Corinthians) in the Perfon 
of Chrijl^. As if the Apoftle had faid, as a cer T 
tain Interpreter obfervea|| , 44 Now as you have 
“ pardoned him by my Inftru&ions, and have 
44 received him again into your Communion, I 
44 alfo pardon him and confirm what you have done 
44 for your fake , as Well as for his, and difpenfe 
44 with any further Severities of a longer Penance, 
44 which he deferved, fays St. Chryfojlom . And I 
44 do this ip the Perfon of Chrijly by that Power 
44 and Authority derived from Chrijly which he 

44 left 

* Matth. xvi. 19. + Wigant Exam. iii. de 

lndulg.Tra6t.xiv. t Luke xxiii. 43. 

$ 2 Cor if. 10. j) Wetham, Annot. 4. 
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w left to his Apoftles, when- her faid, Matth. xviiir 
w 1 8. P Vhatfoever you Jhall hoje upon Earth , Jhall be 
“ looped in Heaven , &c. Not only ip the Sight of 
* c Men, fays St. Chryfojlom, but in the Sight of 
“ God, who hath given us this Power.” 

Hence it is, that as Chri/l gave to his Apoftles 
and their Succeflbrs, a Power, in his Name, to 
forgive Sins and the eternal Punifhment due to. 
them, in thefe Words r PPHoefe Sins you Jhall for - 
five, they are forgiven them * : So the Power of 
forgiving the temporal Pains or Punifhments is 
granted, in the following Words : PVhatfoever 
thou Jhalt loofe on Earthy Jhdl be loafed alfo in. Hea- 
ven +. 

Thus do?s it evidently appear, from Scripture, 
from the Deeifioos of general Councils, and the 
firm Belief of the Fathers and Do&ors of the 
Church,, that Chrift has inverted her with a Power 
to grant Indulgences, or a Remiffion of the tern-* 
poral Punifhments due to actual Sin, alifeady for^ 
given ; and confecpiently, that thofe Indulgences 
are not what our Adverfaries moft unjuftly and 
flanderoufly report them tQ be, viz . 44 So many 
44 Licences to commit Sin,” &c. Nor are InduU 
gences what ignorant Catholics take them to be, 
44 fo many Remiffions of Sins, or the eternal 
44 Punifhment due to them For, an Indulgence 
fuppofes Sin, and the eternal Punifhment due to it, 
already forgiven ; and can only remit fuch tempo- 
ral Pains or Punifhments as remain to be fatished 
for, after the Sin is forgiven in the Sacrament of 
Penance . 

The Power of releafing or forgiving thofe tem- 
poral Pains or Punifliments was alfo exercifed by 
the primitive Bijbops , in Favour of public Penitents : 
I 4 for 

• John xx. $3. Match, xvi. 19. 
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for they often fhortened the Time of their Penance, 
upon the Interceflion of the holy ConfeJJors y who 
were in Prifon, and had fuffered great Torments 
for the Faith of Chrijl. The Church (inverted 
always with the fame Power) has, in fucceeding' 

A g es, remitted the temporal Punifhment, in Imi- 
tation of St. PauL> and continues now to do the 
fame, when fhe finds her Children duly difpofed 
by Prayer, Almfdeeds, by frequent and worthy 
Confeffions and Communions, in fhort, by com- 
plying with fuch Works of Piety and Penance, as 
fhe preferibes ; fhe then prcffingly invites them to 
fhare the Riches of her Treafures, whereby they 
become enabled to difeharge the remaining Debt 
due to their Sins, left they be obliged to fuffer 
for them in the frightful Prifon of Purgatory . 

Hence, the Church, to induce her Children to 
an Entrance into the facred Sodality , and to a 
frequertt Repetition of the moft h*Jly Devotion of 4 

the Rofary of the Name of Jtfusy fo pleafing to | 

his infinite Majefty, faithfully promifes to enrich 
them with her fpiritual Treafures, which, when 
applied in 'a plenary Maimer, and are worthily 
received by .the pious Chriftian, he becomes ena- 
bled to difeharge all temporal Pains or Punifhments, 
which yet reiftain to be fatisfied for — Sin and the 
eternal Punifhments due to it, being already re- 
mitted in the Sacrament of Penance . 

Thus -the pious ‘Rofarifts, by properly Confef- 
fing their Crimes a*nd devoutly receiving the moft. 
holy Sacrament -of the Eucharijl^ obtain a Remif- 
fion of their Sins and the eternal Punifhment due j 

to them : and by the Benefit reaped from a plenary 
Indulgence, all temporal Pains or Punifhments are 
forgiven. S 6 that if a Member of the Sodality of 
the moft holy Name of Jefus, denarts this Life, 



Digitized by Google 




( i73 ) 

in that happy State (not having Sin to anfwer for ; 
temporal or eternal runifliments to fuffer) his Soul 
fhall immediately afcend into the Regions of Blifs 
and Glory, to fee and enjoy God for an endlefs 
Eternity. What an Happinefe for the devout 
Clients of the Rofary / 

As there are not only plenary , but alfb particu- 
lar Indulgences of 7 Years, of an 100 Days, of 
Quarantines , & c. granted to the Brethren of the 
Sodality , ’tis proper the Reader fhould be ac- 
quainted with what is to be underftood by thefe 
feveral Indulgences. 

The antient Canons afligned fevere facramental 
Penances, that is. Penances to be injoined by 
Confeflors *. For every grievous S in, j even Y ears 
of Penance. — An Indulgence of feven Years cor- 
refponds to, and remits the Penance injoined for 
feven Years, For other Sins, it appointed forty 
Days Faft on Bread and Water, and other peni-. 
tential Works : And for the Remiflion of this, a 
Quarantine , or forty Days Indulgence was applied. 
For a very atrocious or .capital Crime, a forty 
Days rigorous Faft was injoined, and feven Years 
Penitence : For Inftance, whofoever was guilty 
of the Sin of Perjury , or induced others to com- 
mit it, was obliged to Faft forty Days on Bread 
and Water, and to do Penance for feven Years, 
Such were the Pains or Punifhments injoined by 
the antient penitential Canons of the Church. 
Which fevere Penances the Church was obliged 
to mitigate, in after Ages, for weighty Reafons y 
and fupplied the Deficiency by the Interpofition or 
Application of Indulgences. 

A plenary Indulgence then, is a gracious Con- 
Cefliori of the Church, whereby we may gain a 
I 5 full 

• Wigant da Indulg. Tratt. xlv. Ex. iii. 
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full Remiflion of all the temporal Pains and 
Punifhments, that remain due to attual Sin, al- 
ready forgiven ; provided we punctually obferve 
what (he preferibes, in order to obtain it. When 
a plenary Indulgence is granted in Form of Jubilee 
(as is granted to the Brethren of the facred Sodality 
of the Name oijefus) it is attended with many 
lingular Graces, Favours, and Privileges : whereas 
a particular Indulgence remits only fo much of 
the temporal Punifhments, as is Specified : For 
Inftance, an Indulgence of ioo Days remits ^he 
temporal Pains or Punifhments, that were to be 
fuffered for ioo Dap, life. 

The Works injoined by the Church, for gain- 
ing an Indulgences mull be punctually performed, 
and in the State of Grace, at leaf! the laft of them, 
with a pure Intention, and free from every vitiating 
C ire um fiance, which may render them evil ii% 
-themfelves : For, he who gives Akns out of vain 
Glory, prays through Hypocrify, or performs any 
of the injoined good Wcrks, more to indulge 
Vanity or his own private Pleafure, than for 
Devotion’s Sake, merits not the Indulgence. 

It is to be obferved, that on Account -of the 
following Claufe, being truly penitents confers re- 
ceive and vifit the Church er Chapels which is ufually 
inferted in Bulls and Briefs for the granting of 
Indulgences, a Difficulty was proposed to die late 
Pope Clement XlII ; whether, - in Consequence of 
the before-mentioned Claufe, an Indulgence can 
be obtained, without facramental Confoilion, by 
fuch Perfons, as are not confcious of any mortal 
Sin, fince their laft Confeffion ? 

The fovereign Pontiff, to remove Doubts and 
Anxieties, on the 9th of Decembers 1763, granted 
an Indulto (or Privilege) to all the Faithfuls who are 

mind - 
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mindful , by a frequent Confeffion of their Sins , t* 
purify their Souls, and are accujlomed to approach , at 
leajl once a Week to the Sacrament of Penance , unlefs 
lawfully prevented^ and are not confcious of having 
committed any mortal Sin Jince their lajl Confieffion, 
that they may obtain all and every Indulgences , even 
without adual Confejfion, which otherwife would have 
been necejfary, according to the Tenor of a former De- 
cree : without however making any Innovation relative 
to the Indulgences of the Jubilee, whether ordinary or 
extraordinary, and others granted in Form of Jubilee 
for the obtaining of which, facramental . Confeffion, as 
well as the other tnjoined Works, is to be performed 
at the Time mentioned in the Grant*. 

Hence, a Perfon who ufually confefles once a 
Week,, if he confefles, fuppofe on St. Dominicks 
Day, (on which. a plenary Indulgence is granted) 
he is not under the Neceflity of confefling the fol- 
lowing Sunday , to gain the plenary Indulgence 
of the Rofary, unlefs confcious of a mortal 
Sin. 

It may be faid, what Neceflity have we for In* 
diligences to remit any temporal Pains or Punifh- 
ment$ ? Have not Sin, and the Punifliments, whe- 
ther temporal or eternal, due to it, been fuper- 
abundantly fatisfled for, by the Sufferings and 
Death of jefus Chrijl , which.are of infinite Value ? 
It is moft certainly true,, that, the Satisfactions of 
Jefus Chrijl are or infinite Value, and that by his 
Sufferings, he has fuperabundantly fatisfled for 
the Sins of the whole World \ yet, on our Part, 
Works of Penance are abfolutely neceflary : Bo* 
caufe, Chrift having purchafed a fupreme Domi- 
nion over us, with the infinite Price of his Blood , it 
cannot be difputed, but he may lay what Terms 
or Conditions he pleafes upon us, as Means, with- 
out 

• Sy nodus Tufculana, p. 693. 
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out which, the Price he has paid down, fhall not 
be applied to us. And therefore, though it be 
certainly true, that having fatisfied fuperabundantly 
for us, he might have applied that Satisfaction to 
us, without fubjeCting us to any penal Works or 
temporal Sufferings^ after the Guilt of Sin, together 
with its eternal Punifhment, were remitted ; yet, 
it pleafed his infinite Wifdom, both for’ our 
greater Good, and the Manifeftation of his Juf- 
tice 9 as well as his Mercy , to eftablifh Things 
upon another Footing, by changing (in the Sa- 
crament of Penance) the' eternal P uni Jhment into 
a temporal one , and obliging us to purefiafe the 
Fruits and application of his infinite Satisfaction , 
by bringing forth worthy Fruits of Penance *, and 
fubmitting humbly and patiently to the Sufferings, 
he (hall think fit to Jay upon us. This is what 
we call Satisfaction: which, fays the Bifhop of 
Meaux\ , is in EffeCt, 44 but the Application of 
44 the infinite Sati faction of Jejus-ChriJl” 

And, though the Rigour of the antient peni- 
tential Canons has been mitigated by the Church, 
yet the Church means not to exempt us from 
Works of Penance : the facred Scriptures ftrongly 
enforce them : Unlefs you do Penance , fays fejfus 
Chriff you Jhall all perijh J. If Works of Penance 
and Mortification were unnecefTary, as our Ad- 
verfaries pretend, the Performance of them would 
not be required by fftes Chrift , under fuch a fevere 
Penalty. Nay, 44 it is juft and beneficial to our 
44 Salvation,” fays the Bifhop of Meaux §, 44 that 
44 God in remitting our Sin together with the 
44 eternal Pain which we deferved for it, (hofild 
44 exaCf of us fome temporal Pain to retain us in 
44 our Duties \ left, if we fhould be too fpeedily 

44 freed 

* Luke in. 8. f Exp. Cath. Faith, SeCl. viii. 

} Luke xiii. 3. $ Ibid, 
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u freed from the Bonds of Juftice, we fliould 
cc abandon ourfelves to a temerarious Confidence, 
“ abufing the Facility of a Pardon. It is then to 
“ fatisfy this Obligation, we are fubje&ed to fome 
“ painful Works, which we muft accomplifh in 
“ the Spirit of Humility and Penance ; and it was 
c< the Neceflity of thefe fatisfaftory Works which 
“ obliged the primitive Church to impofe, upon 
u Penitents thofe Pains called Canonical. When 
u therefore fhe impofes upon Sinners painful and 
66 laborious Works, and they undergo them with 
“ Humility, this is called Satisfaction , and when 
<c regarding the Fervour of the Penitents, or fome 
“ other good Works which fhe has prefcribed 
“ them, fhe pardons fome part of that Pain which 
“is due to them, this is called Indulgence If 
fhe pardons all the temporal Pains and Punifh- 
ments due, fuch an Indulgence is called a plenary 
Indulgence: If only Part, a particular Indul- 
gence . 

Plenary Indulgences belonging to the Sodality . 

TPXR. Richardfon y who remarkably exerted him- 
1 y fdfln propagating the celebrated Sodality , par- 
ticularly in this great Metropolis, to the great Glory 
of God^smoft facred Name, has, in his Appendix to 
the Manner of hearing Mafs y given us an authentic 
Account of the Indulgences granted and confirmed 
to the Members of t ur facred Sodality by fundry 
P«pes *, which I fhall tranfcribe from him. 

On the Day of their being received into this 
Sodality , if they confefs, receive and pray accord- 
ing to the . Intention of the Church j they have a 
plenary Indulgence. 

II, 

• Vide Bullar. O. P, 
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II. 

On New-Year's Day , on which the Circumci- 
fion of our Lord is celebrated, and the Name of 
Je/usy if they confefs, receive, and be prefent at 
the Offices celebrated in the Chapel of this Soci- 
ety, in the whole or in part, they have a plenary 
Indulgence, in form of Jubilee , with ample Privi- 
leges thereunto annexed (to be mentioned hereaf- 
ter) granted by Pope Pius IV. in his Bull, begin- 
ning, Injunftum nobis y dated at St. Peter' $ 13th 
April, 1564, to be fecn in the Bullarii m printed 
at Rome, 1740, Tom. 5. p. 95. 

Ill* 

Every fecond Sunday of the Month, if they con- 
fefs, receive and pray, &c. in the Chapel of this 
Society, they have a plenary Indulgence. 

IV. 

In the Article of Death, if they call devoutly <m 
the Name of either by Mouth or Heart, re- 
commending their Souls to God, they have a plena- 
ry Indulgence. 

• 

Particular Indulgences belonging to the Sodality . 

I. 

E VERY fecond Sunday of the Month, if they 
vifit the Altar of the molt holy Name of Je- 
Jus ; they will obtain an Indulgence of feven 
Years, and fo many Quarantines. 

II» 

Every fecond Sunday of the Month, if they hear 
the Mafs, that is offered for all the Brethren, living 
or dead, they gain an Indulgence of two hundred. 
Days. 

HI. 

All the Members of this Society, at whatever 
Time they correct, or charitably admonifh, thofe 

that 
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that curfe or fwear profanely, may gain an Indul- 
gence of one hundred Days. 

Whenever they aflift at the Mafs, divine Offices, 
or Meetings of this Confraternity, whether pub- 
lic or private, they may gain an Indulgence of one 
hundred Days. 

* V. 

Whenever they attend the blefled Sacrament, 
gping to the Sick, or, being hindered to go, fay 
the Lord’s Prayer, and Hail Mary , once for the 
fick Perfon, they may gain the Indulgence of one 
hundred Days. 

VI. 

Whenever they vifit the Sick, they may gain the 
Indulgence of one hundred Days. 

VII. 

Whenever they receive the Poor into their 
Houfes or relieve them, they may obtain the In- 
dulgence of one hundred Days. 

VIII. 

Whenever they make Peace between Enemies*, 
either of themfelves or others, they may gain an 
Indulgence of one hundred Days. 

IX. 

Whenever they fay the Lord’s Prayer, and the 
Hail Mary five Times for the Souls of the Dead 
that belonged to this Sodality, they may have the 
Indulgence of one hundred Days. 

X« 

Whenever they draw Sinners to the way of Sal- 
vation, or inftrudl the Ignorant, or do any other 
Work of Piety or Charity, they may have an In- 
dulgence of one hundred Days . — Paul V. Cum 
artas 9 U c. 31ft Odtcb. 1606. Bentdift XIV. A 3 

ExecrabiUy 
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Execrabile , &c. 30th Aug. 1748, Et alias Nos , &c* 
30th Sept. 1748. 

Note . That no Indulgences are here marked 
down, only thofe granted by Paul V. who revoked 
and annulled many Indulgences granted before, in 
the Year i6c6, and detei mined and fettled the In- 
dulgences that each Confiaternity is hereafter to 
enjoy. 

no Paul V. granted another plenary Indulgence 
to fuch Members of the Sodality, who having con- 
fcfli d, received, &c. devoutly allift or are prefent at 
the Proccjjion made on the fecond Sunday of the 
Month in the Chapel cf this Society. Pias 
Chrijh, &c. 1612. Benedict XIII. Pretiofus, &c. 

In cafe cf any Impediment intervening, whereby 
the Brethren of the Sodality are prevented making 
this Piocefiion, or foiemn Supplication, on the 
feccnd Sunday of the Mcnth \ then, on whatever 
Sunday the rrccefiion is made, the plenary Indul- 
gence is transferred to that Sunday, and may be 
gained by the devout Members that attend. Paul 
V. ConfL — Cum y ficut — ift April 1613. Con- 
firmed by Innocent XI - — Cum dudum — Benedict 
XIII — Pretiofus y &c. Bremond, Trad, de Confenfvt 
Bullar. pag. 444. 

Privileges granted to this Society v 

O N New-Year's Day the Brethren have a Pri- 
vilege, that their Vows may be exchanged 
into other Works of Piety : Except the five Vows 
ordinarily referved to the See of Rome . 

And they have a Privilege, on the fame Day, 
that their Oaths may be relaxed, where there is no 
Prejudice to a third Perfon. Pius IV. Salvat. & 
Domini , &c. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP; XIX. 

The Conditions and Rules of the facred Sodality. 

T HE Power of ere&ing this Sodality or Soci- 
ety, is given by the Apoftolic See, to the 
Order of Preachers, that is, to the Order of St. 
Dominick , and to no other. Pius IV. declares 
that Didacus a Vi ft or ia of the faid Order was the 
Author of this Sodality , to remove and prevent Im- 
precations, Blafphemies and profane Oaths ||. St. 
Pius V.+ declares that it is derived from the faid 
Order of Preachers. St. Pius alfo declares and 
commands J, that the Society of the moft holy 
Name of Jefus againft profane Curling and Swear- 
ing, can be no where but in the Convents of the 
Order of Preachers, wherever fuch Convents are o t 
ever (hall be ; and that the Fun&ions belonging to 
this Society, fhall not be performed by any, but 
by the Brethren of that Order. And Paul V . who 
fettled the Grants made before §, declares and com- 
mands, that the Power of ere&ine fuch Sodality, 
fhall belong to the Matter General of the Order of 
Preachers, or to his Vicar General, and to no other 
Perfon or Perfons whatfoever. 

But as fome Doubts had been raifed in the Year 
1748, relative to the .Power of ere&ing this Soda- 
lity, &c. being confined to the Order of Preachers 
only, they have been abundantly cleared, and the 
Matter effe&ually determined by the Apoftolic 
Letters of Benedift XIV. which begin. Alias tfos 9 
&c. ifliied Sept. 30, 1748, which are at large re- 
corded 

* Bull. Confirm. $al*vat . £ff Dni. Id. April. 1564. 
| As explained in Chap. XV. + Decet Roman. 
Pont . 21ft June, 1571. % Ibid. § Cum certas 

unicuijue Confrat. 3 lit Odob. 1606. 
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corded in Dr. Burke's Hibernia Dominicana* , of 
which the following is an Extract. The Sove- 
reign Pontiff firft recites, that he had granted or* 
the 30th of Auguft 1748, to the Bilhops of ***** 
Faculty to eredf this Confraternity, &c. but that 
Antoninus Bremondy Mailer General of the Order 
of St. Dominick y had reprefented to him that the an- 
cient and moji wholfome Confraternity , under the Invo- 
cation of the moji Holy Name of Jefus, or Name of 
God, againjl Blafphemtes , Perjuries , and unlawful 
Oathsy was injlituted by the Brethren of the faid Or- 
der , and by them always cultivated and propagated* 
throughout the univerfd Globe of the Earth . where- 
fore the Popes of Rome have enriched the faid Confra- 
ternity with various Graces , Privileges and Indulgen- 
ces \ end earned ly exhorted all Patriarchs , Arch-Bi/hops* 
BiJhopSy and other Or dinariesy to favour , ajffl and pro- 
mote faid Confraternity y wherever y and whenever it 
would be necejfary y and as often as they would be ap- 
plied to on the Part of the Brethren of faid Society . 

But amongft other Privileges of the fame Con- 
fraternity, this one is found, that St. Pitts V- 
of holy Memory, by his Letters in like form of 
brief, iffued 21ft of June y 1571, which begin, 
Decety &c. of his own accord, and through certain 
knowledge, decreed and refolved that for the Time t 
to come, no new Society or Confraternity of the 
kind, Ihould be inftituted in the Cities, Towns~or 
Places, in which there was no Houfe of the faid 
Order, or in the neighbouring Churches* without 
the Licence of the Provincial, or of the Conventu- 
al Prior of the faid Order, in whole Diftrt£t the 
Church would be (ituated, in which the faid Con- 
fraternity were to be erected . Whereas if it were 
done otherwife, the Brethren fo admitted would 

not 

• Page 177. 
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not obtain the Indulgences of faid Confraternity, 
nor enjoy the Favours, Graces and Privileges which 
Jhould be granted by the Apoftolic See, to the Bre- 
thren lawfully infertbed . And he ejlablijhed it Jo for 
ever, and he ordained it, and he prohibited with great 
Jlrittnefs, and fo he willed it and commanded . . 

Which Letters Pope Greg. XIII. confirmed by 
his own Letters of the fame kind, beginning. Alias, 
iflued nth June 1580. And afterwards Pope 
Paul V. by other Letters of his own, iflued the 
31ft of OvSlober, 1606, beginning. Cum certas, 
granted to the Maftcr General of the fame Order, 
and in his Abfence to his Vjcar, that he might in- 
ftitute and ere& the faid Confraternities out of the 
City of Rome, in all Places whatever, and might 
freely and lawfully communicate to them all the 
above-mentioned Indulgences and fpiritual Gra- 
ces. 

Which Faculty Pope Innocent XI. alfo confirm- 
ed by his Letters, beginning. Cum dudvm, iflued 
the 1 8th of April, 1678, and otherwife, as is more 
fully contained in the Letters of his aforefaid Prede- 
ceflors : Tide Tenours whereof he wills, by thefe Pre- 
fents, to he held as if they were herein exprejfed — He 
( Benedict XIV . ) then decrees thus : 

It is therefore that we, who by our mentioned 
Letters, did not mean to bring any Prejudice , or that 
any Prejudice Jloould accrue to the Privileges granted to 
the Jaid Order , and Majler General thereof, botlj 
which we embrace with the Love of a Father, fol- 
lowing the Examples of our Predeceflors, do by 
tiefe Prefents, injoin and command, that in the 
Erections and Injlitutions of Confraternities that are 
to be made in Virtue oj our Jaid Letters, under the In- 
vocation of the mojl Holy Name of Jefus, againjl the 

hateful 
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hateful Cujhm of Siv earing and Curfmg, ye intire// 
make ufe of the Concurrence of the Provincial , or of 
the Priors of the Regular Houfcs of the faid Order 9 
that are in that Kingdom ; and if it Jhould happen to 
be done otherwife , IVe decree and declare , that the 
Brethren of the Confraternities that may be fo erected * 
cannot gain the Indulgences granted for the Brethren in 
thofe fame Letters of ours, in the fame Manner as if 
our faid Letters had not at all come forth, any what- 
ever making for the contrary notwithjlanding.' Rome, 
30th Sept. 1748. 

Thus has the Sovereign Pontiff, BenediSl XIV* 
following the Example of his Predeceflors, decreed 
and determined, that the Confraternity, under the 
Invocation of the moft ’ holy Name ot Jcfus, is to 
be ere&ed in our Churches or Chapels only, and 
not elfewhere, without intirely making ufe of the con- 
currence of the Provincial or Conventual Priors of the 
Order of St. Dominick, under the Penalty of for- 
feiting the Indulgences, Graces and Privilege* 
granted to thofe that are lawfully inferibed. 



The Rules of the facred Sodality ** 

I. fTlHAT the Names of all thofe that belong 
1 to this Sodality, are to be inferibed in a 
Book kept for that Purpofe, by one of the Order 
of Preachers, who is ^uthorifed to inferibo file faid 
Names. 

2. The Members of this Society are to take fpe- 
cial Care not* to Swear profanely, Curfe, or Blafc 
pheme, or in any Manner abufe the Name of the 
Almighty, either in himfelf or in his Creatures. 

3. If 

* Bullar. Q. P. Tom. vii. pag. 443, 
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3. If any of them fall into this Crime, they are 
to infli& on themfelves a Penance, and it is re- 
commended to thofe who are able, to^ impofe on 
themfelves a Penalty of Alms, either by giving im- 
mediately to fome poor Qbjefi, or by laying by, 
from Time to Time, fuch fmall Sum for each 
Oath, as they can afford, till, they choofe fome Ob- 
ject or Objects in want, whom they may relieve. 
Thofe who cannot give Alms, let them perform for 
each Oath, on their Knees, feme Part of the moft 
Holy Rofary of the Name of Jefus. 

4. Thofe who have Families* are reminded to 
obferve the Law of God, in removing and pre- 
venting thefe Vices amongft 'thofe who are fubjeCt 
to them, to correct their Children religioufly, and 
to turn away their Servants, if they don’t fhew 
fpeedy Signs of Amendment.. It is recommended 
jto them, to prevail on their Families to .get their 
Names infcribed, and to read thefe Rules to them 
once a Week. 

5. Thofe who belong to this Society ar£ to hin- 
der and prevent Curling, Swearing or Blafpheming, 
not only in thofe fubjeCi to them, but, according 
to their Influence and Power, in all others — This 
Rule however, does not bind them to enter into 
any Contention, but is only to be obferved as far 
as Difcretion permits. 

6. Every fecond Sunday of the Month, (when 

it can be performed) the Hymn, Jefus to us Salva- 
tion brings , &c. (to be found after the Rofary of 
Jefus) is to be fung at the Praceffion^ and thePfalm 
Praife, 0 ye Children the Lord: Repeating feveral 
Times the Verfe, May the Name of the Lord be 
blejfed , &c. , 

. 7. There will be alfoa Mafs offered immediate- 

ly after the Inftru&ions in the Morning, or at 

Twelve 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




( *86 ) 

Twelve o*Clock, on every fecond Sunday of the 
Month, in the faid Chapel, for all thofe Perfons 
whether living or dead, whole Names are infcribed 
in this Sodality* 

8. On the firft Day of January^ on which the 
mod glorious Name of Jcfus is celebrated, being the 
principal Feaft of this Society, the Brethren are to 
celebrate the Solemnity by confefling, receiving, 
and affifting at the Offices, to gain the Indulgence 
and Jubilee of the Day. . r 

9. All the Members of this Society, are to affift 
at die Anniverfary to be celebrated, by the Office 
of the Dead and Mafs, for all the Deceafed who 
belonged to this Society. 

Laftly, The Brothers and Sifters of the Rofary 
of the mod holy Name of Jtfus fhouMbe particu- 
larly careful, penitently to confefs and devoutly 
receive on the fecond Sunday of every Month, (un- 
lefe lawfully prevented) that by the Performance 
of fo great and meritorious a Work, in the fpirit of 
true Piety and Devotion, they may effectually give 
Praife to die Lord, and glorify his mod holy 
Name. 

To the Brethren who carefully difchaige this 
Duty, the Sovereign Pontiffs grant a plenary Indul- 
gence, as has been already mentioned : requiting 
at the fame Time, that they pray for* the Exaltati- 
on of our holy Mother the Church, the Extirpati- 
on of Herdy, the Peace of Chriftian Princes, &c. 
So defirous is (he to fhare of the Prayers and good 
Works of the Members of the facred Sodality ! 

The Members- of this Sodalityfliould be mindful 
to fecite every Week, the entire Kohry of theName 
of J'f us > which they may perform at one T ime, or by 
dividing it into three parts/as may beft fuit their 
Eafe and Convenience. 

N. B. 
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N. B. No Reward is demanded or expeRed for In- 
fcription or admijjion into the /acred Sodality, that fo 
holy a Fellowjhip, totally founded in Charity , may not 
befained with the leaf Blemijh of any temporal Hew, 
or Inter ejl whatever. 



CHAP. XX. 

An Obfervance of the Rules of the facred Sodality, 
«nd a daily Recital of the celebrated Devotion of the 
Rofery of the moft holy Name of JESUS, how me- 
ritorious . 



W HEN we rcflea how much the Spftft of 
Libertinifm and Impiety actuates the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind ; when we view a glaring 
Neglea of Religion in fomej nay, and often a 
ihamcful Contempt of it in others : when we con- 
fider their Thoughts totally engaged in the Purfuit 
of the deceitful Beings and fleeting Pleafures of 
this tranfitory Life : when we view them wholly 
intent on the Gratification of their finful Appetites, 
Strangers to Piety and Mortification : and, in 
Urort, living as unmindful of God and their eter- 
nal Welfare, as if they believed Happinefs was to 
he attained by offending God, or by living un- 
mindful of him; it will not appear furpriiing, that 
Works of Piety lhall be unwelcome and diltafteful 
to them. Works of Supwerogatian they cannot 
at all relilh; nor indeed is it eafy to obtain from 
them, an anniverihry Compliance with the moft 
important and neceflary Duties of Religion. To 
recommend any Work of Piety, that feems to jarr 
with their Amufements, or to require a little Re- 

ftraint 
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ftraint or Retirement, feems loathfome and fright* 
ful! 

In fhort, whatever is propofed, tending to gurb 
frail Nature, and to bridle its inordinate Defires, 
by correcting; and fiibjeCting them to the Laws of 
Reafon and Grace, is, if at all, received with Re- 
luctance by the Generality of Chriftians ; fo great 
and lamentable is their Infenfibility, in regard to 
the Service of God and their own eternal Wel- 
fare! 

Yet, Praife be to the Name of the Lord, the 
World is not fo univerfally depraved, as that fome 
pious Souls are not to be found, willing to ferve God 
and work their Salvation with fear and trembling : 
who, confcious of their Sins and Unwoithinefs, 
gladly embrace every pious Work that may tend to 
appeafe God’s Wrath, excite his Mercy, and avert 
the terrible Punifhments that await Sinners, efppci- 
ally in the other Life. Convinced of the inex- 
preflible Rewards, which Godwin his great Mercy, 
has prepared for them in the Regions of the Blef- 
fed, they know they cannot do. too much to fecure 
it, nor can they fuificiently thank his infinite 
Goodnefs, in bellowing fuch unmerited Rewards. 
Hence, thefe pious Souls, ever retaining a grateful 
Senfe of God’s unfpeakable Goodnefs, are not un- 
mindful to offer daily a facrifice of Praife to the 
.Honour and Glory of his molt facred Name. 

This is the divine Employment of the worthy 
.Members of the Sodality , and Devouts of the Rofa- 
ry of the moft holy Name of 7 e/us 9 whilft they offer 
that moft grateful Sacrifice of Praife always to God y 
that is 9 fays St Paul *, the Fruit of Lips conf effing 
,his Name , by a devout and conftant Recital of that 
facred Form of Prayer, the Rofary of Jefus. This 
is that Sacrifice of Praife, which gives great Glo- 



* Heb. xiii. 15. 
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ry to God ; is highly advantageous to us, and du- 
ly difpofes its devout Admirers, to approach the 
moft facred and important Duties of Religion, 
worthily. 

All the Prophets of the old Law, the Evange- 
lifts and other infpired Writers of the New, loud- 
ly proclaim the indifpenfible Neceffity we lie under 
of praifing the moft adorable Name of the Lord : 
This is by no Means a Work of Supererogation , 
*tis a Work of abfolute Neceffity ; But whether we 
praife the Name of the Lord by the Performance 
of one good Work or another, is left to the Opti- 
on of the Faithful ; as may beft fuit their pious 
Inclination, or may moft contribute to inflame 
their Souls with the Love of God. But furely, a 
Form of Prayer, every Word of which breathes 
a Angular RefpeCt for, and Devotion to, the moft 
holy Name of Jefus , muft moft effectually anfwer 
the glorious Purpofe ! Such is the moft celebrated 
Devotion of the Rofary of the Name of Jefus : Its 
Excellency and Efficacy have been already inccn- 
teftibly proved by the Faithful ; as fuch, it conti- 
nues to be ftrongly recommended to them, by the 
Sovereign Pontiffs, the Vicars of Jefus Chrift up- 
on Earth. 

Will not Prudence then, di&ate, that as we are 
abfolutely bound to praife the Name of the Lord, 
fo we ough£ to make choice of a Form of Prayer, 
which is evidently calculated for that laudable 
End, and appears to be extracted from, and war- 
ranted by holy Writ. A Devotion that comet 
handed to us by our pious Mother, the Church, as 
a moft powerful Form of Prayer, to give Pfaife and 
Thankfgiving to the moft holy Name of God, and 
K to 
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to obtain Happinefs for us, both here and hereaf- 
ter. 

To perpetuate this Sacrifice of Praife to the 
Name of the Lord, wholfome Laws and Rules 
have been framed,’ as has been already mentioned. 
Chap. XIX. which (hould be obferved, with 
Punctuality, by thefe who have the Happinefs to 
be inferibed in the Sodality , left the heavenly In- 
ftituticn (hould fall into Difufe : for Laws and 
Rules regularly obferved, tend to unite and pre- 
ferve fpintual, as well as civil Societies, in a flou- 
rilhing Condition : and as the Rupture of an Ar- 
tery difeompofes the whole Body, and is frequent- 
ly produ&ive of a total Diflolution of the human 
hrame : ; in like Manner, a Breach or Negle& of 
the Laws and Rules of the facrcd Sodality, may 
produce .an Omiflion of the many good Works 
prefecibed, particularly a Repetition of the Rofary 
of the Name of which, in the end, may 

bring it into a total Difufe. 

Hence, all .thofe who are adually enrolled, or 
are determined to become Members of the facred 
Sodality of the meft holy Name of Jefus, (hould 
refolve, by the Grace of God, to live up to its 
Rules and Laws, fo wifely adapted to the End of 
its Inftitution, and fo eafy to be obferved in every 
State of Lift. 

It muft, however, be remarked, that the Obfer- 
vance of them does not bind under any Sin what- 
foever : for the Obligation is of fo fweet and gen- 
tle a Nature, as not to fubjeft the Members of it, 
to any theological Fault or venial Sin whatever, 
unlefs where they recommend what is already en- 
forced by the Law of God. This Notice will 
fuifice to remove any Scruples that may arife in the 
timorous Confciences of many, who dread enter- 
ing 
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ing into the facred Society, left by the Omiffion of 
any of its Rules or the Tranfgreffion of its Laws, 
they (hould incur the Guilt of Sin. 

Though the Members of the facred Sodality are 
not bound, under Sin, to the Obfervance cf its 
Rules, yet a wilful Omiffion or Negleft of what 
they prefcribe, will prove hurtful to them : becaufe, 
thereby they deprive themfelves of the Indulgences 
and otner fpiritual Graces granted to the obfervant 
Members, and render themfelves unworthy of a 
Participation of the Prayers and good Works per- 
formed, by this Society, in all Parts of the World, 
which is undoubtedly a confiderable Lofs. 

Some may indeed think little of thofe Advan- 
tages and Bleffings, reaped from the Prayers of 
others, but let them think as they may, certain it 
is, that St. Paul derived great Advantages from 
them : he obtained many Graces from God 
through the Interceffion of others *. If then, 
St. Paul thought fo much of the Prayers of 
others, fhall we look upon them with Indiffer- 
N ence ! No : fuch a Thought would at once im- 

ply, that we mean to deprive ourfelves of the 
Benefits and Angular Advantages which we might 
derive, by being infcribed in the Sodality, from 
the Merits and good Works of fuch holy Multi- 
tudes, though in the moft diftant Climes, joining 
* with us, by a fpiritual Communication, to cele- 

brate the Praifes of the moft holy Name of Jefus* 
Befides depriving ourfelves of the Bleffings at- 
tending an exa& Obfervance of the Laws of the 
Sodality , and a devout Recital of the Rofary of 
Jefusj (by a Non-obfervance of the one, or an 
Omiffion of the other) there is another Motive 
that ftrongly urges the Neceffity of a ftrift Ob- 
K 2 fervance 

* % Cor. i. ii. 
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fo-vance of both, which is, that they moft effec r 
tually tend to preferve and perpetuate an Inftitu- 
t'on, which manifeftly promotes the profound 
R^'fpc^t and Veneration due to God’s moft ado- 
rable Name : and aifoto extirpate the hateful Vice* 
of Blafphemy, Curling, and profane Swearing* 
Who is it, that at one View, does not fee the 
great Utility and Neceflity of this heavenly Infti- 
tution ? How meritorious then, the Obfervance 
of the Rules of the facred Sodality ! How pleating Uy 
1 leaven, a devout and daily Recital of theRofary of 
the Name of Jfus! Who can refufe to join the 
Royal Pfalmift, whilft breathing forth the Senti- 
ments and ardent Willies of his Soul, in the fol- 
lowing Words : Let all the Earth adore thee y 

O Gody and fmg to thee\ let it fay a Pfalm to t/?y 
Name * 

If an Infinity of Favour* conferred on Man- 
kind, proves infufficient to engage them in the 
important Work of praifing God’s moft adorable 
Name, and to difengage them from the heinous 
Vices, fo contrary to the Veneration due to it, at 
leaft, let the Terrors of Judgment affright Sin- 
ners into a Senfe of their Duty. 

If we, for a Moment, eonfider the impenitent 
Curfer, Swearer or Blafphemer, lying upon his 
Death-bed, ftruggling with the grim Tyrant, un- 
willing to be gone ; his Oaths, Execrations, or 
Blafphemies (taring him in the Face : not know- 
ing whither he is going, but juftly fearing the 
worft, hardly prefuming to lift up his Eyes to the 
Dffended Majefty on high, much lefs to invoke 
his Mercy or expe& Forgivenefs. 

In this dreadful Situation, Death, his Execu- 
tioner, lays the Ax to the Rooty the Sinner falls to 

rife 



* Pfalm Ixv. 3. 



Digitized by Google 




( *9J ) 

rife no more, except to appear before JeJus, the 
Judge of riie Living and the Dead, How great 
(hall his Confufion and Conflernation be, when 
the Son of the living God (hall, with an Awful 
and Majeftic Voice, tell him, * I am Jefus whom 
thou doji perfecute . I am that Jtfus whom you 
grievoufly offended by you r vile Oaths, Impreca- 
tions, and Blafphemies ! It is I, who filed the 
laft Drop of my Blood to wafh away your Sins, 
and died upon a Crofs to purchafe for you ever- 
lafting Life ! ’Tis I, O Sinner, who am now to 
judge thofe (hameful Irreverences and (hocking 
Blafphemies you have been guilty off, contrary to 
every Tie of Duty and Gratitude ! What Repa- 
ration did you endeavour to make, for having 
abufed my Goodnefs and profaned my Name, in 
Virtue whereof I have brought to you a plentiful 
Redemption, and refcued you from the Jaws of 
eternal Death ? What Return have you attempted 
to make ? Have you repented fincerely for the 
many (hamcfuijrreverences offered to my facred 
Name ? Have you humbly and penitently called 
upon my Name for Mercy ? Have you endea- 
voured to glorify my Name, or to repair the Inju- 
ries offered to it by your abominable Oaths, Inv* 
precations, and Blafphemies ? No ! regardlefs of 
Me, you obftinately perfevered ip your Wicked-- 
nefs, and notwithstanding my frequent Calls to 
Repentance, you died in your Sins ! What can 
you, O profane Swearer, Curfer, and Blafphcmer 
fay in your Defence ? What can you expeft from 
my avenging Juftice ? 

Unable to excufe themfelves, or deny the 
Charge, the trembling Criminals will, at once* 
read their Doom and eternal Reprobation,, When 
K 3 upon. 

* A&s ix. 
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upon Earth, they fpoke the Language of Devils, 
and continued in the damnable Pra&ice, till 
Death filenccd their impious Tongues, and clofed 
their facrilegious Mouths. No other place is fit 
for their Reception, but that of Hell ; nor any 
other Company, but that of the Damned, for an 
endlefs Eternity. Dreadful Situation ! 

Endeavour then, to guard timely againft this 
impending Danger, by an immediate and unfeign- 
ed Repentance: You will find the Sodality and 
Rcfary, facred to the moft holy Name of Jefus, a 
moft powerful Means to reclaim you, and to avert 
thofe exemplary Judgments that threaten you. 
Nay, whether you be a Sinner or a juft Man, an 
Entrance into the Sodality , and a frequent Repe- 
tition of the Rofary^ will prove highly conducive 
to your eternal Welfare ; to the Sinner, as an ef- 
ficacious Remedy \ to the juft Man, as a lure Prefer - 
vative , 

Itisneedlefs to feek, in Foreign Climes, In- 
ftances of the great Good .which the Sodality and 
Rofary have been productive of, whilft we have fo 
many glaring Proofs at home, particularly in this 
our great Metropolis . The City of Dublin can 
certify, what prodigious Crowds refort to the 
Chapel of St. Dominick *, on the fecond Sunday 
of every Month j on every Evening during Lent y 
& c. but more efpecially on the fint Day of the 
new Year, on which the principal Solemnity of 
the facred Inftitution is celebrated, what a Mul- 
titude of Penitents approach the Sacraments, 
humbly confeffing their fins, and devoutly receiv- 
ing the moft holy Sacrament of the Eucharijl / 

They begin the new Year with praiftng the 
moft holy Name of Jefus y refolving to make every 

Repa- 

* Commonly called. Bridge- Greet Chapel. 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 




C 195 ) 

Reparation in their Power, for having profaned, 
or in any fhape mal-tneated the holy Name of 
God, during the Courfe of the preceding Year. 
What an edifying, what a glorious Sight! to be- 
hold Multitudes of Sinners, who were unhappily 
addi&ed to the damnable Vices of Blafphemy, 
Curling, and profane Swearing, crowding to the 
Tribunal of Confeffion, penitently confeffing 
their Crimes, and firmly refolving to reclaim and 
reform. 

Nay, many who were fhamefully ignorant of 
the Number of Sacraments, are now become de- 
vout Frequenters of them; from being horrid 
Swearers and Blafphemers y they are become hum- 
ble Adorers ; and from being Sons of Wrath > are 
become the Children of God, and are now happi- 
ly preferved from a Relapfe into the odious 
Crimes, by a conftant PraCfice of the pious 
Works enjoined -by the facred Sodality : whilft 
others, who have efcaped the Contagion of thofe 
Vices, by an early Application to the facred Form 
of Prayer, and a fteady Obfervance of the Rules 
of the Sodality, have been effectually fecured 
from the mortal Infection. What an happy 
Change; what a bUfled Security, wrought and 
obtained by Means of the Sodality and Rofary fa- 
cred to the moft holy Name of jefus f 

How then, can any Chriftian, whether Sinner 
or Saint, hefitate a Moment to aflociate with fuch 
faithful Servants of the Lord ? Sinners are encou- 
raged thereto, by the many glaring Proofs of the 
Good it has been productive off; and the many 
Inftances of the Efficacy of the facred Devotion, 
the many Converfions wrought by it, and its Pow- 
er to draw down the Mercy of God upon Sinners, 
Ihould ftrongly animate them with an humble and 
K 4 firm 
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firm Confidence of (haring of the Multitude of 
God’s Mercies, provided they tread the Steps of 
the devout Rofarijls . The good Chri&an will 
alfo find his Account in the Obfervance of thofe 
pious Works : for, you ought to labour the more , 
fays the Prince of Apoftles *, that by good fVbrks y 
you may make fur e your Vocation and Election* 

A Man muft indeed be lukewarm in the Service 
of God, and (hamefully negligent of his eternal 
Welfare, who (hall require to be prefled to partake 
of thofe invaluable Bleflings, or to talle of thofe 
Torrents of Delight, which God has gracioufly 
prepared for thofe who love, praife and adore his 
moft holy and ineffable Name. 44 When there* 
“ fore, (fays S. Charles Borromceus , upon a fimilar 
44 occafion f) an Exercife of fo great Piety is pro- 
44 pofed to us, with an Occafion of obtaining fi> 
44 many heavenly Treafures....I exhort you all not 
44 to delay, but to give in youi* Names as foon aa 
44 poffible, into the Confraternity of the RoJmj y 
“ animated by the Example of fo many noble, 
44 pious and learned Men ....to the Honour of 
44 God, ....and the Joy of the Catholic Church.-* 
In (hort, Chriftian Reader, by being enrolled in 
the Sodality, by a ftri<ft Obfervance of its Lenut % 
and by a devout and conftant Recital of the Rofary 
of the moft holy Name of JeJus , you will doubts 
lefs give great Glory to God, and reap inexpreflible 
Rewards for yourfelves : you will anuredly obtain 
every real Blefiing you a(k in his Name, and your 




Ui 



* 2 Pet. i. io. f In hfe Paftoral Letter 2$th 
March , 1584. wherein he moft ftremioufly recom- 
mends, and itriftly commands the Recital of the Rofary 
of the B. Virgin in the Seminary, Nunneries, Sc c. 
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in this Life, and by ah Eternity of Glory in the 
next. You have his faithful Promife. for 
Every one that calleth upon my Name , fays he, I have 
created him for niy Glory *. 

Let us therefore , fays S. Paul, offer the facrifice of 
Praife always to God , that is , the Fruit of Lips con- 
ftfftng his Name f.. To praife God’s adorable 
Nime is a moft acceptable Sacrifice : ’tis the Lan-. 

f uage, ’tis the Employment of the Angels and 
aints of Paradife. By accuftoming ourfelves to* 
glorify the Name of Jefus , with. Heart or Mouth, 
upon Earth,' it will be quite familiar to us, when 
we happily arrive at the Regions of Blifs and Glo-c 
ry. Nay, in the Agony of Death, when the, 
World with all its tranfitory Beings and momen- 
tary Pleafures, are bidding us an eternal Farewel, a 
devout Invocation of the moft holy Name of Jefus, 
fhall adminifter to the devout Rojariff , unutterable 
Comfort. 

Nay, fuch fhall be the ardent Wifhes of the de- 
vout Rofarifts, enamoured with the moft auguft 
and amiable Name of Jefus , that they fhall warm- ' 
ly petition for a DifTolution of the human Frame, 
for a Separation of the Soul from its tottering 
Manfion : that being delivered fom- the oppreftive 
Load of the Flefh, they may behold him Face to 
Face, glorify his all-facred Name more fervently, 
and receive the uhfpeakable Rewards faithfully 
promifed to thofe who have worthily praifed it 
upon Earth. The Language of the. Royal Pfalmift 
will be that of thofe pious Souls to their Jefus,. 
when, with the Heart or Mouth, they fhall thus 
addrefshim : Bring my Soul out of Prifon , that I may. 
praife thy Name: the JuJl wait for me, until thou 
reward me 1 . Oh. what unfpeakable Comfort do 
K 5 ./theft 

* Ifaiab xliii. 7. + Heb, xiii. 15. % Pfal. cxli. 8: 
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thefe Words convey to the Soul blefled with Refig- 
nation to the Will of God, and a Confidence in the 
Merits of his all-faving Name ! 

The devout Rofarift, thus difpoied to quit his 
earthly Manfion, will not be unmindful to entreat 
Jefus who expired upon a Crofs for his Salvation, 
to have Mercy on his departing Soul ; and, with 
an humble Confidence in the Multitude of^ig 
tender Mercies, will befeech him thus, in the Words 
cf St, Stephen Proto-martyr, Lord Jefus , receive my 
Spirit *. 

The Lord yefus, ever mindful of his Promifesf 
to his faithful Servants, will not delay to grant 
their Requefts : He will addrefs them, as he did 
thefe trufty Servants mentioned in the GofpelJ : 
IVell done y then good and faithful Servant , enter into 
the Joy Lord. The Soul will moft chearfully 
obey thisjoyful Summons and wing its Way to the 
blifsful Regions, where, like St. Stephen , you, O 
happy Soul, fhall fee the Heavens open y you fhall be 
blefled with the Sight of the Glory of God y and Jefus 
fanding at the right Hand of God§y inviting you to 
the perpetual Enjoyment of that endlefs Happinefs 
prepared for you in his blefled Kingdom, where you 
fhall inceflfantly and moft harmoniously fine the 
Fraifes of his all -gracious and ineffable Name, 
with the blefled Chorifters of the Celeftial Re- 
gions for an endlefs Eternity ! Happy State ! 

In fhort, the Rofary of tne moft holy Name of 
Jefus is a fummary or brief Account of the Life, 
bufferings, Death, Refurredlion and Afcenfio n of 

7 ‘f*‘ 

* A 61 s vii. 58. -f* Such as — Every one that call - 

th upon my Nan e, l have created him for my Glory— m 
e you ajk me any Thing in my Name, I •will do it—fVbo’* 
ever Jkall invoke the Name of the Lord fhall be faved \ 
\ Mauh. xxv. 21. 5 A£ts vii. 55. 
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JefusChrifl* and the glorious Triumphs attending 
thefe myfterious Truths, together with the Execu- 
tion of the great DefigA he had i a. View, by affu-^ 
ming our Mortality, which was, to fatisfy for our 
Sins,to enable us to work our Sal vation,and to crown 
our good Deeds with eternal Blifs and Glory. All 
which is commemorated in the facred Devotion. 
Befides, by a Repetition of the holy Rofary* we 
make an acceptable Return of Praife and* Thanks- 
giving to his moft facred Name, for the unfpeak- 
able I favours and Bleffings conferred upon us. 

What Form of Prayer more acceptable to Hea- 
ven, what Employment more neceflaiy or moreufe- 
ful to a Chriftian Soul, than a conftant Recital of 
the Rofary inscribed to the moft holy Name of Je- 
fus ? Do not the Ties of Duty, (jratitude, Inte- 
reft and Neceffityftrongly enforce it ? Let every 
Chriftian then, who hopes to enjoy an happy Eter- 
nity, form the following Refolution and enaeavour 
to adhere ftri&ly to it : So will I Jh&a Pfalm to 
thy Name for ewer : that Imay pay my Vows from 
Day to Day *, by a devout and humble Offering of 
the Rofary of the Name of Jefus. And how juftly ! 
Since there is no other Name under Heaven given to 
Men* whereby we muft be Javedf. 

If, O' Chriftian §oul,..’tis through the Merits of' 
Chrift’s moft adorable Name*, and by worthily 
praifing it, we are to be Saved,, how can we poffibly 
refufe or neglect to addrefs him ^vith that powerful 
Form of Prayer,,tRe Rofary* (acred to his moft holy 
Name, Jefus* as it cannot fail to prove moft accep- 
table to him, and efficacious, to Admiration, for us. 
In (hort, let every Individual, who hopes to be 
Uefied with the Sight and Enjoyment of God in 

his 

• Pfal. Ix. g, f Afts iv. 1 2 . 
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his Glory, fay with the Royal Prophet* : I tuiB 
praife the Name of God -with a Canticle. I will 
praife thy Name, O Jefus, -with that Canticle, that 
heavenly Form of Prayer, facred to thy mcift auguft 
Name, that I may make fome final! Return for thy 
unparalleled Favours, and merit a Continuance of 
them ; and that I may effe&ually partake of that 
plentiful Redemption, which thou haft mercifully 
brought to us, in Vertue of thy ineffable and all-* 
laving Name. 

It is through the Merits of thy glorious and alt- 
laving Name, O Jefus, that we humbly hope to 
accomplifh the great Work of our Salvation. Yes* 
Save ns, O Lord , our God : ...... that toe may give 

Thanks to thy holy Name , and may glory in thy Praife _ 
BleJJed be the God of Ifrael from everlajling to ever - 
la/ling ; and let all the People fay : So be it. So he 



• Pftl. Ixviii. 3t. $ Pfal.cv. 47, 4JB. 
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METHOD 

Of Saying the 

ROSARY 

Of the Moft Holy NAME of 

JESUS, 

AND THE 

R O S A R Y 

O F T H E 

BLESSED VIRGIN : 

ACCORDING 

To the FORMS prefcribed 
By the Sovereign Pontiffs 

CLEMENT VIII, and St. PIUS V. 

Praife ye the Lordyfor the Lord is good: Sing ye to 
his Name , for it is fweet. Plalm cxxxiv. 3. 

Hail Mary full of Grace : Our Lord is with Thee : 
Behold from henceforth all Generations Jhall call 
me Blejfed. Luke i. 28, 48. 
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T HE Rofaries of the mod Holy Name of 
JESUS, and his Blefled Mother, are here 
carefully fet down from the mod approved Authors. 
—The Liberties taken by Printers and Bookfellers 
to curtail from, or add to them, agreeable to their 
Caprice, is injurious to the facred Devotions: 
Many ihamefuf Omif&ons and unneceffary Addi- 
tions have crept into the various Editions of both 
Rofaries, which may be corre&ed by a due At- 
tention to them, as tney are here fet forth. 
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A 



PRAYER 

Recommended to be repeated before the 

ROSARY op JESUS?, 

By Dr. LAWRENCE RICHARDSON*. 



O TH0U the Son and the Image of 
the Almighty Father, anointed Sa- 
viour of Mankind. O Thou who art+. 
O Jehovah. O Emanuel. O Adonai. O 
Thou the holy- one. O Thou the dreadful 
one. O Thou the wonderful. O Thou 
our God. O Thou the ftrong one. O 
Thou the Prince bf Peace. O Thou the 
Father of the future Age. We adore thee 
in all thy Names — But tliou haft humbled 
thyfdf being made obedient unto Death, 
even the Death of the Crofs. For which 
God liath exalted Thee and given Thee a 
Name above all Names, that in the Name 
of Jefus every Knee bend of thofe that are 

in 

• In hi* Appendix to Tit Manner of Hearing Mafi. 

+ That is, who haft thy Being independently. 
Exod. iii. i 
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iii Heaven, on Earth, and in Hell. I offer 
Thee iny Thanks for uniting me in this 
Holy Society. O grant me- to partake of 
tliol'e Benefits which were obtained by the 
Merits of the glorious Order of St. Domi- 
nick. I purpofe for ever to honour Thee 
in a!! thy facrcd Names, and never to pro- 
fane them. I purpofe to hinder and pre- 
vent lo great a Crime in others, to the bsft 
of my Ability. Infpire me with Reverence 
and Zeal to fulfil this Purpofe. I implore 
Thee in Vertue of the Myfteries of thy 
mod holy Rofary. O Thou the Son of 
David , miraculoufly made Man and born, 
from the Womb of a Virgin. O Thou the 
King of the Jews who bore for me a mod 
bitter Paflion. O Thou the Son of the 
Living God, rifen from Death, and the- 
Judge of the Living and the Dead.. Grant 
to me, and to all our Society to perform this- 
great Devotion in the Spirit of thy Church, 
that we may duly celebrate thy myfterioui 
Grandeurs and obtain Grace and Merit in- 
this Life, and Happinefs in the next, through 
Thee, who with the Father and Holy Ghoft, 
lived and reigned one God. for all Eternity.: 
jimn. 
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THE 



ROSARY 

Of the Moft Holy NAME of 

J E S U S. 

•b 

In the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft. 
Amen, 

Per/. rpHOU, O Lord, wilt open my 
X Lips. 

Re/p. And my Tongue (hall announce 
thy Praife. 

Verf. Incline unto my Aid, O God. 

Re/p. O Lord make hafte to help me. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoft. 

As it was in the Beginning, is now, and 
will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia *. 

The 

• Which is faid throughout the whole Year, except 
between Stptutxgtjfifn* Sunday and Tburfday in Holy 
Week 5 in which Time is ioid : Praife be to Theft O 
Lcrd, King of eternal Glory . 
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The Five Myjieriei of the F'trjl Part *. 

I. 

The Incarnation of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. 

5 The Meditation. 

T HE Son of God aflumes human Flefh, 
out of the pure Blood of the blefled 
Mary, ever Virgin, and is made Man in her 
Womb. 

O Jefus, Son of "David, have Mercy on us. 

To be repeated ten times, and to conclude 
•with. 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 



n. The 

* They who do not fay the whole Rofary at on* 
Time, but divide it into three Parts, for three diffe- 
rent Days, are to take Notice, that the firft Part of 
the Rofary of JtJui is to he faid on Monday t and 
Tburjiajt throughout the Year, on the Sundays in 
Advent and after Epiphany until Lent. 

The fecond Part on 7 ’utfdays and Frtdayt, through- 
out the Year, and the Sundays in Ltnt. 

The third Part to be faid on Wedntfdays and Satur- 
day!, throughout the Year j and on the Sunday! after 
Eafttr, until /tdvtnt. 
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II. 

The Birth of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

The Meditation. 

T H E Saviour of the World is born for 
our Redemption : His Mother re- 
maining a Virgin, 

O Jefus, Son of David, have Mercy on us. 

Te n 'Times. 

Glory, &c. 



III. 

The Circumcifion of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. 

7 ‘be Meditation. 

O U R Saviour being eight Days old, be- 
gins to fuffer for our Sins, and his 
Blood already flows for us. He is circum- 
cifed according to the Law, as if he had 
been himfelf a Sinner. 

O Jefus, Son of David, have Mercy on us. 

Ten Times. 

Glory, &c. 

IV. Our 
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IV. 

Our Lord Jefus Chrift is found in the 
Temple. 

The Meditation. 

O UR Saviour being twelve Years o*d, 
(hews himfelf more than mortal, by 
his Knowledge and Wifdom, teaching the 
Teachers of the Jews. 

O Jefus, Son of David , have Mercy on us. 

Ten Times. 

Glory, 8cc. 

V. 

The Baptifm of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
The Meditation. 

T H E Saviour of the World is baptifed 
by St. John. Ihe eternal Father de- 
clares him to be his Son. 

O Jefus, Son of David> have Mercy on us. 

Ten Tims . 

Glory, &c. 

Let us pray. 

O Jefus, v/hofe Name is above all Names,. 

that in the Name of Jefus, every 
Knee may bend of thofe that are in Heaven, 

on 
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on Earth or in Hell. Who at the Time ap 
pointed by the eternal Wifdom, aflumed 
human Flefh in the Womb of the blefled 
Mary ever Virgin, and tints became the Son 
of David. Whofe Birth gladdened Men and 
Angels. Who b’gun fo early to fuffer for 
its, and to fhed on our Account, that Blood 
that wafheth away the Sins of the World. 
Whofe immortal Wifdom appeared at the 
Age of twelve Years. To whofe Baptifm 
all Heaven was attentive, grant to us to cele- 
brate thofe Myfteries to thy Honour, and 
our own Salvation. Who, with the Father, 
and Holy Ghoft, liveft and reigneft, one 
God, for all Eternity. Amen. . 



The Five Myfteries oj the Second Part . 

I. 

Our Saviour wafheth his Difciples Feet. 

Ihe Meditation. 

O U R Saviour to (hew us an Example 
of Humility, and how much we ought 
to ferve each other, defcendeth (b low, as to 
wa(h the Feet of his Difciples, tho’ he is the 
God whom Heaven and Earth adore. 



O Jefus 
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O Jefus of Nazareth , King of the Jews, 
have Mercy on us. Ten Times. 

Glory, &c. 



II. 

The Prayer of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
in the Garden. 

The Meditation. 

O U R Saviour knowing his Paflion to be 
now at Hand, is fo affedted with 
the Thoughts of it, and fo oppreTTed by 
the Load of our Sins, that he prays to his 
Almighty Father, that the bitter Cup might 
pafs away from him. 

O Jefus of Nazareth , King of the Jews, 
have Mercy on us. Ten Times. 

Glory, &c. 

III. 

Our Saviour is apprehended. 

The Meditation. 

O UR Saviour, as if he had been no 
more than mortal Man, yields to the 
Power of Men, and permits himfelf for our 
Redemption, to be apprehended, as if he 
were a Malefadtor. 



O Jefus 
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O Jefus of Nazareth, King of the Jews, 
have Mercy on us. Jen 'Times. 

Glory, &c. 



IV. 

Our Saviour carries his Crofs. 

The Meditation. 

O UR Saviour being torn with Scourges, 
and pierced with Thorns, to expiate 
our Sins, is obliged to carry the Crofs, on 
which he is to die, and moves on, labouring 
in Sorrow towards the Place of his Execu- 
tion. 

O Jefus of Nazareth, King of the Jews, 
have Mercy on us. Ten Times. 

Glory, &c. 

V. 



The Defcent of our Saviour into Hell. 

The Meditation. 

T H E Soul of our Saviour being fepa- 
rated by Death from the Body, de- 
fcends to that Place where the Saints were 
expeding his Redemption. 

O Jefus of Nazareth, King of the Jews, 
have Mercy on us. T tn Times. 

Glory, &c. 

Let 
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Let us pray. 

O Jefus, whofe Name is above all Names, 
that in the Name of Jefus, every Knee 
may bend, of thofe that are in Heaven, on 
Earth, and in Hell. Whofe myfterious Hu- 
miliations and Sorrows appointed for thee, 
on account of our Sins, appeared in thy 
wafhing of the Feet of thy Servants and 
Creatures : in thy Diftrefs and Prayer, and 
bloody Sweat : in thy being (ecured and 
brought before Courts as a Criminal : in thy 
bearing the Load of the Crofs: and in the 
Separation of thy Soul from the Body, and 
its Defcent to the Regions below, grant to 
us to celebrate thcfe Myfteries, to thy Ho- 
nour, and our own Salvation. Who, with 
the Father, and the Holy Ghoft, liveft and 
reigneft, one God, for all Eternity, /linen. 



The Five Myfteries of the Third Part. 

I. 

The Refurredtion of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. 

The Meditation. 

T H E Soul of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
which had been feparated from the - 
Body, is reunited to it by a Miracle of the 

Almighty 
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Almighty Power, arid that Body which had 
been dead, rife&to die no more. 

O Jefiis, Son of the living ‘God, have 
Mercy on us. Ten Times. 

Glory, &c. 



II. 

The Afcenfion of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

The Meditation. 

T H E Body of our Lord Jefus ChrMl 
.afcends into the hi#v Heaven, wheie 
the Saviour of iMankiod fits at the right 
Hand of God, the Almighty Father. 

O Jefus, Son of the living God, have 
Mercy on us. Ten Times. 

Glory, &c. 



hi. 

Our Lord Jefus Chrift fends down the 
Holy Ghoft. 

* 

The Meditation. 

O U R Saviour now feated at the right 
Hand of God, his Almighty Father, 
fends down the Holy Ghoft, to infpire and 
animate his Difciples, that they may be qua- 
lified to publifh to Mankind his Crofs and 
his Glorv. 

I. O ;< r : 
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O fetus. Son of the living God, have 
Mercy on us. Ten Times. 

Glory, &c. 

IV. 

Our Lord Jefus Chrift crowning the 
blefted Virgin and Saints. 

Tbe Meditation. 

O UR Saviour having by his Paflion, 

1 Refurredtion, and Afcenfion, opened 
the Way for the Sons of Adam to the Heaven 
which they had loft by Sin, bellows to his 
Mother and his Saints, a Crown of immortal 

^O^fefus, Son* of the living God, have 
Mercy on us. Ten Times. 

Glory, &c. 

V. 

Our Lord Jefus Chrift coming to 
. Judgment. 

Tbe Meditation. 

O U R Saviour will come in Power and 
Majefty, to judge the Living and the 
Dead, and' to return to every one according 

to his Works. _ , . 

O Jefus, Son of the living God, have 
Mercy on us. Ten Times. 

Glory, &c. Let 
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1 Let us pray. 

O Jefus , whofe Name is above all Names, 
that in the Name of Jefus, every Knee 
may bend of thofe that are in Heaven, on 
, Earth, and in Hell : whofe Body that was 
* murdered by Mankind, the Almighty raifed 
from Death, glorious and immortal : who 
by thy Afcenfion, triumphed over Death, 
and held Captivity captive : who according 
to thy Promife, fent down the Spirit that 
proceedeth from the Father, and the Son, 
' a the Comforter and the Enlivener : who 
£ llretching forth the Bounty of thy Almighty 
^ Hand, fhed uppn the cholen Children of 
Adam , that Glory that neither Eye hath feen, 
nor Ear hath heard, nor hath it entered into 
1 . the Heart of Man, and who will come forth 
in Power and Majefty, to judge the Living 
and the Dead, before’ whofe Throne all 
Mortals will appear ; grant to us to cele- 
brate thofe Myfteries, to thy Honour, and 
to our own Salvation, who with the Father 
and Holy Ghoft, liveft and reigneft, one 
God, for all Eternity. Amen. 



anil 
1 the 

m 

h art 
Lit 



N. B. 'The repeating of the above Prayers 
or Meditations , is not abfolntely neceffary. 
1 Thofe who cannot read or meditate on the 
Myfteries , let them fay the Creed beforehand, 
in this Rofary and in that of the blejfed Virgin. 

L z THE 
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THE 

litany 

OF THE 

Moil Holy Name of 

J E S U S. 



L ORD, have Mercy on us. 

Chrift, have Mercy on us. 

Jefus, hear us. 

Jefus, gracioufly hear us. 

God the Father of Heaven, 

God the Son, Redeemer of the World, 

God the Holy Ghoft, 

Holy Trinity, one God, 

Jefus Splendor of the Father, 

Jefus Brightnds of eternal Light, 

Jefus King of Glory, 

Jefus Sun of Juftice, 

• J -?!l: 3 Son of the Virgin Mary , 

A ’ "i- 
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Admirable Jefus, * 

Jefus the. ftrong God, 

Jefus Father of the future Age, 

Jefus Angel of the great Council, 

Jefus moft powerful, 

Jefus molt obedient, 

Jefus moft patient, 

Jefus meek and humble of Heart, 

Jefus Lover of Chaftity, 

Jefus our Love, 

„ efus Pattern of Virtues, 

, efus zealous Lover of Souls, 

Jefus our God, 

Jefus cur Refuge, 

Jefus Father of the Poor, 

Jefus Treafure-of the Faithful, • ! > 

jefus the good Shepherd, 

' efus the true Light, . 

Jefus eternal Wifdom, 

Jefus infinite Goodnefs, 

Jefus our Way and Life, 

Jefus Jt>y of Angels, 

Jefus Mafter of the Apoftles, 

Jefus Teacher of the Evangelifts, 

_ efus the Fortitude of Martyrs, 

Jefus the Light of Confeflors, 

Jefus the Purity of Virgins* 

Jefus the Crown of all Saints, 

Jefus Son of David , 

. efus of Nazaretb , King of the Jews, 

Jefus Son of the living God, 

L 3 Lamb 
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Lamb of God, who takeft away the Sins 
of the World, 

Spare us, O Jefus. 

Lamb of God, who takeft away the Sins 
of the World, 

Hear us, O Jefus. 

Lamb of God, who takeft away the Sins 
of the World, 

. Have Mercy on us, O Jefus. 

V. Blefied be the Name of the Lord, 

R . From, now unto all Eternity. 

Let us pray. 

O God who haft made the moil glorious 
Name of Jefus Chrift thy Son our 
Lord, moil lovely to thy Faithful, by the 
great and affecting Sweetnefs of it, and at 
the fame Time dreadful to malignant Spi- 
rits ; grant propitioufly that all, who vene- 
rate it on Earth, may obtain the Sweetnefs 
of Confolation for the prefent, and after- 
wards the Joy of Happinefs without End, 
through our Lord Jefus Chrift thy Son, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee, in the Unity 
of the Holy Ghoft, through all Eternity. 
Amen. 



N. B. 
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N. B. 

Pope Sixtus V. grants an Indulgence of 
three hundred Days to every one who de- 
voutly fays the above Litany. Conjlitutiont 
Reddituri. 

It is recommended , that the Faithful 
Jball fay the foregoing Litany fo often as they 
repeat the Rofary of the Name of Jefus, and 
especially on the fecond Sunday of the Montb % 
a Day particularly facred to the Praifes of bis 
mojl adorable Name . 



L 4 Xbe 
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Tie Pfaltn and Hymn , to be fuftg at tie 
ProceJfionj made on the fccond Sunday of 
the Month , are here fet down , in Latin 

P 8 a i. cxti. 

L AUDATE pueri Dominum : laudate nomen 
Domini. 

Sit nomen Domini benedidum : ex hoc nunc, 
& ufque in facculum. 

A folis ortu ufque ad occafum : laudabilcno- 
men Domini. 

Excdfiu foge* omnet gentses Dominw : H fii- 
per coelos gloria ejus. 

Quis ficut Dominus Deus nofter, qui in aids 
habitat : & humilia refpicit in ccelo, & in 
terra i 

Sufcitans a terra inopem, & de ftercore erigens 
pauperem. 

Ut collocct cum cum principibus, cum prin- 
cipibus populi fui. 

Qui habitare facit fterilem in domo, matron 
filiorum laetantem. 

Gloria Patri, &c. 

Hymnus. 

J E S U noftra redemptio, 

Amor, & defiderium : 

Deus creator omnium. 

Homo in fine temporum. 

Quae te vicit dementia ; 

Ut ferres noftra crimina, 

Crudelem mortem patiens, 

Ut nos a morte tolleres .? 

Infemi 
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and Englijb , for the Convemenct and Sa- 
tisfaftion of tboft vfbo attend, op qrc pro - 
fent at it . 



Psalm am* 

P RAISE , O Children > rf# JtW * pwife the 

Name of the Lord. 

Blejfed be the Name of the Lord : from now unto 
all Eternity . • 

From the rifmg to the fitting of the fun : the 
Name of the Lord if worthy, to be- JmaifoeL 

The Lord i* high above all Nation* : and bis Glory 
is above the Heavens . 

Who is tike u*to the Lord our God who dwelleth 
on high : and looketh upon humble Things in Heaven 
and on Earth ? 

Lifting up from the Earth the needy one : and 
raifmg the poor one from the Rung. 

That he may plaee him amongjt Primes : among ft 
the Princes of his People. 

Who maketh the barren one dwell in the Houfe: 
the joyful Mother of Sons* 

Glory be to the Father , Z$c. 



The Hymn. 



7 E3.U9 to us Salvation brings. 
The God Creator of ad things : 
The Objett of our Love and Hope , 
Cample at s his full Defign and Scope. 



What Clemency yi thee prevail'd, 

To bear our Crimes which long vj* waif d: 

A cruel Death thou didjl endure , 

That Souls from Death thou m'ghfjl ft cur* ? 

L 5 Inis 
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Infemi clauftra penetrans, 

Tuoa captivos redimens, 

Victor triumpho nobili, 

Ad dextram ratris reftdens. 

Ipfa te cogat pietas, 

Ut mala noftra fuperes : 

Parcendo, & voti compotes 
Nos tuo vultu fades. 

Gloria dbi Domine, * ( 

Qui natus es de Virgine ; 

Cum Patre et Sanfto Spiritu, 

In fcmpitema fsecula. Amen. 

At Eafter time , infttad of tbe laji 

Qusefumus auflor omnium 
In hoc Pafchali gaudio, 

Ab omni mortis tmpetu ( 

Tuum defende populism. 

Gloria dbi Domine, 

Qui furrexifti a mortuis ; 

Cum Patre & San&o Spiritu, 

In fempitema fiecula. Amen. 

The Hymn, Pange Lingua (compofed by 
St. loomas of Aquin , Opufcul. 57.) fung 
at the Benediction^ as it is found tranf- 

Hymnus. 

DANGE lingua gloriofi, 

* Corporis myfterium, 

Sanguinifque pretiofi. 

Quern in mundi pretium 

Fruflus 
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Into the Deep thou ditto defend. 

That captive Souls Jbouli thence afcend ; 
Then glorious triumphant Jbone, 

Sitting on thy Father’s Throne. 

May Pity Jlill tby Bread poJfefs 9 
Our many Evils to rearefs : 

Grant , through thy Mercy , we may fee 
Thy facred Face eternally . 

To thee he Glory and Praifes fungi 
Jefij who from a Virgin fprung : 

The Hhe to God the Father be. 

And Paraclete eternally . Amen. 

Strophe, the two following are Jung. 

We pray thee, Author of all Things , 
Whofe Pafchal Feajl glad Tidings brings : 
From every III of Death defend \ 

That fo our Lives may fafely end . 

Lord / who from the Dead haft rifen , 
Be Glory , Praife and Honour given ': 

The like to God the Father be. 

And Holy Ghoft eternally . Amen. 



lated in our Lady's Primer , in honour of 
the mofl holy Sacrament . 



Hymn. 

Ol NG , 0 my Tongue , adore and praife 
^ The Depth of God's mvfterious Ways : 
How Chrijl , the Gentiles King , befow'd 
His Flefh conceal d in hu:r.an Food \ 



And 
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Fruftur ventria generofi 
Rex efiudir gentium. 

Nobis datua* nobis natus 
Ex inta&a Virgine, 

Et in mundo converftitus, 
Sparfo verbi ffemirte, 

Sui aiorasr ibcolatus 
Miro claufit online. 

In fuftttm* no &c coenae 
Recumbens cum fratribus, 
Obfervata lege plene 
Cibis in legalibus : 

Cibum turbae duodenae 
Se dat fuis manibus. 

Vorbum caio, pattern vorum 
Verbo camem efficit : 

Fitque fertguia Ghrifti merum, 
Et fi fcnfus deficit. 

Ad firraandum cof fincerum 
Sola fides fufficit, 

Xanturo ergo Sacramentum 
Veneremur cernui : 

Et antiquum „documentum 
Novo cedat ritui : 

Prxftet fides fupplementum 
Senfuum defefhtk 

Genitori, Genitoque, 

Laus, & Jubilatio, 

Sal us, Honor, Virtus quoque, 
Sit & Benedi£tio : 

Procedenti ab utroque 
Compar fit laudatio. Amen . 



Verf % 
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And lift Mankind tbi Mood) that paid 
The Ranfom of the Souls ho made* 

Bom from above , and bom for Man, 

From Virgin* s Womb his Life began : 

He liv’d on Earth, and preach’d, to Jew 
The Seeds of heavenly Truth below ; 

Then fear a his Mijfton , from above. 

With Jlrange Effe&s of Power and. Love. 

9 Twas on that Ev’nitig, when the lafi 
And mod myjlerious Supper paf , 

When Chrijl with his Difciples fat 
To clofe the Law with legal Meat ; 

And with his Hands himfelf bejbw’d 
The Chrijlian’s Food, and Lamb of God. 

The Word made Flejh for Love of Man, 

With Words, of Brtad, made Flejh again ; 
Turn’d Wine to Blood, unfeen by Senfe, 

By Virtue of Omnipotence ; 

And here the Faithful rejl fecure, 

Whiljl God can vouch, and Faith enfure. 

To this myjlerious Table now 

Our Knees, our Hearts, and Senfe we bow : 

Let ancient Rites rejign their Place 
To nobler Elements of Grace ; 

And Faith for all Defetts fupply , 

Whiljl Senfe is lojl in Myjlery. 

To God the Father, bom of none. 

To Chrijl his co-eternal Son, 

And Holy Ghojl, whofe equal Rays 
From both proceed, one equal Praife ; 

One Honour, Jubilee, and Fame , 

For ever blefs thy glorious Name • Amen. 

Verf. 



byGoogk 
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Verf. Panem de coclo pracftitifti ds. 

Re/p. Omne dele&amentum in fe ha- 
ben tem. 



O R A T I O. 

D EUS, qui nobis Tub Sacramento mira- 
bili,Paflionis tuae memoriam reliquifti : 
tribue quaefumus, ita nos corporis 8c fan- 
guinis tui facra myfteria venerari j ut re- 
demptionis tuae frudtum in nobis jugiter 
fentiamus. Qui vivis 8c regnas, 8cc. 
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Verf. Tbou baft given them Bread from 
Heaven. 

Refp. Filled with all Delight. 



The Prayer. 

O God , who in this wonderful Sacrament , 
baft left us a perpetual Remembrance of 
tby Pajfton : Grant us, we befeecb tbee, fo to 
reverence the facred Myfteries of tby Body 
and Blood, that in our Souls we may be always 
fenfible of tbe Fruit of tby Redemption. JVbo 
liveft and reigneft, &c. 




THE 
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ROSARY 

O F T H E 

BLESSED VIRGIN. 

* 

In the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft. 

Arnett.' 

Verf. T TAIL Mary, full of Grace, our 
X X Lord is with thee. 

Re/p. Blefled art thou amongft Women, 
and blelfed is the Fruit of thy Womb, 
Jefus. 

Verf. Thou, O Lord, wilt open my 
Lips : 

Re/p. And my Tongue fhall announce 
thy Praife. 

Verf. Incline unto my Aid, O God : 
Re/p. O Lord, make Hafte to help me. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoft. 

As 
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As it was in the Beginning, is now, 
and ever (hall be. Amen. 

Alleluia. 

Except from SeptuageJ/tma to Eafter y then 
fetf •, Praife be to Thee, O Lord, King of 
eternal Glory. 



* The F I R S T P A R T, 
The five Joyful Myfteries *. 

The First Mystery* 

The Annunciation. 

The Meditation. 

L ET us contemplate in this Myftery, 
how the Angel Gabriel faluted our 
blefled Lady, with the Title of. Full of 
Grace •, and declared unto her. the Incarna- 
tion of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. 

Then fay ; Our Father, 8tc. once. Hail 
Mary, &c. ten Times. 

O UR Father who art in Heaven. Hal- 
lowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 

come. 

' * The fire Myfteries of the firft Part, called 
to be laid on all BdtntUyt and TburfJajt j the SwuUjt 
ofMvua, and after £/>/£«*?> till Lent. 
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come. Thy will be done on Earth, as it is in 
Heaven. Give us this Day our daily Bread. 
And forgive us our Treftmfles, as we forgive 
them that trefpafs againft us. And lead us 
not into Temptation, but deliver us from 
Evil. Amen. 

H AIL Mary full of Grace, our Lord is 
with thee blefled art thou among!*: 
Women, «and blefled is the Fruit of thy 
Womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us Sinners, now, and in the Hour 
of our Death. Amen. 

When tbe Hail Mary is repeated a tenth 
Time, tbe Decade finijbes with. Glory be to the 
Father, &c. then follows the Prayer *. 

Let us pray. 

O Holy Mary, Queen of Virgins, by 
the mod high Myftery of the Incar- 
nation of thy beloved Son, our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, by which our Salvation was fo hap- 
pily begun : obtain for us by thy Intercefli- 
on, Light to know this fo great a Benefit, 
which he hath beftowed upon us ; vouch- 
fafing in it to make himfelf our Brother, 
and thee, his own mod beloved Mother, 
our Mother alfo. Amen. 

II. 'Tbe 

* Which Method is to be obfenred in begin- 
ning and faying each Part of theRofaiy, 
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n. 

The Vifitation. 

L ET us contemplate in this Myftery, 
how the Welled Virgin Mary under- 
Handing from the Angel, that her Coufin 
St. Elizabeth had conceived, went with 
Haile into the Mountains of Judea, to 
vi/it her, and remained with her three 
Months. 

Our Father, &c. 

Let us pray. 

O Holy Virgin, moft fpotlefs Mirror of 
Humility ; by that exceeding Charity, 
which moved thee to vilit thy holy Coufin 
St. Elizabeth, obtain for us by" thy Inter- 
ceffion, that our Hearts may be Co vifited 
by thy moft holy Son, that being free from 
all Sin, we may praife him, and give' him 
Thanks for ever. Amen. 

ffl. 

The Birth of our Lord JeJus Cbrijl , in- 
Bethlehem. 

L ET us contemplate in this Myftery, 
how the blefled Virgin Mary, when the 
Time of her Delivery was come, brought 
forth ouf Redeemer, Chrift Jefus, at- Mid- 
night, and laid him in a Manger, beeaufe 
there was no Room for him in the Inns at 
Bethlehem. 

Our Father, &c. * 
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Let ns pray. 

O Moft pure Mother of God, by thy 
virginal and mod joyful Delivery, in 
which thou gavefl unto the World, thy only 
Son our Saviour, we befeech thee, obtain 
for us, by thy Interceflion, Grace to lead 
fuch pure and holy Lives in this World, that 
we may worthily ling, without ceafing,' both 
Day and Night, the Mercies of thy Son, 
and his Benefits to us by thee. Arnett. 

IV. 

l’be Oblation of our bleffed Lord in the 
T emple. 

L ET us contemplate in this Myftery, 
how the mod blefled Virgin Mary, on 
the Day of her Purification, prefented the 
Child Jefus in the Temple, where holy Si- 
meon, giving Thanks to God, with great 
Devotion, received him into his Arms. 

Our Father, &c. 

Let us pray. 

O Holy Virgin, mofl admirable Miftrefs 
and Pattern of Obedience, who didfl 
prefent in the Temple, the Lord of the 
Temple, obtain for us of thy beloved Son, 
that with holy Simeon and devout Anne, we 
may praife and glorify him for ever. Amen. 

V. TV 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 




( *34 ) 

V. 

The finding of t be Child Jefus in the 'Temple . 

L E T us contemplate in this Myftery, 
how the blefled Virgin Mary , having 
loft without any Fault of hers, her beloved 
Son in Jerufalem t flie fought him for the 
/pace of three Days, and at length found 
him the fourth Day in the Temple, in the 
midft of the Doctors, difputing with them, 
being of the Age of twelve Years. 

Our Father, &c. 

Let us pray. 

M OST blefled Virgin, more than Mar- 
tyr in thy Sufferings, and yet the 
Comfort of fuch r s are afflidted, by that 
unfpeakable Joy, wherewith thy Soul was 
ravifhed in finding thy beloved Son in the 
Temple, in the midft of the Dodtors, dif- 
puting with them ; obtain of him for us, fo 
to feek him, and to find him in the holy 
Catholic Church, that wc may never be fe- 
parated from him. ‘Amen. 

Salve Regina. 

H AIL holy Qijeen, Mother of Mercy, 
our Life, our Sweetnefs and our 
Hope ; to thee do we cry, poor baniihed 
Sons of Eve j to thee do we fend up our 

Sighs, 
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Sighs, mourning and weeping in this Valley 
of Tears, Turn then, mod gracious Ad- 
vocate, thy Eyes of Mercy towards us, and 
after this our Exile ended, (hew unto us 
the blefled Fruit of thy Womb, Jefus. O 
clement, O pious, 0 fweet Virgin Mary. 

Vtrf. Pray for us, holy Mother of God. 

Re/p. That we may be made worthy of 
thePromifes of Chrift. 



Let us pray. 

O God, whofe only begotten Son, by 
his Life, Death and Refurreftion, 
has purchafed for us the Rewards of eternal 
Life; grant, we befeech thee, that medi- 
tating upon thofe Myfteries, in the moft 
holy Rofary of the blefled Virgin Mary, we 
may imitate what they contain, and obtain 
what they promife, through the fame Chrift 
our Lord. Amen. 



D ,*?X hlsPr T r T 88 formed > for the Rofary of the 
I 7 e 5vTM ,rgln ; ^ ,^ e ex P refs Order of Pope Bent- 
di£l XIII. and by him approved as moft fuitable to 
the facred Devotion, and more exprefiive of its De- 
fign. It is, therefore, now univerfally adopted and 
read in Catholic Countries, as well in Celebrating the 
Solemnity of the Rofary, as in the Recital of the 
DtvoUn. Hence, m Conformity to the Sovereign 
Pontiff s pious Intention and the general Piaftice of 
the Church, it is here fubftituted in place of the former 
Prayer, Hear, O merciful God, &c. 



The 
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The S E C O N D PART. 
The five Dolorous Myfteries**. 

I. 

The Prayer and bloody Sweat of our bleffed 
Saviour in the Garden. 

L ET us contemplate in this Myftery, 
how our Lord Jefus Ghrift was lb af- 
flicted for us in the Garden of Getbfemani, 
that his Body was bathed in a bloody Sweat, 
which ran trickling down in great Drops 
to the Ground. 

Our Father, &c. 

Hail Mary , &c. 

‘ Glory, &c. 

Let us pray. 

M OST holy Virgin more than Martyr, 
by that ardent Prayer, which thy 
only and mod beloved Son poured forth 
unto his Father in the Garden, vouchfafe to 
intercede for us, that our Pallions being re- 
duced to the Obedience of Reafon,,we may 
always, and in all things, conform and tub- 
jeCl ourfelves to the Will of God. Amen. 

II. The 

* Thefe five Myfteries of the fecond Part, called 
Do/. rout or Sorrowful . to le faid on Tuefdnys and Fri - 

f /'V ! thscr^n.t t:.c Yor. : ti Sitkt'rys in /.<W. 



•as before. 
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H. 

The Scourging of our blejfed Lord at the 
Pillar. 

L ET us contemplate in this Myftery, 
how our Lord Jefus Chrift was moft 
cruelly fcourged in Pilate's Houfe, the Num- 
ber of Stripes they gave him being above 
five Thoufand. 

[As it was revealed to St. Bridget .] 
Our Father, &c. 

Let us pray. 

O Mother of God, overflowing Fountain 
of Patience, by thofe Stripes thy 
only and moft beloved Son vouchfafed to 
fufrer for us } obtain of him for us Grace, 
that we may know how to mortify our re- 
bellious Senles, and cut oft all Occafions of 
Sinning, with that Sword of Grief and Com- 
panion, which pierced thy moft tender Soul. 
Amen. 



III. 

The Crowning of our blejfed Saviour with 
'Thorns. 

L et us contemplate in this Myftery, 
how thofe cruel Minifters of Satan 
platted a Crown of (harp Thoms, and moft 
M cruelly 
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cruelly prefled it on the moft (acred Head of 
our Lord Tefu^hri/L 
Our Father, &c. 

Let us, pray, 

a I Mother of our eternal Prince, and 
\ King of Glory, by thole, (harp Thoms 
wherewith his mod holy Head pierced, 
we befeech thee, that by thy Interceflion, 
we may be delivered here from all Motions 
of Pride, and in the Day of Judgment from 
that Confufion which our Sins deferve. A- 
men. 



IV. 

Jeftis carrying the Grafs. 

L ET us contemplate in this Myftery, 
. how our Lord; Jefus Chrift, being fen- 
fenced to die, bore with the moft amazing 
Patience the Crofs whiclv was laid upon him 
for his greater Torment and Ignominy. 

Our Father, &c. 

Let us pray. 

O Holy Virgin, Example of Patience, 
by the moft painful carrying of the 
Croft in which thy Son our Lord Jefus^ 
Chrift bore the heavy Weight of our Sins, 
obtain of him for us, by thy Interceflion, Cou- 
rage 
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rage and . Strength, to follow his Steps, and 
bear our Ctofs after him to the End of our 
Lives. Amen. 

V. 

f 'be Crucifixion of our Lordjefus Cbrifi. 

L ET us contemplate in this Myftery, 
how our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, 
being come to Mount Calvary was ftript of 
his Cloaths, and his Hands and Feet moft 
cruelly nailed to the Crofs, in the Prefence . 
of his moft afflicted Mother. 

Our Father, &c. 

Let us pray . 

O Holy Mary , Mother of God, as the . 

Body of thy beloved Son was for us 
extended on the Crofs, fo may our Defires 
be daily more and more ftretched out in his 
Service, and our Hearts wounded with Com- 
panion of his moft bitter Paflion : And thou, 
O moft btefled Virgin, gracioufiy vouchfefe 
-to help us to accomplifti the Work of our 
Salvation, by thy powerful Interceflion. A- 
men. 

Hail holy Queen, &c. with the Verfe and 
Prayer , as before. 



M: 2 * The 
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The THIRD PART. 

The Five Glorious Myfteries *. 

I 

Tbe Refurreflion of Cbrift from tbe Dead. 

L ET us contemplate in this Myftery, 
how our Lord Jefus Chrift, triumphing 
glorioufly over Death, rofe again the third 
Day immortal and impaiCble. 

Our Father, &c.l 

Hail Mary, &c. > as before. 

Glory, & c. J 

Let us pray. 

O Glorious Virgin Mary, by that un- 
fpeakable Joy thou receivedft iti theRe- 
furre&ion of thy only Son, we befeech thee, 
obtain of him for us, that our Hearts may 
never go aftray after the falfe Joys of this 
World, but may be ever and wholly in the 
Purfuit of the only true and folid Joys of 
Heaven. Amen. 



IL 

Tbe Afccnfion of Cbrift into Heaven. 

L ET us contemplate in this Myftery, 
how our Lord Jefus Chrift, forty Days 

after 

* Tltefe Mjfierieure afligned for Wt&ufityt and 
SaturOayt through thd*Ycar, and SuuJaji from Emfttr 
Until Advent. 
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after his Refurredtion, afcended into Heaven, 
attended by Angels, in the Sight of his moft 
holy Mother, his holy Apoftles and Difciples, 
to the great Admiration of them all. 

Our Father, &c. 

Let us pray. 

O Mother of God, Comfort of the Af- 
flidted, as thy beloved Son, when he 
afcended into Heaven, lifted up his Hands, 
and blefied his Apoftles : So vouchfafe, 
moft holy Mother, to lift up thy pure Hands 
to him for us, that we may enjoy the Bene- 
fit of his Blefling, and thine here on Earth, 
and hereafter in Heaven.' Amen, 

III 

The Coming of the Holy Gboft to the Difciples. 

L E T us contemplate in this Myftery, 
how our Lord Jefus Chrift, being feat- 
ed at the right Hand of God, font, as he 
had promifed, the Holy Ghoft upon the A- 
poftles, who, after he was afcended, return- 
ing to Jerufalem , continued in Prayer and 
Supplication with the blefied Virgin Mary r 
expedting the Performance of his Pro- 
mife. 

Our Father, & c. 

Let 
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Let us pray. 

O Sacred Virgin, Tabernacle of the Holy 
Ghoft, we befeech thee, obtain by 
thy Intercefiion, that this raoft fweet Com- 
forter, whom thy beloved Son font down 
upon his Apoftles, filling them thereby with 
fpiritual Joy, may teach us in this World, 
the true Way ot Salvation, and make us 
walk in the Paths of Virtue and good 
Works. 

IV. 

Tbe Ajfumption of the bleffed Virgin Mary 
into Heaven. 

L ET us contemplate in this Myftery, 
how the glorious Virgin, twelve Years 
after theRefurre&ion of her Son, palled out 
of this World unto him, and was by him 
«flumed into Heaven, accompanied by the 
holy Angels. 

Oar Father, . &c. 

Let us pray . 

O Moft' prudent Virgin, who entering in- 
to the Heavenly Palace, didft fill the 
holy Angels with Joy, and Man widi Hope ; 
vouchlafe to intercede for us in the Hour of 
Death, that free from ' the lllufions and 
Temptations of the Devil, we may joyfully 

and 
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and fuccefsfully pafs out of this temporal 
State, to enjoy the Happinefs of eternal 
Life. Mnien. 

V. 

<fbe Coronation of the tnoft llejfed Virgin 
Mary in Heaven . 

L ET us contemplate in this My fiery, 
how the glorious Virgin Mary was with 
great Jubilee and Exultation of the whole 
Court of Heaven, and particular .Glory of 
all the Saints, crowned by Son, with 
the brighteft Diadem of Gloty. 

Our Father, See. 

Let us fray. 

O Glorious Queen of all the Heavenly 
Citizens, we befeech thee, accept this 
Rofary, which as a Crown of Rofes.we offer 
at thy Feet ; and grant rftofl gracious Lady, 
that by thy Interceffion, pur Souls may be 
inflamed with fo ardent a Defire of feeing 
thee fo glorioufly crowned, that it may never 
die in yjs* until it (hall be ehariged into the 
happy Fruition of thy bleffed Sight. A- 
men . 

Hail holy Queen, &c. with the V trfe and 
Prayer , as before. 



M 4 NOTE. 
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NOTE. 

Tbofe who are in the Society or Confrater- 
nity of tbe Rofary of tbe Bleffed Virgin , may 
have a plenary Indulgence , 

Tbe Day they are received. 

Any one Time of this Life that they plea/e Jo 
pitch upon. 

At tbe Hour of their Death. 

Every firft Sunday of tbe Month. 

Every Day of tbe fifteen Myfteries. 

And for faying tbe Rofary , for one Hour t 
once in tbe Tear. 

Befides feveral other Indulgences. 

Note, Tbe great Solemnity of this Devoti- 
on , is on tbe firft Sunday of Odober, called 
Rofary Sunday. 



e? Whoever doubts, and is willing to fa- 
tisfy himfelf with regard to the Excellency 
and Efficacy of this Devotion, let him read 
the pious Work intitled. An Introduction to 
tbe celebrated Devotion of tbe moftboly Rofary 
of tbe Bleffed Virgin , (sic. by the Rev. John 
Clarkefon, of the holy Order of Preachers. 



THE 
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THE 

L I T A N Y 

or ovi 

BLESSED LADY. 



ANTHEM. 

W E fly under thy Patronage, 0 facred 
Mother of God, defpife not our 
Prayers in our Neceffities, but deliver us 
from all Dangers, Oever glorious and blefled 
Virgin. 

Lord, have Mercy on us, 

Chrift, have Mercy on us. 

Lord, have Mercy on us. 

Chrift hear us 

Chrift gracroufly hear us. 

God the Father of Heaven, have Mercy 
on us. 

God the Son, Redeemer of the World, 
have Mercy on us. > 

God the Holy Ghoft, have Mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, one God, have Mercy on ; 
us. - 

M S Holy 
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- Holy Mary, 

Holy Mother of God, 
Holy Virgin of Virgins, 
Mother of Chrift, 
Mother of divine Grace, 
Moft pure Mother, 
Moft chafte Mother, 
Inviolated Mother, 
Unfpotted Mother, 
Amiable Mother, 
Admirable Mother, 
Mother of our Creator, 
Mother of our Saviour, 
Moft prudent Virgin, 
Virgin to be venerated, 
Virgin to be prailed. 
Powerful Virgin, 
Clement Virgin, 

Faithful Virgin, 

Mirror of Juftice, 

Seat of Wifilom, 

Caule of our Joy, 
Spiritual Veflel, 
Honourable Veflel, 

Rare Veflel of Devotion, 
Myftical Rofe, 

Tower of David, 

Tower of Ivory, 

Golden Houfe, 

Ark of the Covenant, 
Gate of Heaven, 
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Morning Star, . 

Health of the Sicfc, 

Refuge of Sinners, . 

Comrortrefs of the- Af¥li<fted, 

Help of .Chriftians; 

Queen of Angels, 

Queen of Patriarchs, 

Queen of Prophets, 

Queen of Apoftles, 

Queen of Martyrs^ 

Queen of Confeffors, 

Q«een Of Virgins* 

Queen of all Saints, 

Qgoen of the - nioft feared R6fary, 

Lamb of God, who tafceft arway th’fe Sins 
of the World, 

Spare ns, 0 L6rd. 

Lamb Of God,- who tafcfcft iway th'4 Sins 
of the World,’ 

Gratfoufly hear us, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, who tafceft avtay thft Sms 
of the World, 

Have Mercy on us. 



ANTHEM. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



-’Pray ‘For us. 



( M ) 

ANTHEM. 



1 



W E fly under thy Patronage, O (acred 
Mother of God : Defpife not our 
Prayers in our Neceffities, but deliver us 
from all Dangers. O ever glorious and 
Mefled Virgin. 



ANGELUS DOMINI. 

fVr/.rpHE Angel of die Lord declared 
unto Mary. 

Re/p. And (he conceived by the Holy 
Ghoft. Hail Mary , &c. 

Verf.' Behold the Hand-maid of the 
Lord. 

Re/p. Be k unto me according to thy 
Word. Hail Mary, &c. 

Ver/. And the Word was made Flefh. 
Re/p. And dwelt amongft us. 

Hail Mary , &c. 

Ver/. Pray for us, holy Mother of God. 
Re/p. That we may he made worthy of 
the Promifes of (Thrift. 



Let us pray. 

P OUR forth we befeech thee, O Lord, 
thy Grace into our Hearts, that we, 
who by the Meflage of an Angel have Know- 
ledge 
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ledge of the Incarnation of thy Son, by his 
Crofs and Pafiion, may be brought to the 
Glory of his Refurrettion. Through the 
fame Chriil our Lord. R. Amen. 

V. May the divine Afliftance remain al- 
ways with us. R. Amen. 

V. And may the Souls of the Faithful, 
through the Mercy of God, reft in Peace. - 
R. Amen. 

May the Blefling of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, defcend 
upon us, and remain always with us. A- 
men. 




V) 



The 
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The Canticle Magnificat^ fung at the fto- 
celfion fhade on the fiirft Sunday of the 



S. LUC. i. 



X yfAGhfIFICAT anim* mea Domirtnm. 
iVA £t eaokatft friritus meus, in Deo falu- 



tar i hMo. 

Quia refpexit humilitatem ancillse fu* : ecce 
enim , ex hoc beatam me dicent omnes gene- 
ntfkmes. 

Quia fecit mihi magna, qui potens eft : & 
fart ftunl ft often gas. 

Et mifericordia ejus a progenie in progenies, 
timentibus eum. 



Fecit potentiam in brachio fuo: difperfit fu- 
perbos mente cordis fui. 

Depofuit potentes de fede: & exaltavit hu- 
miles. 

Efurientes implevit bonis : & divites dimifit 
inanes. 



Sufcepit Ifrael puerum fuum: recordatus mi- 
fericordise fuse j 

Stent locutus eft ad Patres noftros: Abraham » 
& femini ejus in fecula. 

Gloria Patri, U c. 
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Month, by the Brethren of the Rofary of 
the Blefled Virgin, in Latin and Ettglijb. 

S. LUKE i. 

jypf Soul doth magnify .the Lord. 

And my Spirit hath refoited in God my 

Saviour. 

Btcaufe bo hath looked *pm the Humility of bis 
Handmaid: for behold, from henceforth all Genera- 
tions J hall call me Blejfed. 

Becaufe he that is the Mighty, bath dtett great 
things to me : and holy is bit Name. 

And his Mercy on them that fear him , from Ge- 
neration to Generation. 

He hath Jhewn Might in his Arm : he hath dif- 
perfed the Proud in the Imagination of their Heart. 

He hath depofed the Powerful from the Throne, 
and thofe of an humble Condition he hath exalted. 

. He hath filled the Hungry with good Things : and 
the Rich he hath fent away empty. 

He hath favoured his Servant Iftaef, being mind- 
ful of his Mercy \ 

As he fpoke to our Pore-fathers, Abraham, and 
to his Seed forever. 

Glory be to the Father, (Pc. 



At 
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At the Requeft of fonte pious Perfons who at- 
tend at Complin, which is fung on the 
Evenings of Sundays and principal Feafts 
in our Chapel , the following Hymns, An- 
tiphons, 8cc. peculiar to our Cbapel % art 

RrMtnrSr 

*"pE lucis ante terminum, 

* Romm Creator pofcimus 
Ut folita dementia. 

Sis praeful ad caftodiam. 

Ptocd recedant fomnia 
Et ne&ium phantafmata ; 

Hoftemoue noftrum comprime, 

Ne polluantur corpora. 

Praefta Pater Omnipotensy 
Per Jefum Chriftum Dominum, 

Qui tecum in perpetuum 
Regnat cum Sando Spiritu. Amen. 



let Solemnitatibus B . Marine Firginisi 



Maria Mater Gratiae, 

Mater Mifericordise ; 

Tu nos ab hofte protege, 

Et hora mortis fufeipe. 

Gloria, tibi Domine, 

Qui natus e$ de Virgihe j 
Cum Patre, & Sando Spiritu* 
In fempitema faecula* Amen. 
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Jet down in Latin and Englifti.- As the 

Pfalms of Complin ^ are to be found tn 
moft Prayer-books , they are here omitted for 
Brevity's fake . — The following Hymn is ge- 
nerally fung through the Tear \ 

An Hymn. 

O Godj before the Clofe of Day^ 

We beg thy ufual Mercies may 
Direct us with thy purer Lights 
Through all the Dangers of the Night . 

Supprefs our Foes infernal Arts , 

Left Jenfual Dreams defile our Hearts 
frith vain deluding Thoughts , that creep 
On heedlefs Minds difarm' d with Sleep . 

Grant , Mighty Father , what we pray 
Through Jefus Chrifi , without Delay , 

Who with the Holy Ghofi and thee 
Reigns God for au Eternity . Amen. 

On the Feafts of the Blefled Virgin, inftead of 
the laft Verfe, the two following are fung. 

Mother of Grace , we thee invoke , 

To Jhield us from old Satan's Yoke ; 

Mother of Mercy , we humbly crave , 

At the lafi Hour our Souls to fave . 

To thee be Glory and Praijes fung, 

Jefu, who from a Virgin fprung j 
The like to God the Father be. 

And Holy Ghof eternally . Amen. 



The 
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The following Hyinta is fang « Qmfplin, 
from the firft Sunday in Lent, uhtil Wed- 
hefday in Holy Week. 

HVMVut. 

pHRISTfe, quiliixfes, & dies, 

^ Ne&i* teMmi detegfc, 

LucWqoe JtuBth cifederis. 

Lumen bcatum pnfcdieahe. 

Pfecamur, fahAe Doitoihfe, 

Defend* Hod in hte node : 

Sit nfebis in te requiem 
Qptetuh noAem tribtte. 

Nt gtaViS f&rtihus iitUdt, 

Nec boftis nos fubripint, 

Nec care illi conferitiens, 

Noe dbi reos fbtwtt. 

Otuii fomhutrt capiant, 

'Cor ad te Temper vigilet : 

Dektera tub protegat 
Famulos, qui te diligunt 

Defenfor nofter aipice^ 

Infidiantes reprime : 

Gubema tuos famulos, 

Quos Sangvim tnercatus ts. 

Memento, iwftri Donjine* 

In grari ifto corpore : 

Qui es defenfor anknfej 
Adcfto ndbis Domine. 

Prsefta 
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T H E 



Hymn. 

O ChriJl , who art our Day and Lights 
Diftel the Darknefs of the Night : 
The Light of Light we thee proclaim ^ ' 
Then r, focred Light 9 Jhah be our Theme / 

We pray , 0 Lord, that with thy Might, 
Thou wilt proteB us all this Night : 

Let our Repofe be fixed in thee, 
Vndijturbedy from Dangers free . 

Lejl heavy Sleep Jhou’d us 
Or Satan ms by Stealth ptffefs 9 . 

To him let Nature ne 9 er confent 9 
Nor guilty Souls to thee prefent . 

Whiljl Sleep our wearied Limbs doth eafe 9 
Our Hearts may never ceafe to praife : 
May thy Jlrong Arm protest us ally 
Who love and on thee loudly call . 

Divine Protestor , us behold, 

Dijperfe * all thofe of Satan 9 s Fold : 
DireSi thy Servants all to thee , 

Whom with thy Blood thou didjl fit free . 

Remember us 9 O Lord , w* pray 9 
Laden with this Body of Clay : 

Hajlen to us 9 we humbly crave 9 
O hofy Lord! our Souls to ferae. 



Grant t 
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Prarfta Pater Omnipotent, 

Per Jefum Chriftum Dominum : 

Qui tecum in perpetuum. 

Regnat cum Sando Spiritu. Amen . 



An t i p h. 

CALVE Regina, Mater Mifericordke, pita, dul~ 
^ cedo, & (pes noftra falve. Ad te clamamus 
exules filii Heva. Ad te (ufpiramus gementes & 
flentes in hac lacrymarum valle. Eja ergo ad* 
vocata noftra, illos tuos mifericordes oculos ad not 
converte. Et Jefiim bcncdiftum frudum ven- 
tris tui nobis poft hoc exilium oftende. O cle- 
ment, O pia, O dulcis Virgo Maria. 

V. Dignare me laudare te, Viigo (acrata* 

R . Da mihi virtutem contra Hoftes tuos- 



Or emus. 

pONCE^E nos famulo6 tuos, quaefumus Do- 
^ mine Deus, perpetua mentis, & corporis fa- 
lute gaudere, & gloriofa beatae Maria Temper 
Vfrginis interceflione, a praefenti liberari triftitia j 
& aeterna perfrui laetitia. Per Chriftum Dominum 
noftrum. Amin . 



Commemoratio S. Crucis. 



pRUCEM 
. confregit : 
die tertia. 



fandam fubiit, qui infernum 
accin&us eft potentia, furrexit 

K AdO- 
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Grant , mighty Father , what we pray , 

Through Jefus Chrijl , without Delay : 

Who with the Holy Ghoft and thee , 

Reigns God for all Eternity . Amen. 

The Hymn, nojlra redemption &c. p. 220, 
is fung during the Time of Eajler until Trinity 
Sunday , 

A N T I P H. 

Z/// /L holy Queen, Mother of Merge our Life* 
02 /r Sweetnefs , * nd our Hope . 7^ *& w* 

rry, poor banijhed Sons of Eve. 7i thee we fend 
up our Sighs , Mournings and Weepings in this P alley 
of Tears . 7«r» then , moft graaous Advocate , thy 
Eyes of Mercy towards us ; W after this our Exile 
ended , Jhew unto us the hlejfed Fruit of thy Womb , 
. 0 clement , O 0 fweet virgin Mary. 

V. tw* worthy to praife thee , O facredVirgin . 

R. Gm? tw* Power againjl thy Enemies . 



Let us pray. 

A G$/// to WJ, thy Servants , to enjoy 

^ * conjlant Health of Mind and Body , <?«*/ that 
through the glorious InterceJJion of the blejjed Ma nr 
*wr Virgin, we may be freed from prefent Sadnefs , 
<77**/ ^ 0^/5 eternal Joys . Through Chrtft our Lord. 
Amen. 



A Commemoration of the holy Crofs. 

TLJfB bore the holy Crofs , wfo fubdued Hell: 
“ j££r is armed with Power , and arofe the 
third Day . 

V. 
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V. Adoramue tc Chttijie^ k beMdicirotie tabu 
R. Qiua p«£ Crucem tuam redenviftt Mtmdum. 



Oremtts . 



T\£ V S, qui mo nobis FiKun* tuvm Cruets pa- 
tibulum fubiffr voluifti, ut inimiei 2k nobis. 



expelleres poteftatem, concede nobis famuli* tuis, 
ut RefurrecUonis gratiam confequamur. Per eun- 
dem Chriftum Dominion noftrum. Amen . 



* 



Commemoratio S* Daminici. 

fy Lumen Ecclefias Do<9»r Veritatis^ Roll Par* 
^ tientia*, Ebur CafHtatis, Aquam Sapiential 
propinafti gratia : f indicator gratias, nos jUnge 
beads. 

V \ Ora pro nobis boats Pater Dtrmnice. 

Rs Ut digni. efficiamur. promiffionibua Chrifth 

Or emus. 

^ONCEDE quaefumus Omnipotens Deus, 
^ ut qui poccatorum noftrorum pondere premi- 
mur, beati Deminici Confeiloris tui patris noftri, 
patrocinio fublevepiur. Per Chriftum Dominum 
noftrum. Amen. 

4 

FINIS. 
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V. We adore thee , O Chrift, and blefs thee . 

R. -for Ay thy Crofs thou haft redeemed the World'. 

Let us pray. 

God y who wert willing , for our Sakes , /Ay Son 
^ Jhould bear the Gibbet of the Crofs , to free us 
from the Power of the Enemy ; £r*«/ /* /Ay 
Servant s 9 that we may obtain the Grace of an happy 
Refurreftion. Through the fame Chrift our Lord \ 
Amen. 



A Commemoration of St. Dominick. 

A Light of the Churchy Teacher of Truths Rofe of 
^ Patience , Chajle as Ivory 9 thou haft charitably 
tendered to us the Waters of IVifdom : Preacher of 
Graces join us to the Bieffea. 

V. Pray for us 9 O blejfed Father Dominick. 

R. That we may be made worthy of the Promifes 
of Chrift. 

Let us pray. 

/^> RANT we befeech thee 9 O omnipotent God 9 that 
^ we who are opprejfed by the Weight of our Sins, 
may be relieved by the Patronage of the blejfed Father 
Dominick, thyConfeJfor. Through Chrift our Lord. 
Amen. 



THE END. 
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